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LEVEE COMPONENTS: 

Levee Crown:  The flat surface at 

the top of a levee that is equal to 

or narrower than the base 

Embankment:  A mound of earth 

raised to retain or divert water 

Freeboard:  The height of a levee 

above the flood level it was 

designed to protect against, used 

as a safety measure to 

compensate for design 

uncertainty and unanticipated 

factors that could increase the 

size of a flood 

Levee Toe:  The edge of the levee 

where the base meets the natural 

ground 

 

What is a Levee? 
Levees and Levee Systems 

 

Anatomy of a Levee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEMA has identified thousands of 

miles of levees impacting millions of 

people Nationwide.  Living with 

levees is a shared responsibility, 

and it is important for levee owners, 

communities, and homeowners to 

understand what levees are and the 

risks associated with living and 

working near levee areas. Levees 

can and do fail, often with 

catastrophic results.  Even the best 

flood protection system or structure 

cannot completely eliminate all risk 

of flooding. 
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Who Owns and Maintains the Nation’s Levees? 

Where are Levees Located?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be Prepared for a Flood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Information 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/lv_intro.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/levees
http://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/flooding_flood_risks/levee_simulator.jsp
http://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/flooding_flood_risks/levee_simulator.jsp
http://www.floodsmart.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/hazard/flood/index.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/hm_main.shtm

