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STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, COMMUNITY AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
DIVISION OF CORPORATIONS,
BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL LICENSING
BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS

MINUTES OF MEETING
SEPTEMBER 7, 2012

These minutes were prepared by the staff of the Division of Corporations, Business
and Professional Licensing. They have not been reviewed or approved by the
board.

By authority of AS 08.01.070(2) and AS 08.36.040 and in compliance with the
provisions of Article 6 of AS 44.62, a scheduled meeting of the Board of Dental
Examiners was held Sept. 7, 2012, at the Bayview Bldg., Conf. Room 309, 619 Ship
Creek, Anchorage, Alaska.

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Thomas Wells, Chairman at 8:33 a.m.
Roll Call
Those present, constituting a quorum of the board, were:

Dr. Thomas Wells, President — Anchorage

Dr. Mary Anne Navitsky — Sitka

Dr. Paul Silveira - Valdez

Dr. Thomas Kovaleski - Chugiak

Deborah Stauffer — Dental Hygienist — Anchorage
Dr. Clifford D. White — Dillingham

Robyn Chaney — Public Member — Dillingham

Those absent and excused:
Cheryl Fellenberg — Dental Hygienist ~Wasilla
Dr. Robert Warren — Anchorage

In attendance from the Division of Corporations, Business & Professional Licensing,
Department of Commerce, Community and Economic Development were:

Brenda Donohue, Licensing Examiner — Juneau

D. O’Tierney, Deputy Commissioner — Dept. of Commerce, Community &
Economic Development

Dan Branch, Asst. Attorney General, Dept. of Law.
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Agenda Item 1 — Review Agenda
Dr. Wells asked Ms. Donohue to review the Agenda. Ms. Donohue then noted additions
to the Agenda as follows:

e First change to the Agenda is that following roll-call, review of the Agenda and
approval of the minutes the Board will move directly to discussion of the dental
specialty license repeal issue. All other agenda items will be rearranged or tabled
to the next meeting accordingly.

Item 6 — INVESTIGATION REPORT - Ms. Donohue reported she had contacted
Investigation Unit Chief three times, with no response. She is unsure if there will be an
Investigator in attendance, and an Investigation Report provided.

Item 9 — NEW/OLD BUSINESS
e Does the Board need to approve CE Courses For Programs Already Approved by
the Board?

Agenda Item 2 — Review Minutes

Following review of the March 13, 2012 meeting minutes:

Upon a motion duly made by Stauffer, seconded by White and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve the Mar. 13,2012 meeting minutes as
presented.

Following review of the May 14, 2012 meeting minutes and noting corrections:

Upon a motion duly made by Chaney, seconded by Stauffer and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve the May 14, 2012 meeting minutes as
corrected.

Following review of the June 6, 2012 meeting minutes and noting corrections:

Upon a motion duly made by Chaney, seconded by Stauffer and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve the June 6, 2012 meeting minutes as
corrected.
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The Board moved immediately to the discussion pertaining to the repeal of the dental
specialty license, with no provisions to accommodate the licensees, included in SB 92.
The changes enacted with the passage of this bill became effective August 29, 2012.

Following lengthy discussion between the Board and Mr. Branch, this item was tabled to
2:30 when Mr. Branch would return with a draft regulation change for the Board’s

consideration.

Agenda Item 3 — Ethics Report/Training

Dr. Wells asked if anyone had any possible ethics violations to report. There was no
response, indicating no ethics reports were necessary.

Agenda Item 4 — Budget Review

Budget Report showing information at the end of 3" QTR FY 2012 was reviewed, and
the Board had no questions. Figures reflect total revenues of $36,025, Total Expenditures
of $156,406, Annual Deficit of $120,381, Beginning Cumulative Surplus of $490,477
and Ending Cumulative Surplus of $370,096. Misty Frawley, the Division’s
Administrative Officer, included a report on the results of the board/commission
revenue/expenditure reconciliation project completed in July.

Agenda Item 5 — Miscellaneous Correspondence

AADB/ADA Annual Meeting ~ Due to Dr. Warren’s health issues discussion was held
about appointing an alternate for him to attend the Annual Meeting of the AADB in
October, to be held in San Francisco this year.

Upon a motion duly made by Chaney, seconded by Stauffer and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve Dr. Navitsky as alternate to attend the AADB
129" Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA., October 17-18, 2012 if
Dr. Warren is unable to attend.

