Sample Non-Code Ordinance Authorizing a Specific Land Sale

CITY OF ___________ ORDINANCE #________
AUTHORIZATION FOR SALE OF CERTAIN CITY LANDS
Be it resolved by the Council for the City of ________________ as follows:

1. This non-code ordinance is adopted by the City Council pursuant to Section 3 of the City ordinance entitled "Leasing, Sale and Exchange of City Land" (adopted by the Council on
, 1984), for the purpose of authorizing the sale of certain City lands. After its adoption, this ordinance will be submitted to the voters for ratification as a ballot proposition at the next election.

2. The lands which are the subject of this ordinance are described on Appendix A. The City acquired these lands on
 [date] by a deed from the Townsite Trustee, United States Department of the Interior. Appendix A also lists the estimated value of each lot. The estimated value will be the minimum acceptable bid for the lot.

3. The Council has studied these lands and the existing and future land needs of the City and of its residents, and hereby finds that these lands are not required for City purposes and that the best interests of the City would be served by selling the lands. The Council also finds that there is an important public interest in encouraging (City) residents to become land owners in order to promote population stability.
4. The lands shall be sold at a sealed bid auction to be held by the City Clerk. Bids shall be accepted by the Clerk from ___________________________________________ [date and hour] until ____________________________________ [date and hour]. The Clerk shall then publicly open and tabulate the bids on ______________________________ [date] at ___________ [hour].

5. The land sale will be restricted to pre-qualified residents only. Any resident, as that term is defined in Section 8(c) of the City's Land ordinance, may qualify to participate in the sale by submitting a sworn statement of residency with his/her sealed bid.

6.
No one may purchase more than one lot at the sale.

7. Each lot purchaser will be required to pay at least twenty percent (20%) of the purchase price within five (5) days after the auction. If a purchaser fails to make this payment within five (5) days, he will lose his right to purchase the lot. The City will accept a promissory note for the balance of purchase price, up to a maximum of 80%, payable in equal annual installments with interest at the rate of twelve percent (12%) over a term of no more than ten (10) years. The promissory note will be secured by a first deed of trust on the lot.
8. Each deed issued by the City will contain the restriction that the lot may not be used for any purpose other than owner-occupied, single-household occupancy during the five years following the date of the auction.

Dated this
day of ________________________, 20__.

______________________________

                      [name and title]     
     For the City Council

Ratified by the votes of the City of __________ by a vote of_____________  at the election held on ___________________________.
                                     [date].







________________________________







Clerk

2

