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(Words in boldface and underlined indicate language being added; words [CAPITALIZED AND 


BRACKETED] indicate language being deleted.) 


3 AAC 306.025(b) is amended to read: 


(b) After initiating a new marijuana license or endorsement application the applicant must 


give notice of the application to the public by 


(1) posting a copy of the public notice form for 10 days at 


(A) the exterior location of the proposed licensed premises; and 


(B) one other conspicuous location in the area of the proposed premises 


accessible to the general public;  


(2) publishing an announcement once a week for three consecutive weeks in a 


newspaper of general circulation as defined in (h) of this section. [IN THE AREA; IN AN 


AREA WHERE NO NEWSPAPER CIRCULATES THE APPLICANT MUST ARRANGE 


FOR BROADCAST ANNOUNCEMENTS ON A RADIO STATION SERVING THE LOCAL 


AREA WHERE THE PROPOSED LICENSEE SEEKS TO OPERATE TWICE A WEEK FOR 


THREE SUCCESSIVE WEEKS DURING TRIPLE A ADVERTISING TIME;]The  [THE] 


newspaper [OR RADIO] notice must state 


(A) the name of the applicant; 


(B)  the name and location of the proposed premises; 


(C)  the type of license or endorsement applied for along with a citation to 


a provision of this chapter authorizing that type of license or endorsement; and 


(D)  a statement that any comment or objection may be submitted to the 


board; and 
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(3) submitting a copy of the public notice form to 


(A) each local government with jurisdiction over the licensed premises; 


and 


(B) any community council in the area of the proposed licensed premises. 


 


3 AAC 306.025 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 


(h)  In this section, “newspaper of general circulation” means a publication that; 


(1)  is published in newspaper format; 


(2)  is distributed at least once a week for at least 50 weeks each year within the 


judicial district where the proposed licensed premises is located, excluding a period when 


publication is interrupted by a casualty that the publisher cannot control; 


(3)  holds a second-class mail permit from the United States Postal Service; 


(4)  is not published primarily to distribute advertising; and 


(5)  is not intended primarily for a particular professional or occupational group.  


(Eff. 2/21/2016, Register 217; am 12/28/2017, Register 224; am 2/21/2019, Register 229; am 


4/11/2019, Register 230; am 3/25/2020, Register 233; am ___/___/_____, Register _____) 


Authority:   AS 17.38.010  AS 17.38.150  AS 17.38.200 


  AS 17.38.070  AS 17.38.190  AS 17.38.900 


  AS 17.38.121 


 


 


Commented [SJP(1]: This definition was copied from a 
different Alaska State statute AS 09.35.140 which deals with 
execution of personal property  


Commented [SJP(2]: This is key for areas where no 
newspaper of any kind circulates because the newspaper may 
or may not circulate in the specific area but it circulates 
within the judicial district of the area.  
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Research (not to be included with draft when and if it goes out for p.c) 


What is a newspaper of general circulation? 
A newspaper that is considered to be one of general circulation is by definition is one that is 
issued daily or no less than once a week issued at least once a week and sold for a fixed rate to 
subscribers and holds a second-class mailing permit from the United States. 
https://www.myclassifiedads.net/what-is-a-newspaper-of-general-circulation/  


 


https://pe.usps.com/cpim/ftp/manuals/dmm300/207.pdf  


 


http://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#09.35.140  


(d) In this section, “newspaper of general circulation” means a publication that 
     (1) is published in newspaper format; 
 
     (2) is distributed at least once a week for at least 50 weeks each year within the judicial 
district where the place of sale is located, excluding a period when publication is interrupted by a 
labor dispute or by a natural disaster or other casualty that the publisher cannot control; 
 
     (3) holds a second class mailing permit from the United States Postal Service; 
 
     (4) is not published primarily to distribute advertising; and 
 
     (5) is not intended primarily for a particular professional or occupational group. 


 


https://ballotpedia.org/Alaska_District_Court  


There are four judicial districts in Alaska with 23 District Court judges between them.  


Commented [SJP(3]: For reference only, not part of the 
draft.This is a Googled question and the answer. 


Commented [SJP(4]: USPS’ Periodical DMM 207.4.0 
These are the requirements from the Postal Service to 
become a “newspaper or general circulation”.  


