BEAR NECESSITIES

The Official Newsletter of the Made in Alaska Program

2013 Manufacturer of the Year

Congratulations to NOMAR. The Made in Alaska program has named the Homer-
based company NOMAR its Manufacturer of the Year for 2013. NOMAR is a
prime example of an Alaska business that has become an important part of the
community and demonstrates the can-do Alaskan spirit. The Division of
Economic Development Director Joe Jacobson presented the 2013 award to Kate
Mitchell and Jennifer Hakala at the Alaska Small Business Development Annual
Celebration Luncheon held April 30 at the Dena'ina Center in Anchorage.
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: SRS products, fleece clothing, outdoor gear, and upholstery. NOMAR is known for its
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and Kate Mitchell of NOMAR

In an era when apparel, canvas, and upholstery manufacturing businesses have
closed and production shifts out of the country, NOMAR’s persistence of
manufacturing high-quality, Alaska-specific designs, in a friendly local setting have
stood out. A family enterprise with many talented employees, NOMAR pays
attention to each detail and builds its products with high-grade, weather-resistant
materials and marine-grade hardware.

Owners Ben and Kate Mitchell started working with canvas in 1976 when they
lived in Ketchikan. After a Coast Guard transfer to Homer in 1978, they set up
shop in a converted GMC school bus heated by a small barrel stove and parked in
the boat yard on Kachemak Drive. Known then as “Mitchell's Marine Canvas &
BN Upholstery”, they manufactured their custom boat tops with a single commercial

Photo by McKibben Jackinsky, Homer sewing machine.
News. Kate Mitchell, center, with son

Richard and daughter Jen Hakala, and With initiative and drive, the Mitchells expanded their company and changed its
husband Ben (not pictured) are the name to NOMAR (Northern Marine Canvas Products). Leaving behind their
driving force behind NOMAR. modest school bus in 1993, NOMAR now resides in a beautiful retail store and has

10,000 square feet of workspace. As well as Kate and Ben and their adult children
Richard and Jennifer, the business employs 16 full-time employees with diverse
sewing and design skills.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

The durability of NOMAR products for commercial fisherman has earned the
company a statewide reputation. The expanded line of products available in the
Manufacturer of the Year retail store and online attracts customers from around the world. NOMAR's
Torch Award product lines are well-suited for the Alaska and similar environments:
Carrs/Safeway Announcement....3 Polarfleece® jackets, sweatshirts, Fisherman's Pullover, and other garments are
Workshop & Webinar Recap........3 designed to be warm, tough, and good looking.

New Permits
NOMAR also produces bags for almost every purpose, season, and adventure.
Products for Alaska fisheries including the original NOMAR “Brailer” and “Slush”

bags are produced in all sizes and shapes.

continued on next page
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2013 Manufacturer of the Year (Continued)

In addition, NOMAR's full-service boat shop does custom design to meet the canvas and upholstery needs of boat, home, and
RV owners. NOMAR can outfit a new boat or refurbish an old one with new seats, bunks, carpet and window treatments.
The upholstery department can upgrade a worn-out, duct-taped snow machine seat or create an entire set of booths for a new
restaurant.

Congratulations, NOMARI!

NOMAR

104 E. Pioneer Avenue
Homer, AK 99603
www.nomatralaska.com

info@nomaralaksa.com

Photo by McKibben Jackinsky, Homer News

The current crew at NOMAR includes, front row from left,
Sarah Swisher, Jen Hakala, Cassie Sheldon, Leza Ball, Allie
Martushev; and, back row from left: Richard Mitchell, Josh
Kastelle, Tiffany Ferris, Becca Richel, Bridget Kearsey, Kate
Mitchell, Haz Tilter, Lance Cowan. Not shown: Gabby
Damro, Tony Basargin, Kelli Somers, Margaret Quarton and
Ben Mitchell

Alaska Business of the Year Torch Award

The Better Business Bureau has announced that Glacier Smoothie Soaps
LLC of Juneau is the 2014 recipient of the Alaska Business of the Year
Torch Award.

An awards ceremony will take place on Wednesday, June 4, from 1:00-3:00
pm., at the Glacier Smoothie Soap Shop, 356 South Franklin Street,
downtown Juneau. Don Habeger, Department of Administration Deputy
Commission is scheduled to speak, as well as Better Business Bureau
representatives from Alaska, Oregon and Western Washington. The event
will include performances by the competitive jump rope team, the Juneau
Jumpers, and the Thunder Mountain High School Jazz Band.

