
 
 
 

Department of Commerce, Community, 
and Economic Development 
ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Main: 907.269.0350 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Alcoholic Beverage Control Board DATE: December 20, 2021 

FROM: Regina T. Cruz, OLE RE: #4799 Creek Street Cabaret   

 
Statutory & 
Regulation 
Authority: 

AS 04.11.480(a) A local governing body may protest the issuance, renewal, relocation, or 
transfer to another person of a license by sending the board and the applicant a protest and 
the reasons for the protest within 60 days of receipt from the board of notice of filing of 
the application. A protest received after the 60-day period may not be accepted by the 
board, and in no event may a protest cause the board to reconsider an approved renewal, 
relocation, or transfer. The local governing body may protest the continued operation of a 
license during the second year of the biennial license period by sending the board and the 
licensee a protest and the reasons for the protest by January 31 of the second year of the 
license. The procedures for action on a protest of continued operation of a license are the 
same as the procedures for action on a protest of a renewal application. The board shall 
consider a protest and testimony received at a hearing conducted under AS 04.11.510(b)(2) 
or (4) when it considers the application or continued operation, and the protest and the 
record of the hearing conducted under AS 04.11.510(b)(2) or (4) shall be kept as part of the 
board’s permanent record of its review. If an application or continued operation is 
protested, the board shall deny the application or continued operation 
unless the board finds that the protest is arbitrary, capricious, and unreasonable. 

AS 04.11.510(b)(1): “if an application is denied, the notice of denial shall be furnished the 
applicant immediately in writing stating the reason for the denial in clear and concise 
language; the notice of denial must inform the applicant that the applicant is entitled to 
an informal conference with either the director or the board, and that, if not satisfied by 
the informal conference, the applicant is then entitled to a formal hearing conducted by 
the office of administrative hearings (AS 44.64.010); if the applicant requests a formal 
hearing, the office of administrative hearings shall adhere to AS 44.62.330 — 44.62.630 
(Administrative Procedure Act); all interested persons may be heard at the hearing and 
unless waived by the applicant and the board, the formal hearing shall be held in the area 
for which the application is requested”  

 
3 AAC 304.145(h) “The board may uphold a protest of an application or continued 
operation with a single abeyance period not to exceed 180 days if the local governing body 
indicates that the protest is subject to rescission and that it will be withdrawn if the 
applicant meets conditions set by the local governing body. If the local governing body 
notifies the board within the period of the abeyance that the protest has been removed, the 
application or continued operation is approved when all other applicable requirements have 
been met. If the local governing body has not notified the board within the period of the 
abeyance that it has removed the protest, the application or continued operation is denied. 
The period of abeyance may not be extended or renewed.” 
 
 
 
 



Background: This transfer of location application was deemed complete on 04/15/2022 and scheduled for 
consideration at the 6/28/2022 ABC Board meeting.  On June 17, 2022 the City of Ketchikan protested the transfer 
application due to unsafe conditions at the licensed premises and Twelve Violations stated from the Fire Department. 

Staff Recommendation: Consider the City's protest and determine if the protest is arbitrary, capricious and 
unreasonable.  If the protest is deemed not to be arbitrary, capricious and unreasonable then deny the application 
with a 180-day abeyance. 

Attachment: 
City of Ketchikan Protest 
City of Ketchikan Correspondence 
City of Ketchikan meeting minutes 
Ketchikan Fire Department Memo 
Ketchikan Fire Department Inspection  
Ketchikan Fire Department Correspondence 
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Kim Stanker

From: Taylor Lee
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2022 11:12 AM
To: AMCO Local Government Only (CED sponsored)
Cc: Kim Stanker
Subject: RE: #4799 dba Creek Street Cabaret Renewal Application 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

To whom it may concern: 
 
We wanted to make you aware that the Ketchikan City Council will be reviewing and voting to protest Creek Street 
Cabaret License No. 4799 at their next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, June 16, 2022.  If the Council decides to 
move forward with the protest we will send all of the required documentation on June 20. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Taylor 
 
 
Taylor Lee 
Deputy City Clerk  
334 Front Street 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
907.228.5604  
taylorl@ktn‐ak.us 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From: AMCO Local Government Only (CED sponsored) <amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 9:08 AM 
To: boroclerk@kgbak.us; deputyclerk@kgbak.us; Kim Stanker <KimS@City.Ketchikan.Ak.Us>; Taylor Lee 
<taylorl@City.Ketchikan.Ak.Us> 
Cc: AMCO Local Government Only (CED sponsored) <amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov> 
Subject: FW: #4799 dba Creek Street Cabaret Renewal Application  
 

CAUTION: External Email  
This email originated from a source outside the City of Ketchikan. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 
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Hello,    
 
Attached is correspondence regarding a complete liquor license renewal application within your jurisdiction.    
If you have any questions or concerns, please direct them to amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov. 
 
