
Page 1 of 1 March 15, 2021 TENTATIVE MAS Meeting Agenda 

STATE OF ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

DIVISION OF CORPORATIONS, BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSING 
BOARD OF MASSAGE THERAPISTS 

 
March 15, 2021 

Videoconference 
State Office Building 

333 Willoughby Ave., 9th Fl, Conference Room A 
Juneau, AK 

 
In light of the current COVID-19 situation, no physical attendance will be accepted. 

 
ZOOM Meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/96649047798?pwd=Q0EyeTV4Y1prTmNmeUZNVHV3TmJiZz09 
 
Telephonic Call In: (408) 638-0968 
 
Meeting ID: 966 4904 7798 
 

TENTATIVE MEETING AGENDA 
 

Working Groups May Occur 
 

 
Agenda: 

1. 2:30 p.m. Roll Call 

2. 2:35 p.m. Review Agenda 

3. 2:40 p.m. Ethics Disclosure 

4. 2:45 p.m. Regulation Projects: Adoption 

• 12 AAC 79.110, 79.210, 79.920, 79.930, 79.940 
 

5. 3:30 p.m. Adjourn 

 

https://zoom.us/j/96649047798?pwd=Q0EyeTV4Y1prTmNmeUZNVHV3TmJiZz09
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Revised 12/16/2019



FY 2020 Annual Report — MAS 

Board of Massage Therapists 
Goals and Objectives 2021

Establishment Registration Program and Compliance Checks 
In FY 2020 the Board will process the first applications of massage establishment registrations.  This registration will 
provide an opportunity to investigative teams to address complaint driven concerns as compliance checks.  The 
Board will work with Division’s Investigations team to develop compliance check lists consistent with regulation to 
assist in on site establishment compliance checks. 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES RELATING TO LICENSE REQUIREMENTS, 
CONTINUING EDUCATION, AND MASSAGE THERAPY ESTABLISHMENTS IN THE 

REGULATIONS OF THE ALASKA BOARD OF MASSAGE THERAPISTS 
 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: The Board of Massage Therapists proposes to update regulations relating to 
license and continuing education requirements, and massage therapy establishment renewal and change of 
location requirements. 
 
The Board of Massage Therapists (Board) proposes to adopt regulation changes in Title 12, Chapter 79 of 
the Alaska Administrative Code including the following: 

 
1. 12 AAC 79.110. Application for licensure by credentials, is proposed to be amended by adding a 

new subsection to allow the board to require additional documentation to substantiate the education 
claimed by the applicant. 
 

2. 12 AAC 79.210. Continuing education requirements, is proposed to be amended by adding 
documentation of a cardiopulmonary resuscitation course to the continuing education requirements, 
and updating CE credits for attending board meeting once every biennial licensing period. 
 

3. 12 AAC 79.920. Application form and verifications for licensure, is proposed to be amended by 
adding that any additional documentation required after approval by the board but before issuance 
of a license, must be submitted within six months or the applicant must reapply for licensure. 
 

4. 12 AAC 79.930. Regulation of massage therapy establishments, is proposed to be amended to 
require renewal of a massage therapy establishment registration, and amend the requirements for 
the change of location of a massage therapy establishment. 
 

5. 12 AAC 79.940. Unregistered massage therapy establishment investigation, is a proposed new 
section requiring an unregistered massage therapy establishment to pay an investigation fee 
required by 12 AAC 02.396, if investigated. 
 

You may comment on the proposed regulation changes, including the potential costs to private persons of 
complying with the proposed changes, by submitting written comments to Jun Maiquis, Regulations 
Specialist, Division of Corporations, Business and Professional Licensing, P.O. Box 110806, Juneau, AK  
99811-0806. Additionally, the Board will accept comments by facsimile at (907) 465-2974 and by 
electronic mail at RegulationsAndPublicComment@alaska.gov. Comments may also be submitted 
through the Alaska Online Public Notice System by accessing this notice on the system at 
http://notice.alaska.gov/201345, and using the comment link. The comments must be received not later 
than 4:30 p.m. on March 12, 2021. Comments received after this deadline will not be considered by the 
Board. 
 
You may submit written questions relevant to the proposed action to Jun Maiquis, Regulations Specialist, 
Division of Corporations, Business and Professional Licensing, P.O. Box 110806, Juneau, AK  99811-
0806 or by e-mail at RegulationsAndPublicComment@alaska.gov. The questions must be received at 
least 10 days before the end of the public comment period. The Board will aggregate its response to 
substantially similar questions and make the questions and responses available on the Alaska Online 
Public Notice System and on the Board’s website at 
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/cbpl/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardofMassageTherapists.aspx. The 
Board may, but is not required to, answer written questions received after the 10-day cut-off date and 
before the end of the comment period.  
 
