Department of Commerce, Community,
and Economic Development
ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Peter Mlynarik, Chair, and
Members of the Board

DATE:

November 14, 2017

FROM:

Erika McConnell, Director
Marijuana Control Board

RE:

Regulations Project – Quality Control;
Waste Disposal; Notify AMCO of
Crime on Premises

Quality Control
Summary: This regulation allows licensed cultivators and product manufacturers to provide
employees small samples for the purpose of quality control testing. Inventory of the provided
samples must be documented and retained by the licensee, as must documentation from the
employee on a form prescribed by the board.
Public Comment: Comment period 8/17/17 to 9/29/17. Public comments attached.
Recommendation: Adopt new subsection 3 AAC 306.460(d) and new section 3 AAC 306.557.

Waste Disposal
Summary: This regulation limits the waste notification that licensees are required to send to the
director to be required only when the amount of waste is more than one ounce. It places all
authority to approve retests and allow extraction of failed test material to the director. It changes the
definition of marijuana waste and requires notification of upcoming waste disposal to be in writing
rather than through the tracking system.
Public Comment: Comment period 8/17/17 to 9/29/17. Public comments attached.
Recommendation: Due to upcoming changes to Metrc and the recent request from the
Department of Law regarding the packaging and labeling regulations change relating to perishable
products, the changes to 3 AAC 306.660 and 3 AAC 306.740 should be amended and put back out
for public comment.

Notify AMCO of Crime on Premises
Summary: This regulation requires all licensees to report to the director any unauthorized access to
the licensed premises, including the reporting of theft of money or marijuana or marijuana products.
Public Comment: Comment period 8/17/17 to 9/29/17. Public comments attached.
Recommendation: Adopt addition of new subsection 3 AAC 306.715(e).

Register_____,____2017 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, COMMUNITY AND EC. DEV.
(Words in boldface and underlined indicate language being added; words [CAPITALIZED
AND BRACKETED] indicate language being deleted.)
3 AAC 306.460 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:
(d) A licensed marijuana cultivation facility may provide a sample of marijuana to an
employee of the facility, that is in possession of a valid marijuana handler card for the purpose of
quality control only if:
(1) samples provided to employees for quality control does not exceed a
cumulative total of one ounce per 30-day period;
(2) each sample is registered and tracked using the marijuana inventory tracking
system in accordance with 3 AAC 306.730;
(3) consumption of marijuana does not occur on the licensed premises;
(4) no sample is resold to another licensee or consumer;
(5) each employee who receives a marijuana sample for the purpose of quality
control completes a quality control form prescribed by the board for each sample; and
(6) the licensee maintains copies of completed forms required under (5) of this
subsection in accordance with 3 AAC 306.755.
(7) marijuana that leaves the licensed premises must be packaged in opaque,
resealable, child-resistent packaging and clearly marked or labeled “For Quality Control” and the
packaging must be designed or constructed to be significantly difficult for children under five
years of age to open, but not normally difficult for adults to use properly. (Eff. __/__/____.
Register___)
Authority:

AS 17.38.010

AS 17.38.150

AS 17.38.200

AS 17.38.070

AS 17.38.190

AS 17.38.900
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Register_____,____2017 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, COMMUNITY AND EC. DEV.
3 AAC 306 is amended by adding a new section to read:
3 AAC 306.557. Quality Control sampling. (a) A licensed marijuana product
manufacturing facility may provide a sample of marijuana concentrate or other marijuana
product to an employee of the facility, that is in possession of a valid marijuana handler card for
the purpose of quality control only if:
(1) Samples provided to employees for quality control do not exceed a cumulative
total set out in 3 AAC 306.355 in a 30-day period:
(2) each sample is registered and tracked using the marijuana inventory tracking
system in accordance with 3 AAC 306.730;
(3) consumption of marijuana does not occur on the licensed premises;
(4) no sample is resold to another licensee or consumer;
(5) each employee who receives a marijuana sample for the purpose of quality
control completes a quality control form prescribed by the board for each sample; and
(6) the marijuana cultivation facility licensee maintains copies of completed forms
required under (5) of this subsection in accordance with 3 AAC 306.755.
(7) marijuana that leaves the licensed premises must be packaged in opaque,
resealable, child-resistent packaging and clearly marked or labeled “For Quality Control” and the
packaging must be designed or constructed to be significantly difficult for children under five
years of age to open, but not normally difficult for adults to use properly. (Eff. __/__/____.
Register___)
Authority:

