
 

 
Department of Commerce, Community,  

and Economic Development 
 

Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
 

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Main: 907.269.0350 

MEMORANDUM 

          TO: Alcoholic Beverage Control Board DATE: November 6, 2026 

          FROM: Jane P Sawyer, Program Coordinator 
 

 

RE: 2026-2027 Renewal Application of 
REPL 4428, Little Tokyo 

 
  

 
 This is an application for the renewal of restaurant eating place license (REPL) 4428, by Soe, LLC 

-- Kwang Su Yoon, 100% member -- doing business as Little Tokyo, with licensed premises of 
315 Lincoln Street, #112, Sitka, Alaska.  

 
On October 26, 2026, the Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office’s (AMCO) enforcement team 
issued a Notice of Violation, AM26-2678, to the licensee for failing to apply for a transfer of 
location and receive approval from the board to transfer the license. The licensee was provided 
10 days to respond to the notice of violation and / or to request an informal conference with 
the director. AMCO did not receive either.  

 
On October 28, 2026, the City and Borough of Sitka (CBS) filed a timely protest of the renewal 
of REPL 4428 because “… the business is not currently operating at its licensed premises at 315 
Lincoln Street, Suite 112…” According to CBS’s Memorandum, the licensee was notified on 
October 16, 2026, that CBS staff would be recommending the Assembly to protest the renewal. 
See details in protest from CBS. 
 
 The board is tasked with the following: 
 

• Review the notice of violation issued by AMCO as you would any other notice of 
violation.  

• Review CBS’s protest and determine whether the protest is arbitrary, capricious, or 
unreasonable.  

 
 
 



             Notice of Violation 
(3AAC 305.870)

This form, all information provided and responses are public documents per Alaska Public Records ACT AS 40.25 

Date: License #/Type: 

Licensee: Address: 

DBA: AMCO Case #: 
This is a notice to you as licensee that an alleged violation has occurred.  If the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board decides to act 
against your license, under the provisions of AS 44.62.330 - AS 44.62.630 (Administrative Procedures Act) you will receive an 
Accusation and Notice of your right to an Administrative Hearing. 

Note: This is not an accusation or a criminal complaint. 

Issuing Investigator:  Received by: 

SIGNATURE:  SIGNATURE: 

Delivered VIA:  Date:  

Updated 01/23/2026 Tracking #:

Prior disciplinary history within the past 5 years:

You are directed to respond in writing to this Notice of Violation within 10 days of receipt to explain what action you have 
taken to prevent a re-occurrence of this violation.  FAILURE TO RESPOND TO THIS NOTICE OF VIOLATION WITHIN 10 DAYS 
MAY RESULT IN YOUR APPEARANCE, EITHER IN PERSON OR TELEPHONICALLY, BEFORE THE ABC BOARD AT THEIR 
NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED BOARD MEETING.  

*Please send your response to the address below and include your alcohol license number in your response.
3 AAC 305.870(d) provides that upon receipt of a Notice of Violation, a licensee may request to appear before the Director and be heard regarding the 
Notice of Violation.  The request must be made within ten days after receipt of the Notice and the Director must grant an appearance within ten days 
after receipt of a request.  A Licensee shall respond, either orally or in writing, to the Notice. 

Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office 
ATTN: Enforcement 
550 W. 7th Ave, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, Alaska  99501 
amco.enforcement@alaska.gov 

mailto:amco.enforcement@alaska.gov


  POSSIBLE MOTION 

I MOVE TO protest the renewal application of Soe, LLC, dba Little
Tokyo, for a Restaurant or Eating Place liquor license (license #4428) 
based on the fact that the business is not currently operating at its 
licensed premises at 315 Lincoln Street, Suite 112, and to forward this 
protest to the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. 

Note: Motion approved 6-0 on 10/27/26. Assembly Member Riley left the meeting early and was 
absent for this vote. 



CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA
A COAST GUARD CITY 

To: 

Thru: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

MEMORANDUM 

Mayor Mosher and Assembly Members                      

John Leach, Municipal Administrator 

Rachel Jones, Municipal Attorney 
Sara Peterson, Municipal Clerk 

October 20, 2026 

Protest of Liquor License Renewal for Little Tokyo 

On September 15, 2026, the Municipal Clerk’s Office received notice from the Alcohol 
and Marijuana Control Office (AMCO) of the following liquor license renewal application: 

Under AS 04.11.480, the Assembly may protest a license renewal by providing AMCO 
and the licensee with its reasons in writing within 60 days of receiving notice, making 
the deadline November 14, 2026.  