Commented [SJP(5]: The language I added in the draft, I 
copied from here. This is a statute that I found on akleg 


Commented [SJP(6]: These are judicial districts for 
reference.  
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District  Area served  


Alaska First 


District 


Haines, Juneau, Ketchikan Gateway, Prince of Wales-Outer Ketchikan, Sitka, 


Skagway-Hoonah-Angoon, Wrangell-Petersburg, Yakutat  


Alaska 


Second 


District 


Nome, North Slope, Northwest Arctic  


Alaska Third 


District 


Aleutians East, Aleutians West, Municipality of Anchorage, Bristol Bay, 


Dillingham, Kenai Peninsula, Kodiak Island, Lake and Peninsula, Matanuska-


Susitna, Valdez-Cordova, Yakutat  


Alaska 


Fourth 


District 


Bethel, Denali, Fairbanks North Star, Southeast Fairbanks, Wade-Hampton, 


Yukon-Koyukuk 


 


  








Community – Judicial District Chart 
 
Where to File Estate Actions: 
 
You should file the documents to open a probate in the court located in the Alaska 
judicial district in which the deceased person lived at the time of his or her death.  
 
First, figure out which Alaska judicial district the deceased person lived at the time of his 
or her death. This is called venue.  Refer to the community chart below to identify the 
appropriate judicial district.   
 
Next, figure out the court location within a judicial district by referring to the Superior 
Court Locations by Judicial District  at the end of this information.  
 
If the person who died did not live in Alaska, you may file the probate in any Alaska 
judicial district in which the person owned property or in any judicial district in which an 
Alaska fiduciary lives or does business if the fiduciary controls property owned by the 
person who died. 
 
Community  Judicial District 
Adak 3rd 
Afognak 3rd 
Akhiok 3rd 
Akiachak 4th 
Akiak 4th 
Akutan 3rd 
Alakanuk 4th 
Alatna 4th 
Alcan 4th 
Aleknagik 3rd 
Allakaket 4th 
Ambler 2nd 
Anaktuvuk Pass 2nd 
Anchor Point 3rd 
Anchorage 3rd 
Anderson 4th 
Angoon 1st 
Aniak 4th 
Anvik 4th 
Arctic Village 4th 
Atka 3rd 
Atmautluak 4th 
Atqasuk 2nd 
Attu 3rd 
Auke Bay 1st 
Ayakulik 3rd 
Beaver 4th 
Belkofski 3rd 
Beluga 3rd 
Bethel 4th 
Bettles 4th 
Big Delta 4th 



http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/probate/probateglossary.htm#v

http://courts.alaska.gov/trialcourts/index.htm#locations

http://courts.alaska.gov/trialcourts/index.htm#locations

http://www.courts.alaska.gov/shc/probate/probateglossary.htm#property

http://www.courts.alaska.gov/shc/probate/probateglossary.htm#fiduciary





 


 
 


Community  Judicial District 
Big Lake 3rd 
Bill Moores 4th 
Birch Creek 4th 
Boundary 4th 
Brevig Mission 2nd 
Buckland 2nd 
Candle 2nd 
Cantwell 4th 
Central 4th 
Chalkyitsik 4th 
Chase 3rd 
Chefornak 4th 
Chena Hot Springs 4th 
Chenega 3rd 
Chevak 4th 
Chickaloon 3rd 
Chicken 4th 
Chignik 3rd 
Chignik Lagoon 3rd 
Chignik Lake 3rd 
Chiniak 3rd 
Chisana 4th 
Chistochina 3rd 
Chitina 3rd 
Chuathbaluk 4th 
Chugiak 3rd 
Chuloonawick 4th 
Circle 4th 
Circle Hot Springs 4th 
Clam Gulch 3rd 
Clarks Point 3rd 
Coffman Cove 1st 
Cohoe 3rd 
Cold Bay 3rd 
Coldfoot 4th 
Cooper Landing 3rd 
Copper Center 3rd 
Cordova 3rd 
Council 2nd 
Craig 1st 
Crooked Creek 4th 
Deadhorse 2nd 
Deering 2nd 
Delta Junction 4th 
Dillingham 3rd 
Diomede 2nd 
Dot Lake 4th 
Douglas 1st 
Dry Creek 4th 
Dutch Harbor 3rd 
Eagle 4th 
Eagle River 3rd 







 


 
 


