
 

 

 
 

 
 

Department of Commerce, Community, 
and Economic Development 

 

ALCOHOL AND MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 
 

550 West 7th Ave, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

 Main: 907.269.0350 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:        Robert Klein, Chair, and  
    Members of the Board  

DATE:     July 11, 2017 

 
FROM: Erika McConnell 

Director, ABC Board 
 

 
RE:             Swiss Alaska Inn #941 Beverage 

Dispensary - Tourism    
 

 
These is an application for transfer of ownership of a beverage dispensary – tourism license for an 
inn in Talkeetna. It appears this license was first issued in 1962. 
 
AS 04.11.400(d)(1) requires a minimum number of rooms based on the population of the 
established village, incorporated city, unified municipality, or population area.  The Division of 
Community and Regional Affairs certifies the 2016 population of Talkeetna to be 903, which would 
require 10 rental rooms for a beverage dispensary – tourism license. The Swiss Alaska Inn has 21 
rooms. 
 
The transferee states in his tourism statement that the inn is open for breakfast every day in the 
summer and on weekends in the winter but it is not clear whether it serves dinner. AS 04.11.400(d) 
states, “The board may approve the …transfer…of a beverage dispensary…license without regard 
to [population limits] if it appears that…transfer will encourage the tourist trade by encouraging the 
construction or improvement of (1) a hotel, motel, resort, or similar business relating to the tourist 
trade with a dining facility or having kitchen facilities in a majority of its rental rooms…” 
 
 
Recommendation: Evaluate the transfer request in accordance with AS 04.11.400(d). 
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McConnell, Erika B (CED)

To: Vern
Subject: RE: License #941--missing information

From: Vern [mailto:vern@swissalaska.com]  
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2017 3:51 PM 
To: McConnell, Erika B (CED) <erika.mcconnell@alaska.gov> 
Subject: RE: License #941‐‐missing information 
 
Dear Erika, 
 
The Swiss Alaska is made up of 20 hotel/motel rooms and 1 standalone cabin for a total of 21 rooms. The 
population  scale would be 1,501 to 2,500.  Talkeetna is not incorporated but is over seen my the Mat‐Su Borough.  The 
Swiss Alaska Inn is Also open to the public for breakfast 7am‐12noon 7 days a week in the summer time and 9am‐12pm 
on weekends in the winter.  We also have a full bar that is open to public.  It is nice to have this bar for our guests since 
we have such a wide variety of travelers from all over the world.  I would say a good portion of our guests come from 
Europe and the U.K.. I only mention this because it is a big part of their culture to have a nice glass of wine or a beer to 
talk to other guests and travelers while they wind down for the night.  I am so glad that we can provide this type of 
atmosphere for our quests since they have traveled a long way and want to enjoy the nice things in life. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Chris Byrd 
Swiss Alaska Inn 
907‐733‐2424   
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