For more information contact shawna.dutton(@thebbb.oro at
206-676-4164 or michelle.tabler@thebbb.oro at 907-644-5208.
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Workshop and Webinar Recap

Earlier this year, Made in Alaska presented five free workshops in
Anchorage, Cordova, Soldotna, Homer and Seldovia. In addition, we hosted
five free online webinars on pertinent topics. All workshops and webinars
were successful and well-attended, with ten to twenty people at each event.

Workshop topics:
Made In Alaska Overview
Expanding Your Sales
Promoting Your Company
Digital Photography

Webinar topics:
Color Forecast
Packaging and Presentation of Products
Alaska Small Business Development Center
Booth Merchandising and Lighting
Company Branding

Cordova photography workshop
Permit #6890 - Knot Crazy!

If you missed any of the webinar presentations, you can access them on our
website at www.madeinalaska.org under "Previous Training Presentations."
If you are unable to download the file from the website, please let us know.
We will be happy to burn a CD of the recording and mail it to you. Each
presentation is about an hour to watch.

Anchorage photography workshop
Permit #7148 - Sweet Chalet

Made in Alaska and Alaska Grown participants!

The Division of Economic Development (DED) is working with Carrs/Safeway to identify Alaskan manufacturers and
producers interested in selling their products at local stores in Alaska. If you are a participant in the Made in Alaska or Alaska
Grown Program and are interested in the opportunity, please contact Michael Hanzuk at (907) 269-8104 or
michael.hanzuk(@alaska.gov for more information.

Interested parties must meet the following criteria to be considered:

e Ability to meet the supplying and demand of a 24 store chain order
e Labeling and UPC codes on your products

e Provide product(s) description information (sheet will be provided)
e Deliver directly or through distributor
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Welcome New Permit Holdets

Blue Ice Alaska

Ronetta McConnell

Anchorage 632-9055

Permit #7122

Photography-fine art photographs and
notecards w/4x6 photos of Alaskan wildlife,
landscape, people, and everyday life in Alaska.
BluelceAlaska@yahoo.com

www.blueicealaska.com

Wholesale - Yes

7122 - Blue Ice Alaska

Alaska Beadwork

Cindy VanWezel

Ninilchik 398-9586

Permit #7123

Barrettes, key chains, magnets, covers
(checkbook and credit card), medicine bags,
eatrings, mitrors, picture frames, and wall
hangings. All items feature sewn beadwork on
smoked moose leather or regular leather (elk,
moose, or deer).

Permit #7124

Slippers featuring sewn beadwork on smoked
moose leather or regular leather (elk or deer)
finished with fur.

cindv@alaskabadwork.com

www.alaskabeadwork.com

Wholesale - No

Ohlson Mountain Mineral Springs H20
William Strutz

Homer 235-5110

Permit #7125

Gallon mineral springs bottled water sold in
returnable 5-gallon plastic jugs.

www.ohlsonmountainmineralspringsh2o.com
Wholesale - Yes

Bay Welding Services
Allen & Linda Engebretsen
Homer 235-5103

Permit #7126

Custom aluminum boats.
info@bayweldboats.com
www.bayweldboats.com
Wholesale - No

Alaska Wildgear, Inc

Douglass Hodges

Soldotna 776-5484

Permit #7127

Alaska Wildgear brand clothing, AK 49 brand
clothing, and screen printed apparel.

hodges(@alaska.net

www.alaskawildgear.net
Wholesale - Yes

Last Frontier Knives

Thomas Van Krevelen

Wasilla 841-7351

Permit #7128

Hand-forged knives with caribou horn or
birch wood handles.
thomasvank@gmail.com

www.lastfrontierknives.com
Wholesale - Yes

Shagi LLC

John Christ, Jr.