Community  Judicial District 
Eagle Village 4th 
Edna Bay 1st  
Eek 4th 
Egegik 3rd 
Eklutna 3rd 
Ekuk 3rd 
Ekwok 3rd 
Elfin Cove 1st 
Elim 2nd  
Emmonak 4th 
Ester 4th 
Evansville 4th 
Excursion Inlet 1st 
Eyak 3rd 
Fairbanks 4th 
False Pass 3rd 
Ferry 4th 
Flat 4th 
Fort Yukon 4th 
Fox 4th 
Gakona 3rd 
Galena 4th 
Gambell 2nd 
Georgetown 4th 
Girdwood 3rd 
Glennallen 3rd 
Golovin 2nd 
Goodnews Bay 4th 
Grayling 4th 
Gulkana 3rd 
Gustavus 1st 
Haines 1st 
Halibut Cove 3rd 
Hamilton 4th 
Happy Valley 3rd 
Harding-Birch Lakes 4th 
Healy 4th 
Healy Lake 4th 
Hobart Bay 1st 
Hollis 1st 
Holy Cross 4th 
Homer 3rd  
Hoonah 1st  
Hooper Bay 4th 
Hope 3rd 
Houston 3rd 
Hughes 4th 
Huslia 4th 
Hydaburg 1st 
Hyder 1st 
Iditarod 4th 
Igiugig 3rd 







 


 
 


Community  Judicial District 
Iliamna 3rd 
Ivanof Bay 3rd 
Juneau 1st 
Kachemak 3rd 
Kaguyak 3rd 
Kake 1st 
Kaktovik 2nd 
Kalifornsky 3rd 
Kaltag 4th 
Karluk 3rd 
Kasaan 1st 
Kasigluk 4th 
Kasilof 3rd 
Kenai 3rd 
Kenny Lake 3rd 
Ketchikan 1st 
Kiana 2nd 
King Cove 3rd 
King Island 2nd 
King Salmon 3rd 
Kipnuk 4th 
Kivalina 2nd 
Klawock 1st 
Klukwan 1st 
Knik 3rd 
Kobuk 2nd 
Kodiak 3rd 
Kokhanok 3rd 
Koliganek 3rd 
Kongiganak 4th 
Kotlik 4th 
Kotzebue 2nd 
Koyuk 2nd 
Koyukuk 4th 
Kupreanof 1st 
Kwethluk 4th 
Kwigillingok 4th 
Lake Louise 3rd 
Lake Minchumina 4th 
Larsen Bay 3rd 
Levelock 3rd 
Lignite 4th 
Lime Village 4th 
Livengood 4th 
Lower Kalskag 4th 
Lower Tonsina  3rd 
Manley Hot Springs 4th 
Manokotak 3rd 
Marshall 4th 
Marys Igloo 2nd 
McCarthy 3rd 
McGrath 4th 







Community  Judicial District 
McKinley Park 
Medfra 
Mekoryuk 
Mendeltna 
Mentasta Lake 
Metlakatla 
Meyers Chuck 
Minto 
Moose Creek 
Moose Pass 
Mountain Village 
Nabesna 
Naknek 
Nanwalek 
Napaimiut 
Napakiak 
Napaskiak 
Naukati Bay 
Nelchina 
Nelson Lagoon 
Nenana 
New Stuyahok 
Newhalen 
Newtok 
Nightmute 
Nikiski 
Nikolaevsk 
Nikolai 
Nikolski 
Ninilchik 
Noatak 
Nome 
Nondalton 
Noorvik 
North Pole 
Northway 
Northway Junction 
Nuiqsut 
Nulato 
Nunam Iqua 
Nunapitchuk 
Ohogamiut 
Old Harbor 
Ophir 
Oscarville 
Ouzinkie 
Paimiut 
Palmer 
Pauloff Harbor 
Paxson 
Pedro Bay 
Pelican 


4th 
4th 
4th 
3rd 
3rd 
1st 
1st 
4th 
4th 
3rd 
4th 
3rd 
3rd 
3rd 
4th 
4th 
4th 
1st 
3rd 
3rd 
4th 
3rd 
3rd 
4th 
4th 
3rd 
3rd 
4th 
3rd 
3rd 
2nd 
2nd 
3rd 
2nd 
4th 
4th 
4th 
2nd 
4th 
4th 
4th 
4th 
3rd 
4th 
4th 
3rd 
4th 
3rd 
3rd 
3rd 
3rd 
1st 







 


 
 


