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MEMORANDUM 

TO:        Alcoholic Beverage Control Board  
 

DATE:  November 12, 2019 

FROM: Erika McConnell, Director 
 

RE:  5856 Eucharistic Heart of Jesus 
 Ministries 

 
Requested 
Action: 

New license application 

  
Statutory   
Authority: 

AS 04.06.090(b):  “The board shall review all applications for licenses made under this 
title and may order the director to issue, renew, revoke, transfer, or suspend licenses 
and permits authorized under this title.” 

  
Staff Rec.: Deny the application per AS 04.11.320(a)(4) 
 
Background:  The Eucharistic Heart of Jesus Ministries is applying for a package store license in 
Anchorage.  
 
The ministry, a Catholic order, uses a special altar wine that is not available in Alaska. They told us 
that they are pursuing “the ability to get the wine and sell to our other Churches for Religious 
purposes” but “are not interested in retailing, opening a liquor store or ‘doing business’ in the real 
sense of the word.” We discussed with them the possibility of each church mail ordering the altar 
wine for its own use, or of arranging for a local licensed business to carry the altar wine they wish to 
use, but the applicant was set on submitting an application to become a licensee, and the staff has no 
authority to deny an application.  
 
Clearly the ministry wishes to sell wine. AS 04.11.010(a) states, “Except as provided in AS 04.11.020, 
a person may not knowingly manufacture, sell, offer for sale, possess for sale or barter, traffic in, or 
barter an alcoholic beverage unless under license or permit issued under this title.”  There is no 
religious exemption in AS 04.11.020. 
 
There is what appears to be a religious exemption in AS 04.16.170(b) which states, “A person 
transporting alcoholic beverages into the state may not sell those alcoholic beverages to a person not 
licensed under this title, unless the alcoholic beverages are used for religious, industrial, 
pharmaceutical, or medical purposes.” However, the ministry does not appear to be “a person 
transporting alcoholic beverages into the state” so this exemption does not appear to apply. 
 
A wholesale license is not an option for them, because a wholesaler may only sell to other licensees 
(AS 04.11.160(a)) or to an unlicensed person “who has a fixed place of business on land in the state 
maintained by the United States government as a military or naval reservation, a national park, or 
other federal reservation.” (AS 04.21.040(a)) 
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The ministry has also been clear that they do not wish to retail or sell to the public. They are 
proposing to locate their package store in a storage unit of a self-storage facility.  
 
Staff raised concerns with the applicant regarding the location of the proposed premises in a storage 
facility, and the ability to meet minimum operating requirements and “operate in a similar fashion to 
other licensed premises of the same type.” (3 AAC 304.170(j)) In addition, a package store is 
expected to have a “business premises,” which is defined as “that part of the licensed premises to 
which the public has access,” but it appears that the public will have no access to the proposed 
licensed premises. 
 
 
Attachment: License application 
   


