Thank you!  
 

Best,  
Regina Cruz 
Licensing Examiner  
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
 
 
--  
This email has been processed with the City of Ketchikan SPAM filter. Please still be 
diligent with suspicious emails as no SPAM filter is 100% effective. 



June 2, 2022 
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Regular Ketchikan City Council meeting was called to order by Vice-Mayor Flora at 7:00 p.m., 
June 2, 2022 with the following members present: Riley Gass (Via Webex), Janalee Gage, Jai 
Mahtani, Abby Bradberry, Lallette Kistler and Judy Zenge. Mayor Kiffer joined the meeting at 
7:12 p.m. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was given by all persons in Council Chambers. 
 

Native Lands Acknowledgement was recited by Vice-Mayor Flora. 
 

Staff present were Acting City Manager Simpson, Finance Director Johansen, Attorney Seaver, 
Public Works Director Hilson, Fire Chief Hines, Police Chief Walls, Port & Harbors Director 
Verfaillie, Library Director Tully, Water Division Manager Kleinegger, Acting Electric Division 
Manager Bynum, Acting Telecommunications Division Manager Lindgren (Via Webex), Deputy 
Clerk Lee and City Clerk Stanker. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS  
 

Vice-Mayor Flora read a proclamation declaring the month of June as Pride Month, and 
presented to JD Martin and Sheen Davis with Ketchikan Pride Alliance. They thanked the 
Council for the proclamation and highlighted several community events they have coming up, 
which are listed on their Facebook page. 
 

Vice-Mayer Flora informed there were several items laid on the table, including; 
Correspondence from Ward Cove Dock Group rescinding their request for accommodations on 
the Port and declining the City’s proposal as approved by the City Council; A request to 
withdraw the Executive Session discussion regarding a new collective bargaining agreement 
between the City of Ketchikan and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 
1547; A memo from the Port & Harbors Director with adjustments to the 2022 passenger count 
per Berth; and additional information regarding the discussion topic on the Ketchikan Municipal 
Code, Port of Ketchikan – Motor Vehicle Port Access Passes. 
 

PERSONS TO BE HEARD 
 

Ty Rettke said he was here tonight to answer questions from the Council regarding PATH 
Shelters request for the old hospital lot. 
 

Dean Bengen stated his concerns regarding parking issues around Park Avenue.  
 

Norman Arriola felt the City should hire an efficiency expert to review the City and KPU’s 
positions.  
 

Karl Richey informed he is working on the issues regarding the liquor license for Creek Street 
Cabaret, which should all be completed by Tuesday of next week. 
 

The following people spoke in support of LGBTQ+ rights and/or the drag queen story hour that 
will take place at the Ketchikan Public Library: Frankie Urguhart, Ryan McHale, Michelle 
Lampton, and Becky King. Elizabeth Schultz presented the Council with a list of 128 names of 
people in support of drag queen story hour. 
 

The following people spoke in opposition to the drag queen story hour that will take place at the 
Ketchikan Public Library: Laura Antonsen, Christopher White, and John Judson. 
 

The following people spoke about concerns they have with the port access pass program, the port 
booth vendor program and hawking from downtown shops: David Lethin, Paul Jarvi, Martha 
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June 16, 2022 
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Resolution No. 22-2851 – Recognizing KPU 
Telecommunications Division Manager Ed Cushing for His 
Service to the City of Ketchikan and Ketchikan Public Utilities 
 

Moved by Bradberry, seconded by Mahtani the City Council approve Resolution No. 22-2851 
recognizing Telecommunications Division Manager Ed Cushing for his service to the City of 
Ketchikan and Ketchikan Public Utilities; and establishing an effective date. 
 
Motion passed with Gass, Gage, Zenge, Flora, Bradberry, Mahtani and Kistler voting yea. 
 