Anchorage 230-2095

Permit #7129

Shagi's Shaghai Sauce: A mix of Alaska
honey, citrus, and peppers. Used as a dip
marinade-cooking sauce.

shagi@shagi.com

www.shagi.com
Wholesale - Yes

Solringer Guitar

Barbara/Catl Rye

Anchorage 677-7044

Permit #7130

Custom-made acoustic and electric guitars,
ukuleles, and mountain dulcimers.
katlerik(@solringer.com
www.solringerguitar.com

Wholesale - No

Emerald Alaska Inc

Blake Hillis

Palmer 258-1558

Permit #7131

ArcticBlu DEF (Diesel Exhaust Fluid).
blakeh(@emeraldnw.com
www.Emeraldnw.com

Wholesale - Yes

Artrageous Designs by Debora Deal
Debora Deal

Anchorage 538-7011

Permit #7132

Handmade windows using stained glass, cut
glass, mosaics, and assemblage creations.
toothfairy debby(@yahoo.com

Wholesale - Yes

Palmer's Chicken Gold Co.
John Palmer

Palmer 745-7715

Permit #7133

Bone and antler carvings.
Permit #7134

Custom made knives and ulus.
Permit #7135

Gold nugget and fine jewelry .

palmers@mtaonline.net
Wholesale - Yes

Alaska Wood Art

David Gillespie

Anchorage 441-7948

Permit #7136

Wood crafts and carvings; bowls, spoons,
plates, etc.

aklpiper@gmail.com
Wholesale - No
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7136 - Alaska Wood Art

Sew What? Quilting with Attitude
Lois Epperson

Wasilla 376-6495

Permit #7137

A variety of sewn products using cloth,
including sewn gifts, home decor, quilts,
baby blankets, kitchen potholders, etc.
quiltingwithattitude@gmail.com
www.quiltingwithattitude.com
Wholesale - No

Go Fish! Designs

Frances Hallgren

Delta Junction 388-2008

Permit #7138

Jewelry designed around fishing lures and
flies.

gofish@fastimap.com
www.gofishdesions.biz

Wholesale - No

Grandma's Keepsakes

Marilyn Loyd

Big Lake 892-6774

Permit #7139

Laser engraving or sand blasting on glass,
wood, and more; packaged or boxed;
custom-made stands.

gmaskeepsakes@mtaonline.com
Wholesale - Yes

Tilgnet's Specialized Smoked Seafoods
Kris Tilgner

Ninilchik 567-7428

Permit #7140

Cold smoked salmon.
contact@tilgnerssmokedfish.com
www.tilenerssmokedfish.com

Wholesale - Yes

Alaska Digital Postcard

David Kohler

Palmer 345-9821

Permit #7141

Thumbdrivess of 500 photographs of
Alaska. Buyers may use them any way they
wish.

david@akdigitapostcard.com

www.akdigitalpostcard.com
Wholesale - No

Celebrate You!

Shar Anderson

Seward 208-369-0028

Permit #7142

Zip Pulls with various themes including
animals, bead, positive words, etc.
photogall7@yahoo.com

Wholesale - Yes

Drool Central: A Mum and Pup Barkery

Daisy Nicolas

Anchorage 227-6714

Permit #7143

Homemade dog treats and dog meals using
Alaska wild fish and livers (salmon, cod,
sablefish), Alaska batley, Alaska-grown
carrots and veggies.
daisv@droolcentral.com

www.droolcentral.com
Wholesale - No

Cast Stone Creations AK
Christine Boddy

North Pole 388-0224
Permit #7144

Concrete garden ornaments.

caststonecreationsak@gmail.com
Wholesale - No

Alaska Corn Company
Stephen Troxell
Anchorage 378-3600
Permit #7145

Gourmet popcorn.
akpopcornco@yahoo.com

www.alaskacorncompany.com
Wholesale - Yes

Fairweather Ski Works LL.C
Tan Seward

Haines 766-3540

Permit #7146

Handmade skis and snowboards.
iansewardsfolly@gmail.com
www.Fairweatherskiworks.com
Wholesale - Yes

7147 - Alaskan Peanut Brittle

Alaskan Peanut Brittle

Curtis Bruce

Ketchikan 225-5393

Permit #7147

Handmade peanut brittle in one-pound
boxes.