AS 17.38.010

AS 17.38.150

AS 17.38.200

AS 17.38.070

AS 17.38.190

AS 17.38.900
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Register_____,____2017 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, COMMUNITY AND EC. DEV.
3 AAC 306.660. Failed materials; retests (a) If a sample tested by a marijuana testing
facility does not pass the required tests based on the standards set out in 3 AAC 306.645, the
marijuana establishment that provided the sample shall
(1) dispose of the entire harvest batch or production lot from which the sample
was taken; and
(2) document the disposal of the sample using the marijuana establishment's
marijuana inventory tracking system; and
(3) notify the director in writing within 24 hours if the amount destroyed
totals more than one ounce.
(b) If a sample of marijuana fails a required test, any marijuana plant trim, leaf, and other
usable material from the same plants automatically fail the required test. The director [BOARD]
may approve a written request, on a form prescribed by the board, to allow a batch of
marijuana that fails a required test to be used to make a carbon dioxide- or solvent-based extract.
After processing, the carbon dioxide- or solvent-based extract must pass all required tests.
(c) If a marijuana cultivation facility or a marijuana product manufacturing facility
submits a written request on a form prescribed by the board [PETITIONS] for a retest of
marijuana or a marijuana product that failed a required test, the director [BOARD] may
authorize a retest to validate the test results. The marijuana cultivation facility or a marijuana
product manufacturing facility shall pay all costs of a retest.
Authority:

AS 17.38.010

AS 17.38.150

AS 17.38.200

AS 17.38.070

AS 17.38.190

AS 17.38.900

AS 17.38.121
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Register_____,____2017 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, COMMUNITY AND EC. DEV.

3 AAC 306.715 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:
(e) A marijuana establishment will notify the Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office as soon
as reasonably practical and in no case more than 24 hours after any unauthorized access to the
premises or the establishment’s knowledge of evidence or circumstances that reasonably indicate
theft, diversion or unexplained disappearance of marijuana, marijuana products, or money from the
licensed premises. (Eff 2/21/2016, Register 217; am __/__/____, Register___)

3 AAC 306.740 Waste Disposal is amended to read:
(a) A marijuana establishment shall store, manage, and dispose of any solid or liquid
waste, including wastewater generated during marijuana cultivation production, processing,
testing, or retail sales, in compliance with applicable federal, state, and local statutes, ordinances,
regulations, and other law
(b) Marijuana waste must be rendered unusable for any purpose for which it was grown
or produced before it leaves a marijuana establishment. Marijuana waste includes
(1) marijuana plant waste, including, [ROOTS] stalks, leaves, and stems that have
not been processed with solvent;
(2) solid marijuana sample plant waste in the possession of a marijuana testing
facility;
(3) marijuana or marijuana product that has been deemed by the licensee
unfit for sale or consumption;
(4) expired marijuana products; and
(5) other waste as determined by the board.
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Register_____,____2017 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, COMMUNITY AND EC. DEV.
(c) A marijuana establishment shall
(1) in the marijuana inventory tracking system required under 3 AAC 306.730,
give the board notice not later than three days before making the waste unusable and disposing of
it; however, the director may authorize immediate disposal on an emergency basis; and
(2) keep a record through the inventory tracking system of the final destination
of marijuana waste made unusable; and
(3) immediately notify the board in writing if requesting disposal of
(A) more than 1 gram of marijuana concentrate; or
(B) more than one ounce of marijuana or marijuana product.
(d) Marijuana plant waste must be made unusable by grinding the marijuana plant waste
and mixing it with at least an equal amount of other compostable or non-compostable materials.
A marijuana establishment may use another method to make marijuana waste unusable if the
board approves the method in advance. Material that may be mixed with the marijuana waste
includes
(1) compostable materials including food waste, yard waste, vegetable based
grease or oils, or other wastes approved by the board when the mixed material can be used as
compost feedstock or in another organic waste method such as an anaerobic digester with
approval of any applicable local government entity; or
(2) non-compostable materials including paper waste, cardboard waste, plastic
waste, oil, or other wastes approved by the board when the mixed material may be delivered to a
permitted solid waste facility, incinerator, or other facility with approval of any applicable local
government entity.
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Register_____,____2017 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, COMMUNITY AND EC. DEV.
(e) If marijuana or a marijuana product is found by, or surrendered to, a law enforcement
officer including a peace officer or an airport security officer, the officer may dispose of the
marijuana or marijuana product as provided in this section or by any method that is allowed
under any applicable local ordinance. (Eff. 2/21/2016. Register 217, am __/__/____,
Register____)
Authority:

AS 17.38.010

AS 17.38.150

AS 17.38.200

AS 17.38.070

AS 17.38.190

AS 17.38.900

AS 17.38.121
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Marijuana Control Board,