AADB — Invoice for Annual membership dues for the board and board members.
Information only.

Am. Board of Facial Esthetics — Guideline for proper facial esthetics training in dentistry.
Information only.
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Agenda Item 6 — Investigative Report

Mr. Warren, Chief Investigator, joined the meeting at 10:25 a.m. to present the
Investigative Report. He noted he is attending the meeting as a full-time Investigator is
not currently appointed to the Dental Board. The Dental Board cases are farmed-out
among the more skilled investigators in an effort to clear backlog cases. Brian Howes, a
long-time Investigator with the Unit, is going to assist with dental Board cases until a
full-time, dedicated investigator has been hired. At that time Mr. Howes will train the
Board’s Investigator. Mr. Howes is not here today as he is out sick, but he did provide
Mr. Warren with material for the meeting.

The Board expressed their concern with the staff juggling of the Dental Board cases, and
the lack of response to Ms. Donohue’s inquiries to obtain the Investigation Report and
assure an Investigator would be attending the meeting. Mr. Warren responded he is
working on those issues.

The board determined to enter executive session to review an Investigation case.

On a motion duly made by Stauffer, seconded by Kovaleski and
approved unanimously, it was

RESOLVED to enter executive session in accordance with AS
44.62.310(c)(2), and Alaska Constitutional Right to Privacy
Provisions, for the purpose of reviewing Investigation issues, with
staff to remain.

Entered into executive session at 10:34 a.m.
Out of executive session at 11:23 a.m.

Agenda Item 7 — Review Applications

Credential Application and Review & Assign Interview Questions

Dr. Wells assigned interview questions.

The board determined to enter executive session to review an application,
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On a motion duly made by Chaney, seconded by White and
approved unanimously, it was

RESOLVED to enter executive session in accordance with AS
44.62.310(c)(2), and Alaska Constitutional Right to Privacy
Provisions, for the purpose of reviewing an application, with staff to
remain.

Entered into executive session at 11:25 a.m.
Out of executive session at 11:40 a.m.

The applications for the following dentists applying by credentials have been verified and
found it to be in order, and are scheduled for personal interviews starting at 1:00 p.m.

Jane A. Bleuel, DMD (Silveira)
Paul D. Hopkins, DDS (Fellenberg)
Michelle B. Eberle, DDS (Wells)
Abby M. DeBonis, DDS (Navitsky)
Edwin H. Kim, DDS (Stauffer)
Jacqueline Y. Lee, DDS (Chaney)
Keith L. Stucki, DMD (White)

Agenda Item 8 — Goals & Objectives

The Board reviewed their Goals and Objectives for FY 2012 and made the following
changes:

#2 — SB92 repealed the requirement for dental applicants to provide dental
association membership information. Delete.

#9 — Ms. Donohue said she would need to review the changes enacted with SB92,
but she doesn’t think it provides for the Board to allow a “designee” to approve license
applications except dentist and dental hygiene by credentials.

#10 — Online renewal — Director Habeger updated the Board that currently IT is
implementing a new database system and the timeframe for that project is the next year.

#11 — Study WREB clinical exam. Delete, has been done.

Upon a motion duly made by Stauffer, seconded by Kovaleski and approved
unanimously, it was:
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RESOLVED to delete #2 and #11 from their Goals and Objectives.

Agenda Item 10 — Public Comment

There was no public comment offered.
Recess for lunch 12:07 p.m.; back from lunch 1:02 p.m.

Agenda Item 11 — Personal Interview for Dental Applicants by Credentials

Paul D. Hopkins, DDS

Applicant Paul D. Hopkins joined the meeting for the personal interview.
Dr. Wells welcomed the applicant to the meeting and explained the interview process.

Fellenberg reviewed the application for Dr. Hopkins, and the board proceeded in asking
the standard interview questions.

Upon a motion duly made by Stauffer, seconded by Silveira and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve Paul D. Hopkins, DDS for dental licensure by
credentials.

Jane A. Bleuel, DMD

Applicant Jane A. Bleuel joined the meeting for the personal interview.
Dr. Wells welcomed the applicant to the meeting and explained the interview process.

Silveira reviewed the application for Dr. Bleuel, and the board proceeded in asking the
standard interview questions.

