
Department of Commerce, Community, 
and Economic Development 

ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 

Anchorage, AK 99501 
Main: 907.269.0350

MEMORANDUM

 TO: Chair and Members of the Board DATE:    June 30, 2016 

 FROM: Cynthia Franklin 
Director, Marijuana Control Board 

RE: Applications That Have 
Changes to Operating Plans 

At its June 9-10 meeting, the Marijuana Control Board delegated the following applications. After 
the meeting, each applicant attempted to submit significant changes to their premises diagrams, 
operating plans, or both.  

1. License #10022 Sunrise Gardens- Tab 25
a. Changing  indoor cultivation to use first floor only

2. License #10043 Alaskan Greenery- Tab 26
a. Change to security system provider only

3. License #10186 AK Green Labs, LLC- Tab 27 (DISCUSS OF OWNERSHIP CHANGES)- Tab 27
a. Amended some parts of form MJ-06
b. Media article published reporting that ownership of license changed

4. License #10207 Tanana Herb Company, LLC- Tab 28
a. Changed location of bathroom per FNSB direction
b. Applicant was aware when she appeared before MCB June 9 that change would be

required but she did not inform the board of need to change before they voted

Because the board delegated authority to issue licenses based the diagrams and operating plans 
submitted to the board in June, these changes necessitate the board removing the delegation to 
review the changed operating plans. The Program Coordinator created Forms MJ-14 and MJ-15. 
The following list indicates which pages of the operating plan are altered by MJ-15. The indicated 
tabs contain the following documents: 

1. MJ-15 for each license
2. Pages of operating plan changed as required by MJ-15
3. Original Operating Plan viewed by MCB at June meeting
4. MJ-14 if applicable
5. For License #10186, copy of media article outlining new ownership of license

















Media Article



From: Franklin, Cynthia A (CED)
To: akgreenlabs@gmail.com
Cc: Marijuana Licensing (CED sponsored); Oates, Sarah D (CED)
Subject: Emailing: steep-hill-announces-license-agreement-to-open-cannabis-testing-laboratory-in-the-state-of-alaska-300286798.htm
Date: Wednesday, June 29, 2016 9:26:10 AM
Attachments: image007.png

Dear AK Green Labs,

 

It appears that after the MCB approved your license with delegation, you have made significant changes to your
 ownership and have announced that a non-resident corporation is the owner of the license. I am placing your license
 application on the July 7-8 agenda for the MCB in Fairbanks to discuss this and other changes to your application.

 

Please plan to attend the meeting so that you can address any questions the board may have.

 

Thanks,

 

 

Cynthia Franklin, Director

Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office

907-269-0351
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Steep Hill Announces License Agreement to Open
 Cannabis Testing Laboratory in the State of Alaska
License granted to Alaska testing company AK Green Labs LLC

un 20, 2016, 10:00 ET from Steep Hill

BERKELEY, Calif., June 20, 2016 /PRNewswire/ -- Steep Hill, the global industry leader in cannabis testing and analytics,

 today announced it has licensed its cannabis testing technologies to a highly-respected team of scientists who have plans

 to open Steep Hill Alaska as a full service cannabis quality assurance laboratory in Anchorage, Alaska, bringing

 advanced scientific tools and methodology to the state.

We are very excited to bring Steep Hill's industry-leading cannabis testing methods to Alaska. Providing cannabis testing

 across such a geographically dispersed area like Alaska poses unique challenges, and Steep Hill's innovative hub-and-

poke approach to providing remote testing was among the driving factors in our decision to work with them. Central to

 this solution is a proprietary system that can provide testing in Alaskan communities that are not on the road system. In

 addition, this agreement will enable us to bring testing capabilities to Alaska that are far beyond those that are currently

 available here, such as genetics testing and strain identification. We hope to work with the State Marijuana Control Board

 to demonstrate the value of these customized, world-class solutions in helping to ensure the safety and proper labeling of

 cannabis products throughout the entire Alaskan marketplace," said Steep Hill Alaska CEO Brian Coyle.

n making the announcement, Steep Hill President and CEO Jmîchaele Keller said, "This marks a new era in cannabis

 safety for the people of Alaska, a geographically challenging state from a testing logistics standpoint. We welcome Brian

 and his team to the Steep Hill family. We will strongly support his team as they deliver the best science, technology and

 professionalism available in cannabis testing for patients and adult consumers. We are excited to announce this licensing

 relationship with an Alaskan-owned lab,  an extremely qualified team, and we are eager to work with the Alaska

 Marijuana Control Board to bring innovative solutions and technology to the Alaska cannabis industry."

