
To:   Alaska State Dept. of Commerce, Local Boundary Commission 

Re:  Comments on Preliminary Report to LBC, Big Lake Incorporation 

Date:  January 15, 2015 

Dear Sir: 

The Big Lake Incorporation Team feels that the staff of the LBC did a very professional and thorough 
analysis of the petition to incorporate Big Lake.  We do, however, have a few corrections to make on the 
preliminary report and a suggested adjustment to the report’s proposed boundaries. 

Community Council Formation: 

 On page 13 of the report it states that the Big Lake Community Council was formed in 2010.  That is the 
correct date when the CC became a registered non-profit corporation.  The date, however, when the 
Community Council was established by Borough Resolution was March 5th, 1985. 

Mill Rate: 

The mill rate used to determine revenue in the report’s financial analysis is 3 mills.  Page 26 of the Big 
Lake petition used 2.57 mills to determine our $1,277,584 in tax revenue.  Unfortunately, also in our 
petition, on page 30, we stated 3 mills in error.   We understand how this was misinterpreted in your 
report.  It has always been the objective of the petitioners to form and operate a limited city 
government with the road service funds paid as part of our property taxes to the Borough.  In this way 
there is no increase in taxes for property owners, but we believe better service.  We apologize for our 
oversight and understand that the LBC will need to reevaluate their financial conclusion. 

Boundaries: 

The Preliminary Report recommends changes to the boundary of the proposed city.  The incorporation 
petition used the road service boundaries which contained excess and unpopulated land area.  The 
petitioner’s representative and incorporation team accepts your proposed changes as being 
appropriate, but we would like to propose three changes. 

The report’s amended boundary will cut across portions of three different lakes, making part of the lake 
within the city, and part outside the city.  Property owners outside the city will be using the city roads to 
access boat launches to travel to their properties.  In addition, having a lake divided could make it 
difficult for the city to properly address resident’s concerns when non-residents are using the same 
resource.   

The three lakes and sections we are requesting to be added back into our boundary are: 

Stephan Lake, Sections 12, 13, 23 and 24 of Township 16 North, Range 4 West. 

Diamond Lake, Sections 7 and 8 of Township 16 North, Range 4 West. 
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Papoose Twins Lakes, Sections 19 and 20 of Township 17 North, Range 4 West and Section 24 of 
Township 17 North, Range 5 West. 

I have attached a new metes and bounds description that incorporates these suggested changes.  I have 
also attached a map showing the specific areas. 

We look forward to continuing to work with the Boundary Commission as we move forward in the 
incorporation process. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Faiks 

Petitioner’s Representative 

page 2 of 2

Appendix B



J. Faiks Map page 1, 1/15/15

Appendix B



To:   Alaska State Dept. of Commerce, Local Boundary Commission 

Re:  Comments on Preliminary Report to LBC, Big Lake Incorporation 

Date:  January 15, 2015 

Dear Sir: 

The Big Lake Incorporation Team feels that the staff of the LBC did a very professional and thorough 

analysis of the petition to incorporate Big Lake.  We do, however, have a few corrections to make on the 

preliminary report and a suggested adjustment to the report’s proposed boundaries. 

Community Council Formation: 

 On page 13 of the report it states that the Big Lake Community Council was formed in 2010.  That is the 

correct date when the CC became a registered non-profit corporation.  The date, however, when the 

Community Council was established by Borough Resolution was March 5th, 1985. 

Mill Rate: 

The mill rate used to determine revenue in the report’s financial analysis is 3 mills.  Page 26 of the Big 

Lake petition used 2.57 mills to determine our $1,277,584 in tax revenue.  Unfortunately, also in our 

petition, on page 30, we stated 3 mills in error.   We understand how this was misinterpreted in your 

report.  It has always been the objective of the petitioners to form and operate a limited city 

government with the road service funds paid as part of our property taxes to the Borough.  In this way 

there is no increase in taxes for property owners, but we believe better service.  We apologize for our 

oversight and understand that the LBC will need to reevaluate their financial conclusion. 

Boundaries: 

The Preliminary Report recommends changes to the boundary of the proposed city.  The incorporation 

petition used the road service boundaries which contained excess and unpopulated land area.  The 

petitioner’s representative and incorporation team accepts your proposed changes as being 

appropriate, but we would like to propose three changes. 

The report’s amended boundary will cut across portions of three different lakes, making part of the lake 

within the city, and part outside the city.  Property owners outside the city will be using the city roads to 

access boat launches to travel to their properties.  In addition, having a lake divided could make it 

difficult for the city to properly address resident’s concerns when non-residents are using the same 

resource.   

The three lakes and sections we are requesting to be added back into our boundary are: 

Stephan Lake, Sections 12, 13, 23 and 24 of Township 16 North, Range 4 West. 

Diamond Lake, Section 8 Township 16 North, Range 4 West. 
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Papoose Twins Lakes, Sections 19 and 20 of Township 17 North, Range 4 West and Section 24 of 

Township 17 North, Range 5 West. 

I have attached a new metes and bounds description that incorporates these suggested changes.  I have 

also attached a map showing the specific areas. 

We look forward to continuing to work with the Boundary Commission as we move forward in the 

incorporation process. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Faiks 

Petitioner’s Representative 

PO Box 521152 

Big Lake, AK 99652 
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City of Houston 

PO Box 940027 

13878 W Armstrong 

Houston AK 99694 

(907) 892-6869 Direct 

(907) 892-7677 Fax 

Comments on the Preliminary Report to the Local Boundary Commission on the 

Houston Annexation Petition and the Big Lake City Incorporation Petition 

January 15, 2015 

Petitioner's Representative: Petitioner’s Co-Representative 

Mayor Virgie Thompson Deputy Mayor Lance Wilson 

PO Box 940027 PO Box 940027 

Houston, AK 99694  Houston, AK 99694 

(907) 892-6869 (907) 892-6869 

vthompson@houston-ak.gov lwilson@houston-ak.gov 

Honorable Members of the Local Boundary Commission: 

    The City of Houston is very appreciative of the high degree of dedication and professionalism 

demonstrated by the Local Boundary Commission Staff  as they process our petition.  Without 

reservation, we heartily agree with the LBC Staff recommendations contained in the Preliminary 

Report, dated December 16, 2014. 

    In closing, the City of Houston thanks the Local Boundary Commission for this opportunity to 

submit comments concerning our petition, and we hope to conclude action on our request at the 

earliest opportunity.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Virgie Thompson Lance Wilson 

Mayor, City of Houston Deputy Mayor, City of Houston 

Copy Furnished: 

Jim Faiks, Petitioner's Representative 

19559 W. Bryant Road, Big Lake, AK 99652 

alaskalpaca@mtaonline.net 
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