Upon a motion duly made by Silveira, seconded by Stauffer and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve Jane A. Bleuel, DMD for dental licensure by
credentials.
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Jacqueline Y. Lee, DDS

Applicant Jacqueline Y. Lee joined the meeting for the personal interview.
Dr. Wells welcomed the applicant to the meeting and explained the interview process.

Chaney reviewed the application for Dr. Lee, and the board proceeded in asking the
standard interview questions.

Upon a motion duly made by Chaney, seconded by White and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve Jacqueline Y. Lee, DDS, for dental licensure
by credentials.

Edwin H. Kim, DDS

Applicant Edwin H. Kim joined the meeting for the personal interview.
Dr. Wells welcomed the applicant to the meeting and explained the interview process.

Stauffer reviewed the application for Dr. Kim, and the board proceeded in asking the
standard interview questions.

Upon a motion duly made by Stauffer, seconded by Kovaleski and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve Edwin H. Kim, DDS, for dental licensure by
credentials.

Chad M. Winthrop, DMD

Applicant Chad M. Winthrop joined the meeting via teleconference for the personal
interview.

Dr. Wells welcomed the applicant to the meeting and explained the interview process.

Kovaleski reviewed the application for Dr. Winthrop, and the board proceeded in asking
the standard interview questions.
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Upon a motion duly made by Kovaleski, seconded by Silveira and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve Chad M. Winthrop, DMD, for dental
licensure by credentials.

Abby M. DeBonis, DDS

Applicant Abby M. DeBonis joined the meeting via teleconference for the personal
interview.

Dr. Wells welcomed the applicant to the meeting and explained the interview process.

Navitsky reviewed the application for Dr. DeBonis, and the board proceeded in asking
the standard ifiterview questions.

Upon a motion duly made by Navitsky, seconded by Chaney and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve Abby M. DeBonis, DDS, for dental licensure
by credentials.

Keith L. Stucki, DMD

Applicant Keith L. Stucki joined the meeting via teleconference for the personal
interview.

Dr. Wells welcomed the applicant to the meeting and explained the interview process.

White reviewed the application for Dr. Stucki, and the board proceeded in asking the
standard interview questions.

Upon a motion duly made by White, seconded by Silveira and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve Keith L. Stucki, DMD, for dental licensure
by credentials.
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Michelle B. Eberle, DDS

Applicant Michelle B. Eberle joined the meeting via teleconference for the personal
interview.

Dr. Wells welcomed the applicant to the meeting and explained the interview process.

Wells reviewed the application for Dr. Eberle, and the board proceeded in asking the
standard interview questions.

Upon a motion duly made by Wells, seconded by Kovaleski and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to approve Michelle B. Eberle, DDS, for dental licensure
by credentials.

Agenda Item 9 — New/Old Business

WREB — email from Beth Cole of WREB to Cheryl Fellenberg in response to the
Board’s request to WREB to consider changes to scheduling policies for dental hygiene
and local anesthetic exams due to Alaska’s geographic challenges. WREB is willing to
make accommodations for Alaska as a valued member state with unique geographical
challenges, and will try changes in the schedule as a pilot in 2013. The Board directed
Ms. Donohue to reply to Kristi Moorehead with the Univ. of AK-Anchorage, who
initially asked for the Board to check with WREB about the scheduling hardships. They
asked that Univ. of AK-Fairbanks be copied on the correspondence.

Ms. Fellenberg will thank Beth Cole for the decision by WREB to make accommodations
to help meet Alaska’s needs.

2003 Board Letter RE: Advertising- Review tabled to the Dec. 7, 2012 meeting.

Newsletter Draft-Review tabled to the Dec. 7, 2012 meeting.

Agenda Item 12 — Regulations

Ms. Donohue included in the Board packet a copy of the Board’s regulation project
dealing with requirements for administration of anesthetics and sedation, restorative
function and courses for dental hygienists and dental assistants, and collaborative
agreements, which the Board adopted on March 13, 2012. This project was signed by the
Lt. Governor on May 25, 2012 and became effective June 24, 2012.
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Next the Board reviewed a letter from Representative David Guttenberg, dated May 31,
2012, with questions relating to the qualifications to practice dentistry in Alaska. His
interest stems from constituent concern and issues of rural health care. His specific
questions are:

e Why does one who passes all the board exams and qualifications, but
holds a degree from a school outside the United States still not [be]
allowed to practice in Alaska?

e Why does Alaska not have reciprocal agreements with other nations with
comparable programs to help address need in the state?

e How is the board addressing, if at all, the need to increase access to dental
care in rural areas?