If you are a person with a disability who needs a special accommodation in order to participate in this 
process, please contact Jun Maiquis at (907) 465-2537 or RegulationsAndPublicComment@alaska.gov 
not later than March 5, 2021 to ensure that any necessary accommodation can be provided. 



 
A copy of the proposed regulation changes is available on the Alaska Online Public Notice System and by 
contacting Jun Maiquis at (907) 465-2537 or RegulationsAndPublicComment@alaska.gov, or go to 
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/portals/5/pub/MAS-0121.pdf. 
 
After the public comment period ends, the Board will either adopt the proposed regulation changes or 
other provisions dealing with the same subject, without further notice, or decide to take no action. The 
language of the final regulation may be different from that of the proposed regulation. You should 
comment during the time allowed if your interests could be affected. Written comments and questions 
received are public records and are subject to public inspection. 
 
Statutory Authority: AS 08.01.065; AS 08.01.100; AS 08.61.020; AS 08.61.030; AS 08.61.040; AS 
08.61.050; AS 08.61.090 
Statutes Being Implemented, Interpreted, or Made Specific: AS 08.01.065; AS 08.01.100; AS 
08.61.020; AS 08.61.030; AS 08.61.040; AS 08.61.050; AS 08.61.090 
 
Fiscal Information: The proposed regulation changes are not expected to require an increased 
appropriation. 
 
DATE:            2/8/2021                                                           /s/                                  
                              Jun Maiquis, Regulations Specialist   
           Division of Corporations, Business and 

Professional Licensing  
 
For each occupation regulated under the Division of Corporations, Business and Professional Licensing, 
the Division keeps a list of individuals or organizations who are interested in the regulations of that 
occupation. The Division automatically sends a Notice of Proposed Regulations to the parties on the 
appropriate list each time there is a proposed change in an occupation's regulations in Title 12 of the 
Alaska Administrative Code. If you would like your address added to or removed from such a list, send 
your request to the Division at the address above, giving your name, either your e-mail address or mailing 
address (as you prefer for receiving notices), and the occupational area in which you are interested. 
 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL REGULATION NOTICE INFORMATION 
(AS 44.62.190(d)) 

 
1. Adopting agency: Board of Massage Therapists – Department of Commerce, Community, and 

Economic Development, Division of Corporations, Business and Professional Licensing. 
 

2. General subject of regulation: Licensure by credentials, continuing education requirements, and 
massage therapy establishments. 

 
3. Citation of regulation: 12 AAC 79.110, 12 AAC 79.210, 12 AAC 79.920, 12 AAC 79.930, and  

12 AAC 79.940. 
 
4. Department of Law file number: To be assigned. 
 
5. Reason for the proposed action: Update and clarification of current regulations; compliance with 

state statute. 
 
6. Appropriation/Allocation: Corporations, Business and Professional Licensing – #2360. 
 



7. Estimated annual cost to comply with the proposed action to: 
 A private person: $300 massage therapy establishment biennial registration renewal fee; $65 

massage therapy establishment change of location fee. 
 Another state agency: None known. 
 A municipality: None known.  
 
8. Cost of implementation to the state agency and available funding (in thousands of dollars):  

No costs are expected in FY 2021 or in subsequent years.  
 
9. The name of the contact person for the regulation: 
 Cynthia Spencer, Licensing Supervisor 
 Alaska Board of Massage Therapists 
 Division of Corporations, Business and Professional Licensing 
 Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development 
 Telephone: (907) 465-6246 
 E-mail: cynthia.spencer@alaska.gov 
 

10. The origin of the proposed action: Board of Massage Therapists. 
 

11. Date:  2/8/2021         Prepared by:                         /s/                               
       Jun Maiquis 
       Regulations Specialist 
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(Words in boldface and underlined indicate language being added; words [CAPITALIZED 
AND BRACKETED] indicate language being deleted. Complete new sections are not in 
boldface or underlined.) 
 

Chapter 79. Massage Therapists. 
 
12 AAC 79.110 is amended to read: 

 12 AAC 79.110. Application for licensure by credentials. (a) The board will issue a 

license by credentials to practice massage therapy to an applicant who meets the requirements of 

AS 08.61.040 and this section.  