The Clerk’s Office circulated a memo to departments that may have grounds to protest 
this application. The Planning & Community Development Department and the Building 
Official/Fire Marshal both reported that the business is no longer operating at 315 
Lincoln Street, Ste #112. 

Building Official/Fire Marshal Pat Swedeen noted that according to Building Department 
files Little Tokyo has not been located at 315 Lincoln Street since at least 2022:  

• 9/1/2022 – Change of Occupancy permit issued for the former Little Tokyo space
changing the use to retail – Group M.

• 2/9/2023 – Final inspection of new retail space performed with no deficiencies
noted and occupancy approved.

License Number: 4428 
License Type: Restaurant or Eating Place License 
Licensee: Soe, LLC 
Doing Business As: Little Tokyo 
Physical Address: 315 Lincoln Street, Ste #112 

https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#04.11.480
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• 4/26/2024 - Change of Occupancy permit issued for the same space changing 
the use to coffee shop/cafe – Group A-2. 

• 5/1/2024 – Final inspection of new retail space performed with no deficiencies 
noted and occupancy approved.  

 
On September 24, AMCO informed the Clerk’s Office that its records showed License 
#4428 approved for operation at 315 Lincoln Street, Ste #112. AMCO had not received 
a transfer of location or change of DBA application, or any notice from the licensee of a 
change in premises. 
 
On October 15, AMCO notified the Clerk’s Office that it had changed the status of 
License #4428 from “active” to “active – temporarily surrendered.” AMCO made this 
change after finding that the license is not operating at its approved premises and that 
the licensee cannot show a right to or control over that premises, such as a lease. The 
status change does not affect the renewal application, which still requires Assembly 
action. 
 
On October 16, in accordance with 3 AAC 305.085(d), the Municipal Clerk notified the 
licensee that staff would recommend the Assembly protest the renewal because the 
business is not operating at its licensed premises at 315 Lincoln Street, Ste #112. The 
licensee was advised of its opportunity to address the Assembly regarding the 
application. 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends that the Assembly protest the renewal of License #4428 because the 
licensed business has not operated at its approved premises since at least 2022. If the 
Assembly approves the protest, the Clerk’s Office will forward it to AMCO for the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board’s consideration. 
 
 

https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#3.305.085


 
 

CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA 

  A COAST GUARD CITY 
  
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Utility Billing Clerk – Chelsey    Fire Department 

Collections - Jennifer     Police Department 
Municipal Billing/Leasing  – Hali/Mariah  Building Official(s) 
Sales Tax/Property Tax - Justin            Planning Department           

   
From:  Sara Peterson, Municipal Clerk 
 
Date:  September 28, 2026 
  
Subject: Liquor License Renewal Applications – Little Tokyo and Asian Palace 
 
The Municipal Clerk’s Office has been notified by the Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office of the 
following liquor license renewal applications submitted by: 
 

 

 
Please notify me if there is a reason to protest or not by noon on Monday, October 5. These 
requests are scheduled to go before the Assembly on October 13. 

License Number: 4595 
License Type Restaurant Eating Place 
Licensee: Soe, LLC 
Doing Business As: Asian Palace 
Physical Address: 327 Seward Square #1 
Designated Licensee: Kwang Yoon 

License Number: 4428 
License Type Restaurant Eating Place 
Licensee: Soe, LLC 
Doing Business As: Little Tokyo 
Physical Address: 315 Lincoln Street, Ste #112 
Designated Licensee: Kwang Yoon 



PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT



PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA
PLANNING DEPARTMENT



 

 

 

 
Department of Commerce, Community, 

and Economic Development 
 

ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 

Anchorage, AK 99501 
Main: 907.269.0350

September 15, 2026 
 
From: Alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov; amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov;    
 
Licensee: Soe, LLC 
DBA: Little Tokyo  
Via Email: kennyssitka@yahoo.com 
 
Local Government 1: Municipality of Sitka 
Via Email: 

 sara.peterson@cityofsitka.org 

holley.bayne@cityofsitka.org 

brian.schoenfelder@cityofsitka.org 
 
Re: Restaurant Eating Place License License #4428 Combined Renewal Notice for 2026-2027 Renewal Cycle 
 

