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CHAPTER	NINE:	RISK	MAP	STUDY	RECOMMENDATIONS	

E ach year the State of Alaska is asked to provide FEMA with an updated list of the priority Alaskan 
watersheds recommended for study under FEMA’s Risk MAP Program in the next federal fiscal year. 

The Alaska Prioritization and Future Studies Sequencing Decision Support System was developed to 
provide a defensible and fair prioritization of Alaskan watersheds containing NFIP-participating 
communities. 
 
A new focus of the Risk Map program in Alaska is on imminently-threatened Alaska Native villages. As 
discussed in Chapters Four and Eight, prioritization of these communities has been based on the results of 
the Alaska Statewide Threat Assessment being finalized by the Denali Commission in coordination with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Alaska District, the Cold Regions Research and Engineering 
Laboratory, and the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Identifying watersheds through this process was 
discussed in Chapter Eight. 
 
The table below identifies the five HUC-8 watersheds prioritized for future Risk MAP studies. 

# HUC‐8 Watershed Alaska Na ve Villages within Watershed 

1  19030502 Kuskokwim Delta 

Primary: Akiak, Chefornak, Napakiak, Nunapitchuk, Tuntu‐
tuliak 
Secondary: Eek, Kongiganak, Nightmute, Quinhagak, 
Toksook Bay, Tuluksak 

2  19040805 Yukon Delta 
Primary: Kotlik, Alakanuk, 
Secondary: Chevak, Nunam  Iqua 

3  19050104 Nome  Golovin 

4  19050102 Unalakleet 
Primary: Shaktoolik, Unalakleet 
Secondary: Stebbins, Saint Michael 

5  19040403  Yukon Flats  Fort Yukon 

Table 26: Priority Watersheds for Risk MAP Studies in the Next Several Years 

The map on the next page (page 144) shows the locations of these five watersheds and the primary and 
secondary communities within each watershed. 
 
In addition to the new focus of Alaska Risk MAP on non-NFIP communities, NFIP-Participating 
communities will continue to be prioritized for future Risk MAP studies as they identify flood study or 
risk assessment needs.  The State Risk MAP Coordinator and FEMA have begun Pre-Discovery dialogs 
with both the village of Kotlik and Haines Borough  for Risk MAP studies that will begin in Federal 
Fiscal Year 2020 (October 1, 2019 - September 30, 2020).  The village of Akiak and Fairbanks North 
Star Borough have been tentatively identified for Discovery in Federal Fiscal Year 2021 (October 1, 2020 
- September 30, 2021).   
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