In reference to question 1, on the date of Rep. Guttenberg’s letter it was a statutory
requirement that only a dentist with a general dentistry degree from a CODA accredited
school be licensed in Alaska, in accordance with AS 08.36.110. When SB92 became
effective 8/29/2012 the statute language changed to “a program approved” by the Board
and “examination approved by the Board”. The Board will be reviewing the statutory
changes and initiating a regulation project to align the regulations accordingly.

Stauffer stated that change in SB92 was a mistake. The draft was written so the dental
applicants must be graduated from a CODA accredited program, and the program be
approved by the Board. She added there had been extensive discussion that the dental
hygiene and dental licensing requirements should mirror each other as much as possible.
The dental hygiene licensing statute, AS 08.32.014 still requires graduation from a
program that is, at the time of graduation, accredited by CODA and is approved by the
Board.

White added that he thinks a dentist cannot take the required exams unless they are
enrolled in or graduated from a CODA accredited school.

In reference to question 2, Alaska does have a reciprocal agreement with Canada as their
schools have the same academic outcomes as US schools. In fact CODA has a reciprocal
agreement with the corresponding Canadian entity, and Alaska honors that agreement.
Other nations have not completed agreements with CODA for reciprocation.

Ms. Donohue noted she had included the information from CA as background
information for this discussion, and that it was representative of what she was able to find
from the other jurisdictions she researched. Licensing requirements for other states
require that foreign-graduated dentists must hold a general dentist degree from a CODA
accredited program.
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In regard to question 3, the Board sees their charge from the Legislature as licensing
qualified applicants in the interest of protecting the public in accordance with AS
08.36.070. Although the Board is very aware of the issues of access to care in rural
areas, there is nothing in the Dental statutes authorizing or directing the Board to address
access to care. However, the Board has a Dental Courtesy License that allows volunteers
to come into the state to deliver care for a specific time period, and to a specified client
group, as specified in a contract with a sponsoring entity.

The Board is aware of and understands the frustration surrounding access to care in rural
areas of Alaska. They are unsure what Rep. Guttenberg means in his statement: “The
issue then becomes stressed when otherwise qualified willing dentists who hold
international degrees have no other option to practice unless they go back and receive
another degree from an American institution.” A dentist is not “otherwise” qualified
unless they have passed certain examinations and graduated from certain schools, in
accordance with Alaska statutes and examination requirements. As he states in his letter,
“safety is of course paramount and I understand the need for oversight.....” The Board’s
job is to protect the public by licensing qualified applicants, and to verify “qualified” they
require documentation that the applicant meets the minimum qualifications for licensure,
in accordance with Dental statutes. The Board agrees their Mission Statement clearly
defines their mission of “protecting the health, safety and welfare of Alaskans by
ensuring that practitioners possess competency, ethical standards, and integrity necessary
to offer or deliver quality services to consumers”.

Dr. Kovaleski noted that due to loan-repayment programs, and various other programs
designed to attract dentists to rural programs, there are currently less vacancies in the
rural areas than ever before.

The Board directed Ms. Donohue to draft a response to Rep. Guttenberg, outlining their
discussion, then send to them for review and comments. That draft will then come back
to them at the Dec. 7, 2012 meeting for final approval.

Ms. Donohue advised the Board that the inquiry from Sean Halloran with Littler
Mendelson, PC asking about provisions for owners of dental offices who are not Alaska
licensed dentists, has been referred to Dept. of Law. SB92 enshrined the requirement that
dental offices be owned only be Alaska licensed dentists with a few named exceptions.

SB92 was signed by the Governor and became effective August 29, 2012. This will
require an extensive review of regulations to assure compliance with the changes enacted
in SB92. Dr. Stauffer and Dr. Silveira worked during the summer and have provided a
draft of changes, included in the Board packet, for the Board as a whole to review in
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preparation for initiating a regulation project. All Board members are tasked with
reviewing the draft and be prepared to discuss at the Dec. 7, 2012 Board meeting.

Agenda Item 6 — Investigative Report (continued)

Chief Investigator Warren rejoined the meeting to discuss an investigation case.

On a motion duly made by Chaney, seconded by Stauffer and
approved unanimously, it was

RESOLVED to enter executive session in accordance with AS
44.62.310(c)(2), and Alaska Constitutional Right to Privacy
Provisions, for the purpose of reviewing an Investigation case, with
staff to remain.

