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MEMORANDUM 

TO:        Bob Klein, Chair, and Members of the  
  Alcoholic Beverage Control Board  

 

DATE:  April 3, 2018 

FROM: Erika McConnell, Director 
 

RE:  Best Storage – Request to Sell 
 Without License  

 
 
Requested Move to authorize Best Storage, Inc., to conduct a public auction to sell 2,450 bottles 
Action:  of wine and liquor as listed for the board, without a license 
 
Statutory AS 04.11.020(a) states, “license or permit is not required to authorize sales made  
Authority: by a person under a judgment and decree of foreclosure, under the bankruptcy law 

of the United States, or under order of the board or a court under AS 04.16.220.” 
(emphasis added) 

 
Staff Rec: Approval 
 
Background: As noted in the attached letter, Best Storage, Inc., is foreclosing on property stored 
at one of their facilities by a past licensee, including a substantial collection of wine and spirits. Best 
Storage, Inc. is looking to sell the collection by auction to recoup some of the money owed to them 
by the customer who originally stored the property. The December 28 letter indicates that an 
auction company will conduct the auction, by my understanding from Mr. Art Davidson (Best 
Storage owner) and Mr. Cabot Christianson (counsel) is that this is no longer the case, and that Mr. 
Davidson will conduct the auction. 
 
Information regarding the proposed auction: 
 
Date:  April 22, 2018 
Time:  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Location: Captain Cook Hotel – Aft Deck 
Details: “Wine will be auctioned off in small and large lots.  The more valuable wine lots will 

have a reserve bid that must be met. If the reserve bid not met, the wine will be 
turned over to WineBid online auction based in California.” 

 
Title 4 requires a license or permit to sell alcohol (AS 04.11.010(a)) but provides an exception in AS 
04.11.020. This section of statute states that a license or permit is not required to authorize sales 
under order of the board.  
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Other options considered to address this situation were: 
 
1) A wine auction permit under 3 AAC 304.699. A wine auction permit cannot be used for this 
situation as only nonprofit fraternal, civic, or patriotic organizations are eligible for a wine auction 
permit, and the organization must be the beneficiary of all profits of the auction. 
 
2) A retail stock sale license under AS 04.11.200. A retail stock sale license cannot be used for this 
situation as it can only be used to sell the remaining stock of a package store when the owner wishes 
to close out or terminate the business of the store. 
 
 
Attachment: Best Storage letter and inventory list 


