AlaskanPeanutBrittle@hotmail.com
Wholesale - No

Sweet Chalet

Ingrid Shim

Anchorage 297-9568

Permit #7148

Artisan chocolate, confectionery, and
pastries.
orders@sweetchaletalaska.com

www.sweetchaletalaska.com
Wholesale - Yes
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Alaska Judes Yarns
Judith Johnson
Wasilla 631-0404
Permit #7149
Hand-Dyed yarns.
akjjvarn@yahoo.com

Wholesale - No
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7149 - Alaska ]L;ies Yarn;

Margaret's Marvelous Marvels
Margaret Outka

Anchorage 561-4071

Permit #7150

Scarfs with wire, infinity scarfs, and scarfs
made of fur.

crystalforgetmenotewlry@hotmaill.com
Wholesale - No

Midnight Sun Organics
Jacob Howard

Seward 312-0967

Permit #7151

Handcrafted, 100% organic skincare goods.

midnightsunorganic@gmail.com
Wholesale - No

7151 - Midnight Sun Organics

Reel Ranger

Phil Goldstine

Eagle River 694-9963

Permit #7152

Custom Alaska fish art, reproductions, and
replicas.

philgoldstine@reelranger.net
www.reelranger.net

Wholesale - Yes

Franz Bakery

Larry Brandt

Portland 351-7957

Permit #7153

Baked Goods - Breads, buns, and rolls.
Larry.Brandt@usbakery.com

www.franzbakery.com
Wholesale - Yes

AK Bottling Co.
Richard Stryken
Palmer

Permit #7154
Water bottling.

matvalleyproperties@gmail.com
Wholesale - Yes

Victoria's Designs

Victoria Douglass-Strait

Klawock 401-1530

Permit #7155

Wool vests for men and women, jackets,
swing, and rain coats.
victoria.strait@yahoo.com

Wholesale - Yes

Alaska Seasoning Company

Laura Pruett

Soldotna 232-3211

Permit #7156

Seasoning blends: Gold Rush Seasoning,
Denali Seasoning, and Kodiak Cajun
Seasoning.

asc(@mtaonline.net

www.alaskaseasoningcompany.com

Wholesale - Yes

Ugly Mugs

Katie Garcia

Anchorage 222-2412
Permit #7157

Note cards and art prints.
caricatures@ugly-mugs.com
www.ugly-mugs.com

Wholesale - No

Forget Me Not Gallery

Debi Kennedy

Haines 766-3572

Permit #7158

Silver jewelry.

Permit #7159

Dolls and figurative sculptures.
Permit #7160

Hats.

Permit #7161

Block Prints.

Permit #7162

T-Shirts.

Permit #7163

Carved wood and fossil ivory sculptures.

dkk@debiknightkennedy.com

WWW.debiknightkennedy.com
Wholesale - Yes

Sudkamp Design

Anne Sudkamp

Fairbanks 479-5192

Permit #7164

Jewelry made from nature, recycled items,
and various types of beads.

anne.sudkamp(@gmail.com
Wholesale - Yes

Black Diamond Resort Co.

Marilyn Usibelli

Healy 683-2427

Permit #7165

Black diamond food line: Marinara sauce,

mango chutney, spicy green pepper chutney,

tomato chutney, pickled garlic, Alaskan
bison chili, and Alaskan bison bourguignon.
usibelli@mtaonline.net
www.blackdiamondtourco.com
Wholesale - No
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Cookman's Color Creations
Pamela Cookman

Eagle River 726-1259

Permit #7166

Unique, one-of-a-kind handmade bird baths.

Permit #7167
Table top cardboard cribbage boards.
picookman@yahoo.ocm

Wholesale - Yes

Tony's Fly's

Tony Hepinstall

Palmer 414-0260

Permit #7168

Hand-crafted fly fishing lures.

tonysflys@hotmail.com
Wholesale - No

Dreamy Moose LLC

Alecia Brettschneider

Anchorage 952-7636

Permit #7169

Backpacks, lunch boxes, and chair pocket
storage.

Permit #7170

Birdhouses, wreaths, wooden baskets, and
dream catchers.

Permit #7171

Polymer clay creations, fabric, beads,
ribbons, sequins, and yarn.

Permit #7172

Crochet items: scatfs, hats, purses,
ornaments, garlands, and garment
embellishment.

Permit #7173

Paint, gems, wood, ribbon, and fabric made
with items from the garden.

