Department of Commerce, Community,
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mark Springer, Chair, and
Members of the Board

DATE:

June 13, 2018

FROM:

Erika McConnell, Director
Marijuana Control Board

RE:

AK Slow Burn Cannabis Outlet,
#11731, Retail Store

In an attempt to clean up the hundreds of applications that were started in 2016 and remained in
“new” or “initiated” status with no action for many months, AMCO sent an email to over 200
applicants, invoking 3 AAC 306.025(f), which states:
(f) When the director informs an applicant that its application is incomplete as provided in
(e) of this section, the applicant must complete the application not later than 90 days after
the date of the director's notice. If an applicant fails to complete its application during the
90-day period after the director's notice, the applicant must file a new application and pay a
new application fee to obtain a marijuana establishment license.
The email:

Only a few applicants were able to submit all application documents by January 10, 2018. The status
of the remainder was changed to ‘failed to complete,” generally in February of 2018.
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There were several applicants who had worked on their applications, submitting various forms and
payment after receiving the October 2017 email, but not completing the requirements by January 10,
2018, so their applications were changed to “failed to complete.” In March, I was contacted by Jana
Weltzin, representing several of the applicants, who pointed out that 3 AAC 306.025(e) states:
(e) If an application for a marijuana establishment license is incomplete, the director shall
notify the applicant by electronic mail at the address provided by the applicant and shall
either
(1) return an incomplete application in its entirety; or
(2) request the applicant to provide additional identified items needed to complete
the application.
Ms. Weltzin argued that I had not either returned any incomplete applications or informed the
applicants of what additional items were needed to complete the application.
As I had not returned any incomplete applications or identified the specific missing items, and in
order to be most fair to those applicants who had been working on their application but had not met
the January 10 deadline, I rescinded my determination for several applicants, and sent them new
individual emails identifying which application forms they were missing and providing them a new
90 day period in which to provide the missing items.
In early May, I received an email from Ms. Weltzin regarding AK Slow Burn Cannabis Outlet,
#11731, requesting that this application, which had been put into “failed to complete status,” also be
“revived.”
This application was initiated online in December of 2016. Since then, not a single application form
has been submitted.
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The applicant did not respond to the October 2017 email indicating he wished to continue with the
application and did not contact AMCO for almost three months after the status of the application
was changed to “failed to complete.” The applicant wishes to continue this application due to
changes made by the Municipality of Anchorage in how it measures the separation distance from
protected land uses.
In my opinion, for applications where ALL required items are missing and NO actual application
documents have been submitted, the October 2017 email is sufficient to meet the requirements of 3
AAC 306.025(e) and (f). As there was no application, there was nothing I could return under (e)(1). I
denied the request to reinstate this application and the licensee is appealing to the board under 3
AAC 306.845(a).

