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MEMORANDUM 

TO:        Bob Klein, Chair, and Members of the  
  Alcoholic Beverage Control Board  

 

DATE:  January 23, 2018 

FROM: Erika McConnell, Director 
 

RE: 5610 The Writer’s Block Bookstore 
& Cafe  

 
 

Requested Actions: Approval of new license application; 
approval of alternating premises 

 
Statutory & Regulatory AS 04.06.090(b): “The board shall review all applications for licenses 
Authority: made under this title and may order the director to issue, renew,  

revoke, transfer, or suspend licenses and permits authorized under this 
title.” 

 
 3 AAC 304.305(f): “…upon the licensee’s written request accompanied 

by a detailed premises diagram, the board will, in its discretion, approve 
a portion of licensed restaurant or eating premises to alternate as 
licensed or unlicensed premises…” 

 
Staff Recommendation: Approve the new license application and request for alternating premises  
 
Background:  On October 3, 2017, the office received an application for a new restaurant or 
eating place license (REPL) for an establishment that appeared to be primarily a bookstore, and that 
would hold events that would attract persons under the age of 21. The licensing team met with the 
applicants on December 20 to discuss concerns about whether the establishment would be a place 
where the patron’s principal activity is consumption of food (a qualifying factor for an REPL under 
AS 04.11.100 and 3 AAC 304.305(a)), and whether persons under the age of 21 would be entering 
the licensed premises for purposes other than dining or employment (AS 04.16.049 and 3 AAC 
304.715 – 745). On December 22, the applicant submitted a written explanation of how the 
establishment would qualify as a bona fide restaurant or eating place (pages 2-25 of this tab), as well 
as a request for the Board to approve portions of its establishment as alternating licensed/unlicensed 
premises (pages 31-37). 
 
Attachments: Written request and explanation of proposed operations 
 New license application 
 Premises diagram(s) 
 Restaurant designation permit application 




































