Owners of the Steep Hill Alaska lab will be:

Brian Coyle, MSc, MEng will serve as CEO of Steep Hill Alaska. An Alaskan resident, Mr. Coyle brings an

 extensive background in managing scientific and engineering projects for Oil Industry, Engineering and Scientific

 Research projects around the world. His recent experience in Alaska, managing field research for the Earthscope

 Project, required him to travel to the far corners of the state and has provided him with a clear understanding of the

 logistical challenges of working in Alaska.

Timothy Hinterberger, PhD, a professor at the University of Alaska Anchorage for 20+ years, brings over 35 years

 of medical education and molecular biology research experience to Steep Hill Alaska.

We have worked very hard to establish our leadership in the cannabis testing space, and the strength of our new partners

 n Alaska is a testament to this leadership – together we intend to be the gold standard for science, service and safety for

 the entire cannabis industry in Alaska," said Keller.   

For more information about cannabis testing, please visit the Steep Hill website: http://steephill.com

http://www.prnewswire.com/news/steep+hill
javascript:void(0)


ABOUT STEEP HILL
Founded in California in 2008, Steep Hill Labs, Inc. is a science and technology firm that has become the industry leader

 n cannabis testing and analytics.  With labs in five states—soon to be seven with Maryland and now Alaska launching in

 2016, along with a new facility in Jamaica—Steep Hill is the largest cannabis lab network in the world. The company

 pioneered the first medical cannabis potency and microbiological contaminants testing methodology for use in California

—the first state to legalize medical cannabis. Steep Hill has since developed a variety of revolutionary cannabis testing

 products, including QuantaCann™, QuantaCann2™, GenKit™ and Steep Hill Express™.  Steep Hill provides expert

 consulting services to many states, countries and municipalities, and the company is developing proprietary genetic

 testing, mapping and trademark protection services for the industry as well.

Contact: Cathie Bennett Warner  cell: 415-420-1573    Email

Logo - http://photos.prnewswire.com/prnh/20160617/380776LOGO

To view the original version on PR Newswire, visit:http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/steep-hill-announces-

cense-agreement-to-open-cannabis-testing-laboratory-in-the-state-of-alaska-300286798.html

SOURCE Steep Hill

Related Links

ttp://steephill.com

Jun 28, 2016, 08:40 ET

Preview: Steep Hill White Paper Proves Steep Hill Express Meets Accuracy Requirements for Cannabis Flower

Potency

Jun 17, 2016, 14:30 ET

Preview: Steep Hill Offers Media Tour of Leading National Cannabis Testing Lab During Arcview and National

Cannabis Industry Association Conferences

Read More
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June 30, 2016 

Cynthia A. Franklin, Director  
Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
The Atwood Building, 
550 West 7th Ave., Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. Franklin: 

I am writing to you in response to your email to Brian Coyle of AK Green Labs LLC, dated June 29, 2016. 

First of all, I would like to apologize for any misunderstanding that has arisen from the draft headline of a 
recent press release issued by Steep Hill.  Steep Hill recently signed an agreement with AK Green Labs to 
provide them with access to Steep Hill’s extensive library of cannabis science methods. Access to Steep Hill 
proprietary technologies - including our real-time LIMS system and our Near-Infrared testing system - and other 
intellectual property will help AK Green Labs to bring leading edge cannabis science and technology to Alaska. 

Please note that the press release published on June 20, 2016 had a draft headline instead of the correct 
headline. The headline should have read: Steep Hill Announces Agreement to License Cannabis Testing 
Technology in the State of Alaska. The corrected draft was sent to PR Newswire yet the wire service ran with 
the draft headline, in error. We corrected the mistake with PR Newswire immediately and the correct version of 
the release is now available online Steep Hill Licenses Cannabis Testing Technology in Alaska and on our 
website http://landing.steephill.com/alaska . 

I would like to make clear the relationship between Steep Hill and AK Green Labs: There is absolutely no 
ownership in AK Green Labs whatsoever by Steep Hill or any of its officers, directors or employees. Steep Hill is 
simply the licensor of science, technology and intellectual property to AK Green Labs, in order to help Brian 
Coyle and his team bring the best cannabis science methods in the industry to Alaska.  Brian and his team 
remain in complete control and full ownership of AK Green Labs. 

Please feel free to contact me directly with any further questions you may have regarding this matter, or if we 
can be helpful to you or the Board in any way. We completely support the role you play in helping to ensure 
public safety through regulations that are strong and strictly enforced. We apologize if there was any confusion 
about our role. Thank you for your consideration. 