Budget Transfer – Exempting the Procurement of MSA Self 
Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) from the Competitive 
Bidding/Written Quotation Requirements of the Ketchikan 
Municipal Code - Curtis 

 
Moved by Bradberry, seconded by Mahtani Pursuant to subparagraph 2 of Section 3.12.050(a) of 
the Ketchikan Municipal Code, the City Council exempt the procurement of MSA SCBA from the 
competitive bidding/written quotation requirements of the Ketchikan Municipal Code; authorize 
the purchase of such equipment from Curtis at a cost of $389,529.77 under Houston Galveston 
Area Council (HGCA) government pricing; approve a budget transfer of $50,000 from 
Appropriated Reserves of the Public Works Sales Tax Fund to the Fire Department’s 2022 Replace 
SCBA Capital Account; and direct the Acting City Manager to execute the contract documents on 
behalf of the City Council. 
 
Fire Chief Hines answered questions from the Council. 
 
Motion passed with Kistler, Mahtani, Flora, Bradberry, Zenge, Gage and Gass voting yea. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Liquor License Renewal, Beverage Dispensary – Creek Street 
Cabaret 
 

Moved by Zenge, seconded by Bradberry pursuant to Ketchikan Municipal Code 
5.20.050(a)(7)(12) and (b), the City Council protest the renewal of the Beverage Dispensary 
license no. 4799 issued to Creek Street Cabaret on the basis set forth in the proposed protest 
attached to the City Clerk’s memorandum of June 6, 2022 and to notify the Alcohol and Marijuana 
Control Office of such protest. 
 
A lengthy discussion ensured by the Council. 
 
The City Clerk answered questions from the Council. 
 
Motion passed with Mahtani, Kistler, Gage, Zenge, Bradberry, and Flora voting yea; Gass voting 
nay. 
 
 
 
 
 

"UNAPPROVED"
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KETCHIKAN FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Integrity, Professionalism, Respect, Compassion, Teamwork, and Innovation 

70 Bawden Street Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 
Phone (907) 225-9616 – Fax (907) 225-9613 

Fire Chief Rick Hines 
e-mail: rickh@city.ketchikan.ak.us 
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Memorandum 
TO:  Lacey Simpson, Acting City Manager 

FROM:  Rick Hines, Fire Chief 

DATE:  June 2, 2022 

SUBJECT: Creek Street Cabaret  

 
Acting Manager Simpson, 
 
The Fire Department wants to move forward with protesting the Creek Street Cabaret liquor license.  The 
owner Dr. Carl Ritchey had until the close of business on Thursday, June 2nd, to verify the completion of 
repairs to his fire protection systems or communicate a plan for repair to the Fire Department.  When I 
spoke with Fire Marshall O’Sullivan, she had received no information from Dr. Ritchey before the 
deadline.  At the Council meeting, I was present when Dr. Ritchey stated that he had a plan and that the 
required fire and life safety violations would be corrected by Tuesday, June 6th, 2022.  In the interest of 
public safety, I would recommend protesting the liquor license renewal until all repairs have been 
completed and verified.  I have attached his last two fire inspections.  The sprinkler system and the 
cooking hood system both show status 2.  According to Ketchikan Code: K103.1 corrective action time.  
Status 2 systems shall be repaired within 14 days.  The above inspections are dated 06/24/2020 and 
10/07/2020, well outside the 14-day window.  The lack of adequately functioning fire protection systems 
presents a significant risk to life safety. 

 
 
 
 



Inspection Type: Fire Code (Bi-Annual)

Inspection Date: 6/14/2022 By: O'Sullivan, Gretchen B (479)

Time In: 14:30 Time Out: 16:00

Authorized Date: 06/14/2022 By: O'Sullivan, Gretchen B (479)

Occupancy: Creek Street Cabaret
Occupancy ID: STED 123/K

Address: 123 Stedman ST

Ketchikan AK 99901

Inspection Topics:

Ketchikan Fire Department

Form: Ketchikan Fire 
IFC/IBC 2012 (V1.1)

Fire Alarm System

Annual testing required

Status:
Notes:

IFC 907.8

Fire Drills & record keeping required

Status:
Notes:

IFC 405.1 & 405.5

Obstructed manual pull station

Status:
Notes:

IFC 907.4.2.6

Fire Department Connections

Obstructed access to FDC

Status:
Notes:

IFC 912.3

Fire department connection labeled

Status:
Notes:

IFC 912.4

Fire department connection maintenance 

Status:
Notes:

IFC 912.6

Inspection Description:
This form is for occupancy inspections for Ketchikan Fire Department and is based on the 2012 International Fire Codes and the 
2012 International Building Codes.
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Portable Fire Extinguishers

Fire extinguishers shall be provided

Status:
Notes:

IFC 906.1

Annual maintenance required

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: All extinguishers should be serviced annually. 