Community  Judicial District 
Perryville 3rd 
Petersburg 1st 
Petersville 3rd 
Pilot Point 3rd 
Pilot Station 4th 
Pitkas Point 4th 
Platinum 4th 
Pleasant Valley 4th 
Point Baker 1st 
Point Hope 2nd 
Point Lay 2nd 
Port Alexander 1st 
Port Alsworth 3rd 
Port Clarence 2nd 
Port Graham 3rd 
Port Heiden 3rd 
Port Lions 3rd 
Port Moller 3rd 
Port Protection 1st 
Portage Creek 3rd 
Primrose 3rd 
Prudhoe Bay 2nd 
Quinhagak 4th 
Rampart 4th 
Red Devil 4th 
Red Dog Mine 2nd 
Ruby 4th 
Russian Mission 4th 
Saint George 3rd 
Saint Marys 4th 
Saint Michael 2nd 
Saint Paul 3rd 
Salamatof 3rd 
Salcha 4th 
Sand Point 3rd 
Savoonga 2nd 
Saxman 1st 
Scammon Bay 4th 
Selawik 2nd 
Seldovia 3rd 
Seward 3rd 
Shageluk 4th 
Shaktoolik 2nd 
Shemya Station 3rd 
Shishmaref 2nd 
Shungnak 2nd 
Sitka 1st 
Skagway 1st 
Skwentna 3rd 
Slana 3rd 
Sleetmute 4th 
Soldotna 3rd 







 


 
 


Community  Judicial District 
Solomon 2nd 
South Naknek 3rd 
Stebbins 2nd 
Sterling 3rd 
Stevens Village 4th 
Stony River 4th 
Summit Lake 3rd 
Susitna 3rd 
Sutton 3rd 
Takotna 4th 
Talkeetna 3rd 
Tanacross 4th 
Tanana 4th 
Tatitlek 3rd 
Tazlina 3rd 
Telida 4th 
Teller 2nd 
Tenakee Springs 1st 
Tetlin 4th 
Tetlin Junction 4th 
Thorne Bay 1st 
Tin City 2nd 
Togiak 3rd 
Tok 4th 
Toksook Bay 4th 
Tonsina 3rd 
Tuluksak 4th 
Tuntutuliak 4th 
Tununak 4th 
Twin Hills 3rd 
Two Rivers 4th 
Tyonek 3rd 
Uganik 3rd 
Ugashik 3rd 
Umkumiut 4th 
Unalakleet 2nd 
Unalaska 3rd 
Unga 3rd 
Upper Kalskag 4th 
Utqiagvik 2nd 
Valdez 3rd 
Venetie 4th 
Wainwright 2nd 
Wales 2nd 
Wasilla 3rd 
Waterfall 1st 
Whale Pass 1st 
White Mountain 2nd 
Whittier 3rd 
Willow 3rd 
Willow Creek 3rd 
Wiseman 4th 







 


 
 


Community  Judicial District 
Womens Bay 3rd 
Woody Island 3rd 
Wrangell 1st 
Yakutat 1st 
 


Superior Court Locations by Judicial District 
 


1st Judicial District 
 
Juneau 
Ketchikan 
Petersburg 
Sitka 
Wrangell 


 


2nd Judicial District 
 
Utqiagvik 
Kotzebue  
Nome 
 


3rd Judicial District 
 
Anchorage 
Cordova 
Dillingham 
Glennallen 
Homer 
Kenai 
Kodiak 
Naknek 
Palmer 
Seward 
Unalaska 
Valdez 
 


4th Judicial District 
 
Bethel 
Fairbanks 


 


If your nearest court is not on this list, check with that court to find out if an estate action can be 
filed there. 
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Department of Commerce, Community,  


and Economic Development 
 


Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
 


550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 


Anchorage, AK 99501 


Main: 907.269.0350 


MEMORANDUM 


          TO: Marijuana Control Board  DATE:  June 24, 2022 


          FROM: Jane P. Sawyer, Regulations Specialist 
 


RE:  Regulations Project – Public 
Notice for License Applications 


 
The board and AMCO staff have been struggling to find a solution to the issue of lack of 


newspaper circulating in certain areas of the state. This issue impedes applicants to properly 


comply with the regulatory requirement of noticing their marijuana license application to the 


public.  


 


The board has had multiple conversation about the issue, one of the questions being: can it 


be a newspaper of statewide access? The questions in my mind as I was putting some though 


into this were, what does that mean and how can that be written into regulation in a way a 


prudent person would be able to interpret and apply?   


 


I spent many hours researching and trying to find a solution (ex: can it be a newspaper that 


runs in the very specific area as opposed to statewide? What kind of newspaper would this be? 


what if said newspaper does not meet the requirement of once a week for three consecutive 


weeks (some newspapers do not)? The result of my struggles in drafting this project, and in my 


opinion, is that the issue could be resolved by simply defining what a “newspaper of general 


circulation” means for our purpose, and removing public notice by radio.  


 


Attached is draft for board discussion, I copied the definition of “newspaper of general 


circulation” from another Alaska State statute that deals with execution of personal property. 


This may or may not work for the board. I also included a list from the Alaska Court System 


which lists all the communities in the state and which judicial district the community falls 


under.  


 