 (b) An applicant for licensure by credentials under this section must submit  

  (1) a completed application, on a form provided by the department; the completed 

application must include  

   (A) the personal identification information requested on the form;  

   (B) information related to the grounds of disciplinary sanctions under  

 AS 08.61.060;  

   (C) the applicant's fingerprint information described in 12 AAC 79.130;  

 and  

   (D) the application fee, fingerprint processing fee, and license fee  

 specified in 12 AAC 02.396;  

  (2) verification, sent directly from the appropriate agency to the division office, 

that the applicant  

   (A) holds a current license to practice massage therapy in another state,  

 jurisdiction, or country where licensing requirements are substantially equal to or greater  

 than the requirements of this state; or  

   (B) is certified by a board-approved credentialing entity; and  
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  (3) current certification in cardiopulmonary resuscitation through the American 

Red Cross, American Heart Association, American Safety and Health Institute, or an equivalent 

organization. 

 (c) The board will, in its discretion, require additional documentation to 

substantiate the education claimed by the applicant prior to approving an applicant for 

licensure by credentials. (Eff. 1/17/2016, Register 217; am 4/17/2019, Register 230; am 

3/25/2020, Register 233; am ____/____/______, Register ______) 

Authority: AS 08.61.020  AS 08.61.040  AS 08.61.090 

  AS 08.61.030 

 

12 AAC 79.210 is amended to read: 

 12 AAC 79.210. Continuing education requirements. (a) An applicant for renewal of a 

massage therapy license,  

  (1) for a biennial licensing period that begins on or after July 1, 2015, must 

document at least six continuing education credits, all of which may be met through Internet-

based continuing education courses;  

  (2) for a biennial licensing period that begins on or after July 1, 2017, must 

document completion of at least 16 continuing education credits during the concluding licensing 

period, all of which may be met through Internet-based continuing education courses;  

  (3) for every other biennial licensing period that begins on or after October 1, 

2019, must document that a minimum of two of the 16 continuing education credits required 

under (2) of this subsection are in ethics; 

  (4) must document completion of a cardiopulmonary resuscitation course as 

required by 12 AAC 79.200(b)(4).  
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 (b) An applicant for renewal under (a)(2) of this section may receive two hours of 

continuing education credit for completion of hands-on cardiopulmonary resuscitation through 

the American Red Cross, American Heart Association, American Safety and Health Institute, or 

an equivalent organization.  

 (c) On or before June 30, 2019, an applicant for renewal under (a)(2) of this section may 

receive four hours of continuing education credit for completion of a bloodborne pathogens and 

universal and standard precautions course once every six years.  

 (d) On or after July 1. 2019, an applicant for renewal under (a)(2) of this section may 

receive two hours of continuing education credit for completion of a bloodborne pathogens and 

universal and standard precautions course once everv six years.  

 (e) Continuing education must be completed through a  

  (1) board-approved massage therapy or bodywork therapy school or training 

program;  

  (2) regionally or nationally accredited institution of higher education; a course, 

seminar, workshop, or other program through that institution must be approved by the board as 

directly related to the skills and knowledge required for the practice of massage therapy, and 

includes a bloodborne pathogens and universal and standard precautions course under (c) or (d) 

of this section; or  

  (3) local, state, or national professional organization that serves the massage 

therapy profession, including  

   (A) Associated Bodywork and Massage Professionals;  

   (B) the American Massage Therapy Association;  

   (C) the Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards; and  

   (D) the National Certification Board for Therapeutic Massage and  
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 Bodywork.  

 (f) For the purposes of this section,  

  (1) one continuing education credit equals one hour of classroom instruction 

between instructor and participant;  

  (2) one academic semester credit equals 15 contact hours; and  

  (3) one academic quarter credit equals 10 contact hours.  

 (g) An applicant for renewal is responsible for maintaining adequate and detailed records 

of all continuing education hours claimed and shall make the records available to the board upon 

request under 12 AAC 79.220. Records must be retained for four years from the date the contact 

hours were obtained.  

 (h) An applicant for renewal under (a) of this section may receive three [ONE] 

continuing education credits [CREDIT] for attending at least 75 [80] percent of a regularly 

scheduled board meeting once every biennial licensing period.  