IFC 906.2

Mount at proper height (max 5ft, min 4 in)

Status:
Notes:

IFC 906.9

Obstructed access or obscured from view

Status:
Notes:

IFC 906.6

Seal / pin / tag missing

Status:
Notes:

IFC 906.2

Commercial Cooking Equipment 

Annual suppression system inspection required

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: The following deficiencies were found: Agent tank is due for a hydro. Improper nozzle coverage throughout system, 
One fryer is completely unprotected. Half of big fryer is unprotected. No detection brackets over ducting, char broiler or range. 

IFC 904.11.6.2

Hood & duct cleaning required

Status:
Notes:

IFC 609.3.3

Records of testing and cleaning on premises

Status:
Notes:

IFC 609.3.3.3

Class K fire extinguisher within 30 feet

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: K Extinguisher needs service, keep within a 30-foot travel distance of commercial-type cooking equipment. 

IFC 904.11.5
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Fire Resistive Construction

Fire door blocked / obstructed from closing

Status:
Notes:

IFC 703.2.3

Penetrations through rated construction

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: In seating area, the ceiling has large penetration in the fire rated construction- Repair ceiling with proper fire rated 
materials.
In mezzanine there is a hole in the fire rated wall that leads to the bar area and under the apartment- Repair hole with proper 
fire rated materials. 

IFC 703.1

Combustible materials hanging from ceiling

Status:
Notes:

IFC 703.3

Ceiling tiles not in place

Status:
Notes:

IFC 703.1

Fire doors are not self-closing and latching

Status:
Notes:

IFC 703.2

Flammable & Combustible Liquids

Improper gasoline storage

Status:
Notes:

IFC 5704.1

Storage cabinet violation

Status:
Notes:

IFC 5704.3.2

LP gas located inside

Status:
Notes:

IFC 6109.4

Miscellaneous Violations

Building address missing / obstructed from view

Status:
Notes:

IFC 505.1
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KNOX Box is not installed on building

Status:
Notes:

IFC 506.1

Tenant space identification required

Status:
Notes:

IFC 408.11.2

Improper key in Knox Box

Status:
Notes:

IFC 506.2

CO detector(s) required

Status:
Notes:

AS 18.70.095 (A)

Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems

Annual testing required

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: Annual testing required on Sprinkler system. 

IFC 901.6

Control valves blocked

Status:
Notes:

IFC 107.4

Objects hung from piping

Status:
Notes:

NFPA 25.5.2.2.2

Sprinkler head(s) painted/damaged/corroded

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: Per last Inspection by Taylor Fire Protection: There is no monitoring of the system. Standard heads are 51 years old-
need to test or replace. Dry pendants are over 10 years old-need to test or replace. There are painted heads throughout-need 
to replace. There are no spare heads in the cabinet-acquire spare heads. Earthquake bracing missing in a few areas- need to 
install bracing. Some heads are too close to the ceiling- need to lower heads. Several areas are without coverage- install 
coverage. Outside water motor gong non-operational (WAS NOTIFIED OF REPAIR BY KMC 6/14/2022). FDC drain is 
capped- add ball drip. Some pipes show evidence of corrosion-repair/replace.

NFPA 25.5.2.1.1.1

Ceiling clearance not maintained (18"/24")

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: Keep storage boxes and materials at least 18" below sprinkler heads. Storage in the mezzanine is too close to 
sprinkler heads-remove boxes and top shelf. 

IFC 315.3.1
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Extension cords thru wall, door or ceiling / affixed to structure

Status:
Notes:

IFC 605.5

Mulitplug adapters in use (cube adapters)

Status:
Notes:

IFC 605.4

36" clearance not maintained in front of electric panel

Status:
Notes:

IFC 605.3

Power strips required to be plugged into permanent outlet

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: Power strip in entrance next to bar has additional power strip plugged in. Power strips are required to be plugged into 
permanent outlets. 