License Number: #4428 
License Type: Restaurant Eating Place License 
Licensee: Soe, LLC 
Doing Business As: Little Tokyo  
Physical Address:  315 Lincoln Street, Ste #112, Sitka, AK, 99835 
Designated Licensee: Kwang Yoon 
Phone Number: 907-738-3982 
Email Address: kennyssitka@yahoo.com 

 
☒ License Renewal Application                ☐ Endorsement Renewal Application 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Licensee:  
 
Our staff has reviewed your application after receiving your application and the required fees. Your renewal 
documents appear to be in order, and I have determined that your application is complete for purposes of 
AS 04.11.510, and AS 04.11.520. 
 

mailto:Alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov
mailto:amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov
mailto:sara.peterson@cityofsitka.org
mailto:holley.bayne@cityofsitka.org
mailto:brian.schoenfelder@cityofsitka.org


 
 

Your application is now considered complete and will be sent electronically to the local governing body(s), 
your community council, if your proposed premises are in Anchorage or certain locations in the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough, and to any non-profit agencies who have requested notification of applications. The local 
governing body(s) will have 60 days to protest the renewal of your license. 
 
Your application will be scheduled for the November 17th, 2026 board meeting for Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Board consideration. The address and call-in number for the meeting will be posted on our home page. The 
board will not grant or deny your application at the meeting unless your local government waives its right to 
protest per AS 04.11.480(a). 
 
Please feel free to contact us through the Alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov email address if you have any 
questions. 
 
 
Dear Local Government:  
 
We have received completed renewal applications for the above-listed licenses within your jurisdiction. 
This is the notice required under AS 04.11.480. A local governing body may protest the issuance, renewal, 
relocation, or transfer to another person of a license with one or more endorsements, or issuance of an 
endorsement by sending the director and the applicant a protest and the reasons for the protest in a clear 
and concise statement within 60 days of the date of the notice of filing of the application. A protest 
received after the 60-day period may not be accepted by the board, and in no event may a protest cause 
the board to reconsider an approved renewal, relocation, or transfer.  
 
To protest any application(s) referenced above, please submit your written protest for each within 60 days 
to AMCO and provide proof of service upon the applicant and proof that the applicant has had a reasonable 
opportunity to defend the application before the meeting of the local governing body.  
If you have any questions, please email amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Shawn Kowalski, Licensing Examiner II 
For 
Kevin Richard, Director 
 

mailto:Alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov
mailto:amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov
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	Date: 10/26/2026
	Type of License: [Restaurant/Eating Place]
	Text8: Kwang Yoon
	Text11:  315 Lincoln St, Suite 112, Sitka, AK
	Text9: Little Tokyo
	Text12: AM26-2678
	Text13: On 10/12/2026 I received a report from Special Investigator 2 Joe Bankowski that Little Tokyo REPL #4428 had moved locations without authorization and requested I conduct an investigation into the matter.

On 10/14/2026 I (Investigator Bryson) spoke with Christine Harrington who is the CPA for Little Tokyo's Owner Kwang Yoon.  Christine essentially stated that in 2020 during Covid, Mr. Yoon had moved Little Tokyo from 315 Lincoln St. to 327 Seward St. in Sitka AK.  327 Seward is the active location for  REPL# 4595 Asian Palace which Mr Yoon is also the Licensee of.  

Christine advised me that Mr. Yoon had moved Little Tokyo due not being able to afford both locations and instead migrated Little Tokyo into the same building as Asian Palace.  Christine continued to state that Mr. Yoon had forgotten about having to file the paperwork for the transfer of location of Little Tokyo and never completed it.  After speaking with Christine, I asked her if she could have Mr. Yoon provide a most up-to-date Premises Diagram that shows Little Tokyo and Asian Palace at the same location as well as an explanation to how the premises were differentiated at 327 Seward.  At this time, No further information or diagrams were provided. 

During review of the license renewal applications for both Little Tokyo and Asian Palace, they both show separate gross receipt values for food and alcohol sales.

This is in violation of AS 04.11.290 - Application for transfer of License Location.

AS 04.11.290 - An application for a transfer of a license to a new location must contain the information required 
by the board and must be accompanied by proof that the notice required in AS 04.11.310 has 
been given and by any petitions required to be secured under AS 04.11.460 before a license may 
be transferred. 
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