
 

 

 
 

 

 
Department of Commerce, Community, 

and Economic Development 
 

ALCOHOL AND MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 
 

550 West 7th Ave, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

 Main: 907.269.0350 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:        Robert Klein, Chair, and  
    Members of the ABC Board  

DATE:     April 6, 2017 

 
FROM: Erika McConnell 

Director, ABC Board 
 

 
RE:             Chatanika Gold Camp #3272 

  
In its renewal application, Chatanika Gold Camp did not provide information showing it met the 
minimum operating requirements found in 3 AAC 304.170(j)—see memo from Investigator 
Stonecipher. 

 
 
 
Recommendation: Deny the renewal application for lack of meeting minimum 

operational requirements per AS 04.11.330(a)(3) and 3 AAC 
304.170(j), or require a waiver of operations application for 2016. 
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Anchorage, AK 99501 

Main: 907.269.0350 
Fax: 907.292.9412 

 

MEMORANDUM 

          TO:  Sarah Oates,  Program Coordinator DATE: Friday, March 31, 2017 

          FROM: Investigator Amanda Stonecipher 

 

RE: Chatanika Gold Camp, License #3272  

 

On February 2, 2017, I was tasked with determining if Chatanika Gold Camp, 
License #3272 had met Minimum Operating Requirements during the 
2015/2016 licensing period.  The license is a Seasonal Tourism license with 
operation dates of 04/01-09/30 each calendar year.  

Chatanika Gold Camp licensee, Val Scullion provided some documentation to 
establish they were open.   A picture was provided showing operating hours 
of 11am to 9pm, Closed Mondays.  During the summer months of last year 
(2016) I observed a For Sale Sign posted near the operating hours.  It made it 
appear the business may be closed.  The licensee stated she stopped using the 
posted hours and would put a sign out saying the establishment was “open” 
without indicating specific hours.  Other pictures depicted wines and a limited 
number of spirts, along with photos of an empty bar area.   

Copies of tax documents submitted to the Fairbanks North Star Borough were 
provided.  In the month of May 2016, gross alcohol sales totaled $27 with a tax 
liability of $1.35.  For June 2016, gross alcohol sales totaled $575.50 with a tax 
liability of $28.78.  The final month of operation, July 2016, gross alcohol sales 
were $194.75 with a tax liability of 9.74. 

Cash register receipts were provided for the three months of operation (May-
July 2016).  The first sale of alcohol did not take place until 5/29/16.  The 
register was not zeroed out every night.  The licensee indicated a “No Sale” as 
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a way to track the opening and closing of the time she was physically in the 
establishment; as she resides on the property.  The “No Sale” times are 
inconsistent with the posted hours from the signage visible from the Steese 
Highway.  Several days the establishment was “open” for only a few hours 
according to the “No Sales”.  The “No Sales” for the end of the day were 
consistently between the hours of 3pm-6pm, with a few days just after 6 pm. 
Opening “No Sales” were also very inconsistent with posted operating hours.  
Some were as early as 8:31 am.  Liquor sales, until very recently, could not 
even begin until 10 am in the FNSB.  Therefore, the days the “No Sales” were 
before 10 am, those hours could not count toward the 8 hours of operating 
requirement.  Many of the “No Sales” for opening and closing show operating 
hours of less than 8 hour days.  

Out of the three months of reported operation, only 32 days had liquor sales.  
Out of those 32 days, only one day could be confirmed as operating for a full 8 
hours according to the “No Sales”.  That was on June 18, 2016.  Many days 
without any liquor sales showed only a few hours of operation according to 
the “No Sales” on the cash register tapes.  

The licensee provided receipts from liquor stores for the purchase of alcohol 
for resale.  There were a total of 6 receipts.   Total amount of liquor purchase 
for resales from all receipts was $668.28.   

The licensee provided documentation showing her Bunkhouse was rented out 
to a contracting company during the months of April through August 2016, 
resulting in her electricity usage being much higher than in the same months 
in 2015.  During her operating season in 2015, the electricity usage for the 
property, including the Bunkhouse and Room rentals, was only 99 KWH for 
April, 110 KWH for May, 196 for June, and 989 for July, and 632 for August.  
In 2016 the KWH increased significantly, ranging from 1,156 KWH to 2,059 
KWH most likely due to the Contractors residing in the Bunkhouse.  

 

The licensee did state since she resides on the property she would go into the 
bar to offer drinks to people stopping in to look around.  She would not be 
physically in the bar until she heard someone pull into the driveway.  There is 
no documentation showing this in fact happened, or how often it would 
happen.  The establishment did not have any employees to document hours of 
operation either.  
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After reviewing AS 04.11.330(a)(3) and 3AAC304.170(j)(1)-(2)&(4)-(7) 
Chatanika Gold Camp did not comply with #1 and #7 of the minimum 
operating requirements as well as AS 04.11.330(a)(3).  Regarding #1, the hours 
of operation were inconsistent with the hours posted on the signage visible 
from the Steese Highway.  The licensee’s separate “Open” sign that would be 
placed out at various times did not meet regulation requirements for showing 
hours of operation if they conflicted with the sign posted visible from the 
roadway. Regarding #7, the “No Sales” on register tapes do not depict the 
actual hours the bar was open for sales.  The “No Sales” prior to 10 am do not 
count toward the 8 hour operating requirement due to the fact that liquor 
could not be sold in the FNSB prior to 10 am.  

In looking at the totality of the documents submitted compared to what is 
required, it does not appear they met the burden as required in 
3AAC304.170(j).  
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