IFC 605.4.2

Open slot(s) in electrical panel

Status:
Notes:

IFC 605.6

Open box / outlet-provide cover plate

Status:
Notes:

IFC 605.6

General Preoccupations Against Fire

General cleanliness/ waste accumulation

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: Used cooking oil in mezzanine and in the hallway leading to the exit from the kitchen needs to be properly discarded- 
Remove all used cooking oil from the premises. Used oil should be disposed of in a timely manner. 

IFC 304.1

Fueled equipment/ vehicles stored indoors

Status:
Notes:

IFC 313.1

Gas cylinders not secured from falling

Status:
Notes:

IFC 5303.3.5

Improper oily rag / waste containment

Status:
Notes:

IFC 304.3
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Means of Egress 

Blocked or obstructed means of egress

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: Remove all boxes, equipment and storage from exit hallway next to the bathrooms. Must be a clear path of egress for 
exit.

IFC 1030.3

Exit light(s) inoperative or not installed

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: Remove cover on lighted Exit sign in exit hallway near the bathrooms. This is a required exit. 

IFC 1011.6.3

Emergency lighting inoperative or not installed

Status:
Notes:

IFC 1006.3

Doors do not swing in direction of egress travel

Status:
Notes:

IFC 1008.1.2

Improper exit door latch device

Status:
Notes:

IFC 1008.1.9

Panic and fire exit hardware required

Status: INSP-Violation
Notes: Panic hardware required on kitchen exit door and the main entrance door leaving the seating area. Install panic 
hardware on doors. 

IFC 1008.1.10

Handrails not installed on stairways

Status:
Notes:

IFC 1009.15

Exterior door non-functioning

Status:
Notes:

IFC 504.2

Electrical Equipment

Extension cords used as permanent wiring

Status:
Notes:

IFC 605.5
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Additional Time Spent on Inspection:

Category Start Date / Time End Date / Time

No Additional time recordedNotes:

Total Additional Time: 0 minutes

Total Time: 90 minutes

Inspection Time: 90 minutes

Combustibles stored in electrical / mechanical room

Status:
Notes:

IFC 315.3.3

Combustibles stored beneath canopy / overhang

Status:
Notes:

IFC 315.4.1

Combustible stored in concealed spaces

Status:
Notes:

IFC 315.3.4

Other

1.

Status:
Notes:

Other

2.

Status:
Notes:

Other

3.

Status:
Notes:

Other

4.

Status:
Notes:

Other

5.

Status:
Notes:

Other
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Summary:

Overall Result: Correction Notice Issued

Violations must be corrected within 30-days or variance allowed in writing by the Fire 
Marshal or Fire Chief.  Contact the Ketchikan Fire Marshal to schedule a re-inspection at 
907-225-9616 once corrections have been completed.

Inspector Notes:

Inspector:
Name: O'Sullivan, Gretchen B
Rank: Fire Marshal
Work Phone(s): 907-617-1730
Email(s): gretcheno@ktn-ak.us
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Kim Stanker

From: Kacie Paxton <kaciep@kgbak.us>
Sent: Friday, June 17, 2022 11:51 AM
To: Taylor Lee; Jenni Fox
Cc: Kim Stanker
Subject: RE: Protest of Creek Street Cabaret Liquor License

CAUTION: External Email  
This email originated from a source outside the City of Ketchikan. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Thanks, Taylor – I sure hope they come into compliance with the fire code quickly.  
 
FYI – We do not need to take any action since they paid their taxes.  
 
Kacie Paxton, MMC 
Borough Clerk, Ketchikan Gateway Borough 
 

From: Taylor Lee <taylorl@City.Ketchikan.Ak.Us>  
Sent: Friday, June 17, 2022 11:38 AM 
To: Kacie Paxton <kaciep@kgbak.us>; Jenni Fox <jennif@kgbak.us> 
Cc: Kim Stanker <KimS@City.Ketchikan.Ak.Us> 
Subject: Protest of Creek Street Cabaret Liquor License 
 
Good morning, 
 
At last night’s regular City Council meeting of June 16, 2022, the City Council voted to protest Liquor License No. 4799 
issued to Creek Street Cabaret to the Alcohol Marijuana Control Board (AMCO) due to failure to complete required 
improvements per the Ketchikan Fire Department. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Taylor 
 
Taylor Lee, CMC 
Deputy City Clerk  
334 Front Street 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
907.228.5604  
taylorl@ktn‐ak.us 
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