Marijuana Control Board proposed regulations-- changes to disposal of marijuana waste, quality
control marijuana, and reporting unauthorized access to a licensed marijuana facility.
Quality Control:
I am in support of adding the quality control regulations to 3 AAC 306 and would like to see the
Marijuana Retail Licenses given the same ability. I think that a quality control program is
necessary for success from a business stand point. For any business to maintain high standards in
the products that it provides there is a need to have some way to know their products are actually
quality.
I think that the one ounce limit per month is sufficient to allow for quality control and to prevent
diversion since it will be such small amount and tracked. Without any diversion, I can’t see how
this could affect the public’s health or safety.
Failed materials; retests:
I support the changes made to the failed materials section. I think the changes up to clear up what
happens if a test fails.
Waste Disposal:
In this section it is being added that we must keep record through the inventory system of the
final destination of waste. I am unsure as to where in the tracking system there is a spot to record
the final destination. Can it be added that once marijuana is mixed and rendered unusable it is no
longer considered marijuana? A new applicant might not know this is the view of the board.
In a previous meeting the board voted not to include the roots as “marijuana.” Would it be
possible to see that added in this so that a new licensee will know that the roots don’t need a 3
day quarantine?
Bailey Stuart

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

C. Barret Goodale
CED AMCO REGS (CED sponsored)
Comments Reguarding Proposed Regulation Changes
Monday, August 21, 2017 4:49:53 PM

AMCO,
Below are my comments regarding the proposed changes to the regulations. please see
comments in RED.
Thank you,
C. Barret Goodale
3 AAC 306.740 Waste Disposal is amended to read:
(a) A marijuana establishment shall store, manage, and dispose of any solid or liquid waste,
including wastewater generated during marijuana cultivation production, processing, testing,
or retail sales, in compliance with applicable federal, state, and local statutes, ordinances,
regulations, and other law
(b) Marijuana waste must be rendered unusable for any purpose for which it was grown or
produced before it leaves a marijuana establishment. Marijuana waste includes
(1) marijuana plant waste, including, stalks, leaves, and stems that have not been processed
with solvent;
(2) solid marijuana sample plant waste in the possession of a marijuana testing facility;
(3) marijuana or marijuana product that has been deemed by the licensee unfit for sale or
consumption;
(4) expired marijuana products; and
(5) other waste as determined by the board. Register_____,____2017 DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE, COMMUNITY AND EC. DEV. 5
(c) A marijuana establishment shall
(1) in the marijuana inventory tracking system required under 3 AAC 306.730, give the board
notice not later than three days before making the waste unusable and disposing of it;
According to 3 AAC 306.740 section B Marijuana waste must be rendered unusable for any
purpose for which it was grown or produced before it leaves a marijuana establishment. If we

remove leaves, the intended purpose of said leaves where to photosynthesize and produce sugars to be used in
the other developing portions of the plant. Therefore, upon the removal of the leaf from the plant it is
immediately rendered unusable for its intended purpose. In such a case, how do we keep from rendering this
“Waste” as usable for three days prior to it being destroyed in order to stay in compliance under 3 AAC
306.730? METRC is our inventory tracking system. METRC does not have an option to report

waste generated by a plant that is in the vegetative state. METRC does not have an option for
reporting waste from flowering plants that are not harvested. This regulation is worded so that
it is impossible to comply. Furthermore, this regulation is in direct conflict of another regulation. 3 AAC

306.735 section 4 subsection B states that a “Marijuana” establishment should prevent attracting pests. Storing
plant material that has been removed from a plant is in direct conflict with Integrated Pest Management (the
most effective and ecologically sound form of pest management backed by the DEC). By storing detached plant
material for three days an environment is created for bacteria and mold to grow and multiply. It is important to
keep a facility free of damaged plant material to prevent unwanted organisms. This regulation is in direct
conflict of GAP (Good Agricultural Practices). The top priority of regulations should be to protect the
consumer,and this regulation is in direct opposition of that priority. however, the director may authorize

immediate disposal on an emergency basis; and
(2) keep a record through the inventory tracking system of the final destination of marijuana
waste made unusable; There is no option in METRC for reporting the final destination under
the report waste function. This regulation is worded so that it is impossible to comply. and
(3) immediately notify the board in writing if requesting disposal of (
A) more than 1 gram of marijuana concentrate; or
(B) more than one ounce of marijuana or marijuana product.
(d) Marijuana plant waste must be made unusable by grinding the marijuana plant waste and
mixing it with at least an equal amount of other compostable or non-compostable materials. A
marijuana establishment may use another method to make marijuana waste unusable if the
board approves the method in advance. Material that may be mixed with the marijuana waste
includes (1) compostable materials including food waste, yard waste, vegetable based grease
or oils, or other wastes approved by the board when the mixed material can be used as
compost feedstock or in another organic waste method such as an anaerobic digester with
approval of any applicable local government entity; or (2) non-compostable materials
including paper waste, cardboard waste, plastic waste, oil, or other wastes approved by the
board when the mixed material may be delivered to a permitted solid waste facility,
incinerator, or other facility with approval of any applicable local government entity.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

steve@greatnortherncannabis.com
CED AMCO REGS (CED sponsored)
Comments on Proposed Regulations - Waste Disposal and Quality Control
Saturday, September 09, 2017 7:16:16 PM