 (i) An applicant for renewal under (a) of this section who has been licensed more than 90 

days but less than 12 months of the concluding biennial license period is not required to submit 

proof of completion of continuing education. (Eff. 5/28/2016, Register 218; am 7/15/2016, 

Register 219; am 7/5/2017, Register 223; am 4/17/2019, Register 230; am 3/25/2020, Register 

233; am ____/____/______, Register ______) 

Authority: AS 08.61.020  AS 08.61.030  AS 08.61.050 

 

12 AAC 79.920 is amended to read: 

 12 AAC 79.920. Application form and verifications for licensure. (a) If, upon receipt 

by the division of the last document required to complete an application file, the file contains an 

application form or verification that has a postmark date that is more than six months old, the 
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document will be considered to be stale and the applicant must resubmit the document or cause 

the document to be resubmitted as appropriate before the application will be considered by the 

board or the board's designee.  

 (b) Verifications from massage schools and programs will not be considered stale under 

(a) of this section.  

 (c) An applicant whose license application has been approved pending receipt of the 

license fee or additional requirements must submit the license fee or documentation 

satisfactory to the board that the additional requirements have been met to the department 

within six months after being notified that the license application was approved. An applicant 

who does not submit the license fee or additional requirements to the department within six 

months after being notified that the license application was approved must reapply for licensure. 

 (d) In this section, "application form or verification" means  

  (1) an application for a license or permit;  

  (2) a verification of licensure from an appropriate licensing authority in a state, 

territory, province, or other country; or  

  (3) fingerprint information described in 12 AAC 79.130. (Eff. 4/17/2019, Register 

230; am ____/____/______, Register ______) 

Authority: AS 08.61.020 

 

12 AAC 79.930 is amended to read: 

 12 AAC 79.930. Regulation of massage therapy establishments. (a) A massage 

therapy establishment, unless exempted under (b) of this section, must register with the board by 

submitting  

  (1) a completed application form provided by the department;  
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  (2) a notarized, completed self-inspection report form provided by the department, 

including certification of compliance with the establishment standards of operation adopted by 

reference in 12 AAC 79.900; [AND]  

  (3) the fee required under 12 AAC 02.396; and 

  (4) documentation of a current business license in this state. 

 (b) A massage therapy establishment is exempt from complying with (a) and (c) of this 

section if the majority owner of the massage therapy establishment business is a currently 

licensed  

  (1) acupuncturist under AS 08.06;  

  (2) chiropractor under AS 08.20;  

  (3) naturopath under AS 08.45;  

  (4) massage therapist under AS 08.61;  

  (5) physician, osteopath, mobile intensive care paramedic, or physician assistant 

under AS 08.64;  

  (6) direct-entry midwife under AS 08.65;  

  (7) advanced practice registered nurse under AS 08.68; or  

  (8) physical or occupational therapist under AS 08.84.  

 (c) The owner or manager of a massage therapy establishment shall notify the department 

in writing by submitting the requirements of (a) of this section for a new registration not later 

than 30 [BUSINESS] days following any change in ownership [OR PHYSICAL LOCATION] of 

the massage therapy establishment.  

 (d) The owner or manager of a massage therapy establishment shall notify the 

department in writing not later than 30 days following a change in physical location by 

submitting 



Register          ,                  2021  PROFESSIONAL REGULATIONS 
 

Rev. 1/26/2021 Draft 7 

  (1) a completed form provided by the department; and 

  (2) a completed self-inspection report form described under (a)(2) of this 

section. 

 (e) A massage therapy establishment required to be registered under this section 

must renew the registration on or before September 30 of every odd-numbered years by 

submitting 

  (1) a complete registration renewal form; and 

  (2) the registration renewal fee required under 12 AAC 02.396. 

 (f) A massage therapy establishment owner must notify the department in writing 

not later than 15 days after the establishment ceases operations. 

 (g) The department will maintain a registry of all massage therapy establishments 

registered with the board.  

 (h) [(e)] In this section, "massage therapy establishment" means a fixed or mobile place 

of business that  

  (1) is [IS] owned by a natural person, partnership, limited partnership, 

corporation, company, limited liability company, or other entity;  

  (2) engages in, conducts, or permits massage or massage therapy to be conducted 

for any form of compensation, or uses the word "massage" in any solicitation or advertisement. 

(Eff. 3/25/2020, Register 233; am ____/____/______, Register ______) 

Authority: AS 08.01.100  AS 08.61.020  

 

12 AAC 79 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

 12 AAC 79.940. Unregistered massage therapy establishment investigation. Unless 

exempt from registration under 12 AAC 79.930(b), if an inspection or complaint of an 
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unregistered massage therapy establishment results in an investigation, the unregistered massage 

therapy establishment owner shall pay the investigation fee required by 12 AAC 02.396 to the 

department for each investigation.  (Eff. ____/____/______, Register ______) 

Authority: AS 08.01.065  AS 08.61.020  
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