All the Best, 

Jmîchaeĺe Keller 
President and CEO  
Steep Hill Labs, Inc. 

(510) 562-7400 
jmichaele@steephill.com 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/steep-hill-announces-license-agreement-to-open-cannabis-testing-laboratory-in-the-state-of-alaska-300286798.html
http://landing.steephill.com/alaska


Steep Hill Announces Agreement to License 
Cannabis Testing Technology in the State of 
Alaska 
License granted to Alaska testing company AK Green Labs LLC 

Jun 20, 2016, 10:00 ET from Steep Hill  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BERKELEY, Calif., June 20, 2016 /PRNewswire/ -- Steep Hill, the global industry leader in cannabis 
testing and analytics, today announced it has licensed its cannabis testing technologies to a highly-
respected team of scientists who have plans to open Steep Hill Alaska as a full service cannabis quality 
assurance laboratory in Anchorage, Alaska, bringing advanced scientific tools and methodology to the 
state. 

"We are very excited to bring Steep Hill's industry-leading cannabis testing methods to Alaska. Providing 
cannabis testing across such a geographically dispersed area like Alaska poses unique challenges, and 
Steep Hill's innovative hub-and-spoke approach to providing remote testing was among the driving 
factors in our decision to work with them. Central to this solution is a proprietary system that can provide 
testing in Alaskan communities that are not on the road system. In addition, this agreement will enable us 
to bring testing capabilities to Alaska that are far beyond those that are currently available here, such as 
genetics testing and strain identification. We hope to work with the State Marijuana Control Board to 
demonstrate the value of these customized, world-class solutions in helping to ensure the safety and 
proper labeling of cannabis products throughout the entire Alaskan marketplace," said Steep Hill Alaska 
CEO Brian Coyle. 

In making the announcement, Steep Hill President and CEO Jmîchaeĺe Keller said, "This marks a new 
era in cannabis safety for the people of Alaska, a geographically challenging state from a testing logistics 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news/steep+hill


standpoint. We welcome Brian and his team to the Steep Hill family. We will strongly support his team as 
they deliver the best science, technology and professionalism available in cannabis testing for patients 
and adult consumers. We are excited to announce this licensing relationship with an Alaskan-owned 
lab,  an extremely qualified team, and we are eager to work with the Alaska Marijuana Control Board to 
bring innovative solutions and technology to the Alaska cannabis industry." 

Owners of the Steep Hill Alaska lab will be: 

 Brian Coyle, MSc, MEng will serve as CEO of Steep Hill Alaska. An Alaskan resident, Mr. Coyle
brings an extensive background in managing scientific and engineering projects for Oil Industry,
Engineering and Scientific Research projects around the world. His recent experience in Alaska,
managing field research for the Earthscope Project, required him to travel to the far corners of the
state and has provided him with a clear understanding of the logistical challenges of working in
Alaska.

 Timothy Hinterberger, PhD, a professor at the University of Alaska Anchorage for 20+ years,
brings over 35 years of medical education and molecular biology research experience to Steep
Hill Alaska.

"We have worked very hard to establish our leadership in the cannabis testing space, and the strength of 
our new partners in Alaska is a testament to this leadership – together we intend to be the gold standard 
for science, service and safety for the entire cannabis industry in Alaska," said Keller.    

For more information about cannabis testing, please visit the Steep Hill website: http://steephill.com 

ABOUT STEEP HILL 
Founded in California in 2008, Steep Hill Labs, Inc. is a science and technology firm that has become 
the industry leader in cannabis testing and analytics.  With labs in five states—soon to be seven with 
Maryland and now Alaska launching in 2016, along with a new facility in Jamaica—Steep Hill is the 
largest cannabis lab network in the world. The company pioneered the first medical cannabis potency and 
microbiological contaminants testing methodology for use in California—the first state to legalize medical 
cannabis. Steep Hill has since developed a variety of revolutionary cannabis testing products, including 
QuantaCann™, QuantaCann2™, GenKit™ and Steep Hill Express™.  Steep Hill provides expert 
consulting services to many states, countries and municipalities, and the company is developing 
proprietary genetic testing, mapping and trademark protection services for the industry as well. 

Contact: Cathie Bennett Warner  cell: 415-420-1573    Email 

Logo - http://photos.prnewswire.com/prnh/20160617/380776LOGO 

To view the original version on PR Newswire, visit:http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/steep-hill-
announces-license-agreement-to-open-cannabis-testing-laboratory-in-the-state-of-alaska-
300286798.html 

SOURCE Steep Hill 

Related Links 

http://steephill.com 
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Original MJ-06
(approved at June 9, 2016 meeting)
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