
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Department of Commerce, Community, 
and Economic Development 

 

ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 

Anchorage, AK 99501 
Main: 907.269.0350 

MEMORANDUM 

          TO: Robert Klein, Chair and  
Members of the Board  

DATE:    November 23, 2016 

          FROM: Cynthia Franklin 
Director, ABC Board 

 

RE:    Denali River Cabins # 5407  

This is a request for reconsideration of a restaurant eating place license in the Denali Borough. 
At its meeting on July 20, 2016, the board denied the application because the layout and food 
offerings of the proposed premises did not constitute a bona fide restaurant as required by AS 
04.11.100. 
 
The applicant and its attorneys requested an informal conference with the director. The 
conference was held and the definition of a bona fide restaurant was discussed. The attorneys 
expressed their intention to revise the business plan and diagram to reflect that the premises 
would be a bona fide restaurant. The director agreed that the applicant would present the 
revised plan to the board at this meeting. 
 
The board considered the revised plan on October 26, 2016. The applicant’s attorney appeared 
on his behalf by phone. The board agreed that the revised business plan does not meet the 
definition of a restaurant or eating place. The attorney requested that the board table the 
reconsideration of the application until the December 5, 2016 meeting. The board voted to 
table. 
 
Relevant statutes and regulations: AS 04.11.100(b) & (e); 3 AAC 304.305(a) 
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MEMO TO ABC BOARD MEMBERS 
LAW OFFICES OF ERNOUF & COFFEY, PC 

 

Facsimile: (907) 274-4258                                      Phone: (907) 274-3385    

 

TO:  ABC BOARD MEMBERS & AMCO BOARD STAFF 

FROM:        W. SHERMAN ERNOUF, DAN K. COFFEY 
 RE:             ARAMARK SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES, LLC. 
                   DBA/ DENALI RIVER CABINS RECONSIDERATION 

DATE: 10/24/16 

 

 
I.  Background 
 

Aramark Sports & Entertainment Services, LLC. (NYSE:ARMK) is a 
customer service based company with over 270,000 employees in 21 

countries operating tourism facilities and sports venues.  Aramark 
operates two lodges in Alaska—Glacier Bay Lodge for the U.S. Forest 
Service and Denali Park Village at the entrance to Denali Park.  

 
Denali Park Village offers a first-class Denali lodge and strives to serve 
visitors as their gateway to experiencing the best of Denali National Park 

& Preserve. The Lodge offers outstanding views, fine dining, and superior 
guest hotel rooms. Denali Park Village is comprised of 338 rooms.  The 

Village also contains a large lodge area with several restaurants  
including a fine dining facility.  In 2016, Denali Park Village had nearly 
72,664 guests. 

 
II.  Public Convenience License Issue 

 
In early 2015, in an attempt to expand opportunities and options on the 
property for guests, Aramark began its efforts to build and permit an 

additional guest facility in the form of a new stand-alone building on site.  
The idea behind the building was to give guests an additional place to go 
to purchase sundry and convenience items, hot foods, cold foods, 

snacks, non-alcoholic drinks, and perhaps a beer or wine with their food.  
The facility is located about 300 feet from a full service commercial 

kitchen which will prepare all of the food items on the menu and deliver 
the food to the service counter.  The proposed menu is diverse and the 
floor plan allows for seating inside and outside.  See Premise Diagram 
and Menu.  
 
Due to a lack of available liquor licenses as a result of population 
constraints, Aramark spent considerable time and effort to collect the 
local signatures necessary for issuance of a public convenience beer and 

wine license for the new facility.  At the July 20, 2016 ABC Board 
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Meeting, the public convenience license was pulled from the consent 
agenda and denied without any testimony from Aramark.  As a result of 

the denial and lack of notice to Aramark, reconsideration was requested 
after a formal meeting with Director Franklin.  

 
III.  The Public Convenience License Should be Issued 
 

As a result of the unexpected denial of the license by this Board, 
Aramark went back to the drawing board and redesigned the interior of 
the facility and significantly enhanced the menu.   

 
The menu now contains hot beef briquette, sandwiches, salads, hot 

soups, etc.  See Menu.   The premise layout was also modified extensively 
as a result of the denial.  The interior premise now has a large seating 
area which is separated from the rest of the facility by a 48 inch counter 

which has additional seating in the form of stools.  
 

Aramark has met all of the conditions for issuance of a public 
convenience beer and wine license and has ameliorated the concerns of 
staff which had it known prior to the last meeting, would have been fixed 

before a denial of the license occurred.  At this time, 
reconsideration/approval is appropriate, and Aramark would ask that it 

be granted.  
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration.  
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