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Introduction

This report provides visitor volume estimates to Alaska for three time periods:

Fall/Winter 2004-2005
Summer 2005
Fall/Winter 2005-2006

The Summer period runs from May 1 to September 30; the Fall/Winter period runs from October 1 to April
30. These visitor estimates are based on data collected for Alaska Visitor Statistics Program V, a study
administered by the Alaska Department of Commerce, Community and Economic Development. The visitor
estimates are compiled using two sets of data: traffic data (ferry embarkations, airplane enplanements, cruise
passenger traffic, and highway border crossings) and visitor/resident ratio data (the ratio of out-of-state visitors
to Alaska residents exiting Alaska, by traffic mode, location, and month).

Ratio data was collected during the AVSP V study period, between May 1, 2006 and April 30, 2007. Nearly
80,000 travelers were tallied by survey field staff during the project. Visitor volume estimates are derived from
applying ratio data to total traffic data. Ratios collected during the 2006-07 study period were applied to
2004-2006 traffic data to arrive at the estimates in this report.

A detailed description of the methodology employed in the visitor volume estimates can be found in the full
AVSP V Summer and Fall/Winter reports, available at: www.dced.state.ak.us/oed/toubus/home.cfm
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Visitor Volume, Fall/Winter 2004-05

Alaska received an estimated 246,500 out-of-state visitors between October 2004 and April 2005. The table
below shows how visitor volume breaks down by the transportation mode used to exit the state. In viewing

these numbers, readers should keep in mind that some ferry visitors exit by highway, some highway visitors

exit by air, etc.

Visitor Volume, by Exit Mode
AVSP V - Fall/Winter 2004-05

Air 234,100
Highway 10,800
Ferry 1,600
Total 246,500

The table below shows reported visitor traffic over five consecutive fall/winter periods. The apparent drop in
visitation between 2003-04 and 2004-05 (by 4.1 percent) could be a reflection of updated data sources and
ratios, rather than an actual decrease. The volume reported for the first four study periods is based on ratios
collected in 2000-01, while the volume for the 2004-05 study period is based on ratios collected in 2006-07.

Trends in Visitor Volume, By Entry/Exit Mode, 2000-2005

AVSP V - Fall/Winter

234,100
10,800
1,600

Entry/Exit  2000-01  2001-02  2002-03  2003-04 | 2004-05
Air 238,700 235,500 237,100 241,500
Highway 14,000 13,800 13,900 13,900
Ferry 1,500 1,600 1,600 1,700
Total 254200 250,900 252,600 257,100

246,500

Note: 2000-01 to 2003-04 data based on entry mode; 2004-05 data based on exit mode.
Sources: 2000-01 to 2003-04 data from Alaska Visitor Arrivals studies (conducted by
Northern Economics, Inc.); 2004-05 data based on 2006-07 visitor/resident ratios obtained

for AVSP V (conducted by McDowell Group, Inc.).

Alaska Visitor Statistics Program V: Visitor Volume, 2004-2006

McDowell Group, Inc. * Page 2



Visitor Volume, Summer 2005

Alaska received an estimated 1.63 million out-of-state visitors between May and September 2005. The table
below shows how visitor volume breaks down by the transportation mode used to exit the state. In viewing
these numbers, readers should keep in mind that some cruise ship visitors exit by air, some ferry visitors exit by
highway, etc.

Visitor Volume, by Exit Mode
AVSP V - Summer 2005

Exit Mode Number of Visitors

Air 786,700
Cruise ship’ 761,100
Highway 72,100
Ferry 12,100
Total 1,632,000

! The total number of cruise ship visitors to Alaska in Summer
2005 was 953,400.

The table below shows trends in estimated visitor volume by mode of entry (2001-04) and exit (2005). The
change from entry to exit methodology does not affect the data; the same number of visitors entered Alaska
as exited Alaska in any given year. However, the data shows a large increase between the two sets of data:
visitation appears to have increased 13 percent between 2004 and 2005. This is not a real increase in
visitation, but rather a reflection of updated data sources and methodology.

The data between 2001 and 2004 was based on visitor/resident ratios collected in 2001, while 2005 data
was based on 2006 ratios. The biggest difference in the two sets of ratios can be found in Domestic Air,
which accounts for about half of visitors. The 2001 overall Domestic Air ratio was reported as 59 percent. This
compares to 71 percent in 2006. This difference results in an apparent 24 percent increase in Domestic Air
visitation between 2004 and 2005. The drop in highway visitation between the two years is likely also

overstated due to ratio differences, although that market has been declining recently.

Trends in Visitor Volume, By Entry/Exit Mode, 2001-2006
AVSP V - Summer

Entry/Exit Mode 2001 2002 2003 2004 L 2005

Air 588,900 594,300 592,900 635,600 786,700
Cruise ship 510,000 581,000 620,900 712,400 761,100
Highway 86,700 82,900 80,400 83,200 72,100
Ferry 17,200 16,800 15,900 16,200 12,100
Total 1,202,800 1,275,000 1,310,100 1,447,400 1,632,000

Note: 2001-04 data based on entry mode; 2005 data based on exit mode.
Sources: 2001-04 data from Alaska Visitor Arrivals studies (conducted by Northern Economics, Inc.); 2005 data
based on 2006 visitor/resident ratios obtained for AVSP V (conducted by McDowell Group, Inc.).
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Visitor Volume, Fall/Winter 2005-06

Alaska received an estimated 246,500 out-of-state visitors between October 2005 and April 2006. The table
below shows how visitor volume breaks down by the transportation mode used to exit the state. In viewing
these numbers, readers should keep in mind that some ferry visitors exit by highway, some highway visitors
exit by air, etc.

Visitor Volume, by Exit Mode
AVSP V - Fall/Winter 2005-06

Air 234,100
Highway 10,800
Ferry 1,600
Total 246,500

The table below shows reported visitor traffic over six consecutive fall/winter periods. The apparent drop in
visitation between 2003-04 and 2004-05 (by 4.1 percent) could be a reflection of updated data sources and
ratios, rather than an actual decrease. The volume reported for the first four study periods is based on ratios
collected in 2000-01, while the volume for the 2004-05 and 2005-06 study periods is based on ratios
collected in 2006-07.

Trends in Visitor Volume, By Entry/Exit Mode, 2000-2006
AVSP V - Fall/Winter

Entry/Exit 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 ‘ 2004-05 2005-06
Air 238,700 235,500 237,100 241,500 234,100 231,800
Highway 14,000 13,800 13,900 13,900 10,800 9,900
Ferry 1,500 1,600 1,600 1,700 1,600 1,500
Total 254,200 250,900 252,600 257,100 246,500 243,200

Note: 2000-01 to 2003-04 data based on entry mode; 2004-05 to 2005-06 data based on exit mode.
Sources: 2000-01 to 2003-04 data from Alaska Visitor Arrivals studies (conducted by Northern Economics,
Inc.); 2004-05 and 2005-06 data based on 2006-07 visitor/resident ratios obtained for AVSP V (conducted
by McDowell Group, Inc.).
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