Entered into executive session at 2:20 p.m.
Out of executive session at 2:34 p.m.

On a motion duly made by Silveira, seconded by Navitsky, and approved
unanimously, it was:

RESOLVED to adopt the Amended Order in Case #2012-000198, in
the matter of Allen P. Mitton, DMD, modifying the original order only
with regard to the completion date of the previous Order.

Specialty License Repeal Issue

Dan Branch from Dept. of Law rejoined the meeting and provided for the Board’s
consideration a draft of a change to regulation 12 AAC 28.940 adding a subsection to
accommodate the specialty license holders.

Following extensive discussion and with the assistance of Dept. of Law the Board
initiated the following regulation change to accommodate the dental specialty license
holders who held a specialty license in 2012 and whose license will expire 12/31/2012,
This license type was repealed with the Legislatures passage of SB92 and cannot be
renewed.
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On a motion duly made by Chaney, seconded by Stauffer and
approved unanimously, it was

RESOLVED to adopt for public notice the addition of a new sub
section to 12 AAC 28.940 to read:

(f) Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, the board will
issue a license to practice dentistry to an applicant who (1) held an
active Alaska Dental Specialty license in 2012; (2) meets the
requirements of AS 08.36.110 and paragraphs (1) — (7) of (b) of this
section; and (3) provides a copy of the applicant’s certificate of
examination from the American Dental Association Joint Commission
on National Dental Examinations that the applicant has successfully
passed the written examinations given by the Commission.

Chaney accepted a friendly amendment from Kovaleski to accept the abbreviation of
American Dental Association Joint Commission examination (NBDE).

Before Dan Branch left the meeting Sara Chambers asked for his direction regarding
refunds for specialty licensees who had been licensed for less than a year. Branch replied
that issue needed to be determined in the Department.

Mr. Branch left the meeting.

Agenda Item 9 — New/Old Business (continued)

Stauffer asked if the Board needs to approve continuing education courses from a
program already approved by the Board. In accordance with 12 AAC 28.410(a)(4) the
continuing education courses must be approved by the Board.

Agenda Item 10 - Public Comment

Dr. Rios Anderson expressed his concern regarding the requirements to apply for a dental
license for the specialty license holders, specifically the requirement to obtain a license
verification from other jurisdictions. He holds a license in Puerto Rico, and it is
extremely difficult to get this documentation, unless you present personally to obtain it.
The Board expressed their understanding of Dr. Rios Anderson’s concerns, and are
hopeful the regulation change they just adopted will address the issue.
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A.

There being no further business Dr. Wells called to adjourn the meeting.

Agenda Item 16 — Office Business

Travel Authorizations

Ms. Donohue collected signed TAs and travel receipts.

Meeting Dates

Dec. 7, 2012 — Anchorage — Confirmed
Feb. 7-8, 2013 — Anchorage — Tentative

Ms. Donohue relayed that audio/visual teleconferences equipment is available at the

Anchorage and Juneau locations.

Sign Wall Certificates

The President and Secretary signed wall certificates.

Agenda Item 17 - Adjourn

The board adjourned the meeting at 4:18 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted:

U ALores et
Brenda D ue, Licefising Examiner

APPROVED:

Tt LUl

Thdmas Wells, D
President

Board of Dental Examiners

Date: /my 7,//;§
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BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS
TASK LIST FROM MAY 14,2012 MEETING

Dr. Stauffer

Regulation Review Committee — Once SB 92 statute changes available
Dr. Kovaleski

WREB Representative

Discipline Review Panel — Oct. 2011-Dec. 2012

Dr. Silveira

Regulation Review Committee — Once SB 92 statute changes available

Dr. Warren

Discipline Review Panel — Oct. 2011-Dec. 2012

Licensing Examiner

Maintain board’s Web site — updating/adding information

Email copy of past advertising letter to Board members

Email number of Parenteral Sedation Permit holders to Board members

Inquire how Medical Board goes about inspecting anesthesia facilities

Work with Drs. Stauffer & Silveira on Regulation Review Committee — Once SB
92 statute changes available

Provide new Clinical Program Approval forms to UAA & UAF with letter
explaining they are needed to update our records

Draft for Sept. 7 meeting of newsletter/flyer to include info on SB92, regulation
changes to comply with SB92, and any other information the Board wishes to
include. This will be included with the license renewals.