Permit #7174

'Apple Pie' products: Creating and sewing
aprons, pajamas, cloth diapers, storage bags,
purses, pillows, and rugs.
alecia@dreamymoose.com

www.dreamymoose.com
Wholesale - No

Wood Pellet Burn Basket.Com

Thomas Bruner

Fairbanks 888-2770

Permit #7175

Burn basket that burns wood pellets without
the need of electricity.
tlb_productions@gci.net
www.woodpelletburnbasket.com

Wholesale - No

7175 - Wood Pellet Burn Basket.Com

Homestead Bed and Breakfast
Sally McClaughlin

Gustavus 209-4488

Permit #7176

Soap and salve.
homesteadbb@hughes.net
www.homesteadbedbreakfast.com
Wholesale - Yes

Earthen Bounty

Melinda Like

Wasilla 217-433-7613

Permit #7177

Homemade soaps, lip balms, body butters,
and lotions.

mindylike@yahoo.com
www.earthbounty.com

Wholesale - Yes

Becca's Alpacas
Rebecca Allely
Palmer 746-3442
Permit #7178
Hand-spun alpaca fleece, and handmade
alpaca garments.
beccasalpacas

Wholesale - No

ail.com

Cedar Treasures

Angela Olson

Wardcove 617-8687

Permit #7179

Cedar artwork, sculptures, jewelry,
ornaments, dream catchers, carvings, and
weavings.

angiebuel78(@yahoo.co.uk

Wholesale - Yes

GripAll

Patrick Fisher

Fairbanks 800-513-8992

Permit #7180

Xtreme Grip: studded peel and stick anti-slip
traction product.

Permit #7184

LavaGrip and XtremeGrip: Aggregate peel
and stick anti-slip traction products.
Permit #7185

LavaRungs: Aggregate peel and stick anti-
slip ladder and scaffolding rung covers.

pfisher@gripallusa.com

www.gripallusa.com
Wholesale - Yes

® GripAll

@ GripAll

Maximum Grip. All the 1i
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7180 - GripAll

eataksalmon

Whitney Wiberg

Girdwood 382-7002

Permit #7181

Canned smoked sockeye salmon.

eataksalmon@gmail.com
Wholesale - No

AKBonfire

Guy Holt

Juneau 586-6844

Permit #7182
Hand-poured soy candles.
guy(@akbonfire.com

Wholesale - Yes
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Kodiak Canvas Company LL.C

Sara Bruce

Kodiak 539-2704

Permit #7183

Tote bags and upholstery using marine-
grade fabric and thread covers fabricated for
marine, residential, commercial, and
government customers.
kodiak.canvas.co@gmail.com

www.kodiakcanvascompany.com
Wholesale - No

7183 - Kodiak Canvas

Jenson and Sons Construction, Inc.
Dwayne Jenson

Wasilla 357-7470

Permit #7186

Custom cabinetry and casework, wood and
plastic laminate.

Permit #7187

Custom counter tops, plastic laminate.
Permit #7188

Custom solid surface counter tops, shower
surrounds, and window sills.
jsci@mtaonline.net

Wholesale - No

Pickled Willys LLC

Barbara Hughes

Kodiak 512-7635

Permit #7189

Pickled Alaska seafood, smoked Alaskan
fish, and frozen crab tails.
bhughes@pickledwillys.com
www.pickledwillys.com

Wholesale - Yes

7189 - Pickled Willys LL.C

Rivers Edge Studio

Stephanie LeProwse

Peters Creek 351-3516

Permit #7190

Alaskan wildlife glassed mosaic art.
ak_riversedgestudio@yahoo.com

Wholesale - No

Sauced Sauces
Cassandra Miller
Haines 766-3255
Permit #7191
Jams and jellies.
Saucedsauces

Wholesale - No

hotmail.com

Simple Designs

Bruce Jordan

Anchorage 745-0555

Permit #7192

Cedar bird houses, bird feeders, planters,
lathe turned fish 'bonkers' and natural birch
candles.

magooobk@gomail.com

Wholesale - No

Kuma Custom Calls
Patrick Schue
Anchorage 376-6165
Permit #7196

Custom made duck calls.
Wholesale - No

K.I.S.S Creations
Cheryl Evans
Fairbanks 590-2267
Permit #7197
Sewn items.

Kiss.Creations@yahoo.com
Wholesale - No

The Potter's Cabin
Lisa Franzman
Sterling 262-5903
Permit #7198
Handmade pottery.

Franzmannlk@yahoo.com
Wholesale - No

Muddied Paws

Alison Brehmer

Juneau 209-4974

Permit #7199

Handmade dog collars and leashes.
Muddiedpaws
www.muddiedpaws.com

Wholesale - No

mail.com

7199 - Muddied Paws

Sweet Pea Jeweled

Jessica Struck

Fairbanks 750-8459

Permit #7200

Handmade jewelry and beads.
jessica@sweetpeajeweled.com
www.sweatpeajeweled.com
Wholesale — No
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