September 9, 2017

Marijuana Control Board
Peter Mlynarik, Chair
Mark Springer
Loren Jones
Brandon Emmett
Nicholas Miller
Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1600
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
RE: Proposed 3 AAC 306.460; 3 AAC 306.557; 3 AAC 306.660; 3 AAC 306.740; 3 AAC 306.715 –
Waste Disposal, Quality Control

Dear Sirs:
Great Northern Cannabis, Incorporated (GNC) is an Alaska corporation with approximately 40
full- and part-time employees, and 25 Alaskan shareholders from a wide variety of
backgrounds. We currently own and operate a cultivation facility and a retail store. We thank
you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed regulations for waste disposal and
quality control.
GNC supports the proposed regulations regarding quality control.  While we concur that form
retention described in 3 AAC 306.460 (d) (5) & (6) appropriately mirrors record retention
requirements in 3 AAC 306.755, we think it affords the board an opportunity to revisit those
requirements. Specifically, we think it appropriate to reduce on-premises retention from six
to three months and archived retention from three to two years. We further think record
retention should be revisited on a regular basis with an eye toward migrating all record
retention to the inventory tracking system.
In general, GNC is also supportive of the regulatory changes related to waste disposal with the
following caveats:
1. Because the inventory tracking system (METRC) is updated in real-time we do not
support the added written notifications in 3 AAC 306.660 (a) (3) and 3 AAC 306.740 (c)
(3). If such notification for the director and/or board is deemed to be in the public

interest then the inventory tracking system should be configured to provide such
notification. Indeed, electronic notification would be more efficient in that a written
notification submitted on a Friday evening may be received timely but not noted by
staff until the following Monday.
2. We would respectfully request that 3 AAC 306.715 be modified to include local police
departments as a proxy for AMCO. Depending on the nature of an incident and the
level of required response it is easy to envision circumstances when law enforcement
might be notified but an additional notification to AMCO might slip through the cracks
for more than 24 hours. Given the potential level of disruption to business operations
adding a possible AMCO enforcement action seems excessive.
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on these proposed changes. We would be
happy to answer questions and participate in any rule-drafting discussions.

Best regards,
Steve Brashear
Chairman & CEO
Great Northern Cannabis, Inc.

Marijuana Control Board,

Marijuana Control Board proposed regulations-- changes to disposal of marijuana waste, quality
control marijuana, and reporting unauthorized access to a licensed marijuana facility.
Quality Control:
I am in support of adding the quality control regulations to 3 AAC 306 and would like to see the
Marijuana Retail Licenses given the same ability. I think that a quality control program is
necessary for success from a business stand point. For any business to maintain high standards in
the products that it provides there is a need to have some way to know their products are actually
quality.
I think that the one ounce limit per month is sufficient to allow for quality control and to prevent
diversion since it will be such small amount and tracked. Without any diversion, I can’t see how
this could affect the public’s health or safety.
Failed materials; retests:
I support the changes made to the failed materials section. I think the changes up to clear up what
happens if a test fails.
Waste Disposal:
In this section it is being added that we must keep record through the inventory system of the
final destination of waste. I am unsure as to where in the tracking system there is a spot to record
the final destination. Can it be added that once marijuana is mixed and rendered unusable it is no
longer considered marijuana? A new applicant might not know this is the view of the board.
In a previous meeting the board voted not to include the roots as “marijuana.” Would it be
possible to see that added in this so that a new licensee will know that the roots don’t need a 3
day quarantine?
Chris Farris

Marijuana Control Board,

Marijuana Control Board proposed regulations-- changes to disposal of marijuana waste, quality
control marijuana, and reporting unauthorized access to a licensed marijuana facility.
Quality Control:
I am in support of adding the quality control regulations to 3 AAC 306 and would like to see the
Marijuana Retail Licenses given the same ability. I think that a quality control program is
necessary for success from a business stand point. For any business to maintain high standards in
the products that it provides there is a need to have some way to know their products are actually
quality.
I think that the one ounce limit per month is sufficient to allow for quality control and to prevent
diversion since it will be such small amount and tracked. Without any diversion, I can’t see how
this could affect the public’s health or safety.
Failed materials; retests:
I support the changes made to the failed materials section. I think the changes up to clear up what
happens if a test fails.
Waste Disposal:
In this section it is being added that we must keep record through the inventory system of the
final destination of waste. I am unsure as to where in the tracking system there is a spot to record
the final destination. Can it be added that once marijuana is mixed and rendered unusable it is no
longer considered marijuana? A new applicant might not know this is the view of the board.
In a previous meeting the board voted not to include the roots as “marijuana.” Would it be
possible to see that added in this so that a new licensee will know that the roots don’t need a 3
day quarantine?
Caleb Saunders

