
Department of Commerce, Community, 
and Economic Development 

ALCOHOL AND MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE

550 West 7th Ave, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

 Main: 907.269.0350 

MEMORANDUM

TO:        Robert Klein, Chair, and  
    Members of the ABC Board 

DATE:  July 11, 2017 

FROM: Erika McConnell 
Director, ABC Board 

RE:          The Porterhouse Grill #5569 Restaurant 
or Eating Place – Public Convenience 

Mr. Steve Drolet moved his restaurant, The Porterhouse Grill, from Sterling to Soldotna. As Soldotna 
did not have any restaurant or eating place licenses available due to population limits, Mr. Drolet 
applied for a restaurant or eating place – public convenience license under 3 AAC 304.335. This 
section of regulation requires that the license applicant show community support for the issuance of a 
license over population limits by submitting a petition signed by a majority of the residents 21 years of 
age or over who reside within one mile of the proposed premises. The local governing body must also 
approve the application. 

3 AAC 304.115(a) states: 
If required by statute or regulation, a petition is a necessary part of an application for a new 
license, and for renewal, transfer, or relocation of an existing license. An application submitted 
without the required petition is incomplete. All petitions must be on forms prescribed by the 
board. Petition signatures must be obtained within the 90-day period immediately preceding 
the submission of the application. After an application has been filed, no additional signatures 
may be added to the petition, and no signatures may be withdrawn.  

The application was first submitted on March 28, 2017. It was returned on March 30 as significantly 
incomplete. A second application was submitted on April 10 but has not yet been deemed complete. 
Corrections to the application were being made in mid-June. 

The file has a letter from the Director of Economic Development and Planning at the City of 
Soldotna, dated February 27, 2017, calculating the approximate number of residents within a mile of 
the proposed premises, and the number of those residents likely to be 21 years of age or older. Based 
on those calculations, Mr. Drolet was told that he needed to get 702 signatures. 

The applicant began collecting signatures for the petition on December 21, 2016. I do not know how 
many signatures were turned in with the April 10 application. It appears that the office has been 
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flexible with the timing of accepting petition signatures, as Mr. Drolet was provided (unfortunately 
incorrect) information regarding the remaining number of signatures he needed to collect. Petition 
pages were submitted over time, and somehow, the file ended up with multiple duplicate pages. It 
appears neither Mr. Drolet nor my office kept track of the number of signatures very well. 
 
I began to review the situation about mid-June when the examiner working on the application was out 
for an extended period of time. A closer look at the signatures provided so far revealed that a great 
percentage of the signors did not live within a mile of the proposed licensed premises. Mr. Drolet and 
I met on June 19 and reviewed the situation. I reminded him of the regulatory language and sent him 
an email later that day stating that if he was to get all corrections to his application and petition 
signatures in by June 23 (the board meeting deadline), only signatures collected after March 25 could 
count, and of those that had been submitted since that date, only 20 were valid. The applicant was 
unable to submit the required number of valid signatures by June 23 so I deemed his application 
incomplete. Mr. Drolet has requested to appeal this decision pursuant to AS 04.11.560. 
 
It is unfortunate that the applicant did not keep better track of the signatures he collected, and I regret 
that my examiner did not do a better job evaluating the signatures.  It is true that my office told Mr. 
Drolet on May 24 that he only needed 78 more signatures, but it appears she counted duplicate pages 
and also did not eliminate signatures of people who lived outside the one mile radius around the 
proposed licensed premises. In actuality, the total number of petition signatures submitted (between 
December 21, 2016 and April 30, 2017, which is 130 days) is 518, and a great many of those are not 
from people who live within the required one mile radius. My office has evaluated the 115 signatures 
received between March 25 and June 23 (90 days) and only 20 are valid. 
 
 
Recommendation: Uphold the director’s decision of an incomplete application 
 
 
Attachment: Application documents  
  Petition  
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Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

Form AB-12: Petition 

Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
550 W 7

th
 Avenue, Suite 1600 

Anchorage, AK 99501 
marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov 

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco  
Phone: 907.269.0350 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

    Please read these instructions carefully. 

 
 The following information must accompany all liquor license applications requiring petitions: 

 

 

1. A map showing the population within: 

 

a. the one mile radius with the proposed premises as center (required for REPC applications and for premises 
within 50 miles of the boundary of a local government) 

 

OR 

 

b. the five mile radius with the United States post office as center (required for premises 50 miles or more from the 
boundary of a local government)* 

 

 

2. Graphic designation on a map showing the general area where petition signatures were obtained 

 

 

3. A narrative and mathematical calculation of how population totals were determined 

 

 

4. A narrative of how signatures were obtained (door to door solicitation; premises solicitation; etc.)    

 

 

 

    “Permanent resident” means a person 21 years of age or older who has established a permanent place of abode. A person may be  

     a permanent resident of only one place, per 3 AAC 304.115(b). 

 

    Signatures must be obtained within the 90-day period immediately before submitting the petition to the board. 
 

*If there is no United States post office within a radius of five miles of the proposed licensed premises, the applicant must obtain the 
signatures of two-thirds of the permanent residents residing within a five mile radius of the proposed licensed premises. The map 
should show the applicable area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 2 – Petition Instructions 
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