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Alaska Marijuana Control Board 


Form MJ-14: Licensed Premises Diagram Change 


Section I - Approvals 
Local Government Review Is required to be completed before submission to the Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office. 


Local Government R1vlew (to be completed by an appropriate local sovernment official): 


The proposed changes shown on this form conform to all local restrictions and laws. 


A local bu lid Ins permit is required for the proposed changes. 


Building Permit# 
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Printed name of local 1avernment official riife 


Section 8 - AMCO Review 


AMCO Review: 


Signature of AMCO Enforcement Supervisor 


Printed name of AMCO Enforcement Supervisor 


AMCO Comments: 


[Form MJ-14) (rev 4/25/2019) 


Slsnatura of Director 


Printed name of Director 


Yes No Pending 
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Approved Disapproved 
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Department of Commerce, Community, 
and Economic Development 
ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 


550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 


Main: 907.269.0350 
 


MEMORANDUM 


TO: Chair and Members of the Board DATE: March 25th, 2022 


FROM:  Olivia Frank, Licensing 
Examiner 


RE: The Good Titrations #20827 


 


Good Titrations, a Retail Marijuana Store in the Fairbanks North Star Borough, City of Fairbanks, is 
requesting approval of amendment(s) to its floor plan. Attached is MJ-14 Licensed Premises 
Diagram Change application and the current approved premises diagram.  
 


 








Department of Commerce, 
Community, and Economic 


Development 
 


Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
 


550 W. 7th Ave Suite 1600 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 


Main: 907.269-0350 
Commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco 


 


MEMORANDUM 


 TO:    Glen Klinkhart, Director  
 FROM:   Michael Chiesa, Special Investigator I 
 
 CC:          James Hoelscher, Enforcement Supervisor 
 
 DATE:   04/05/2022 
 
 RE:        Good Titrations # 20827- Onsite Consumption Premises and Operating Plan Change  
  


SUMMARY:  
 
The purpose of this memorandum is to bring your attention to the history and concerns about 
the proposed premises and operating plan changes requested by the licensee. 
 
NARRATIVE: 
 
In August 2021, AMCO Enforcement received an anonymous complaint of minors being 
allowed at a restaurant operating on the licensed marijuana premises of Good Titrations 
marijuana retail store with onsite consumption endorsement. 
 
On 08/26/2021 I followed up on the complaint of minors being allowed on the Good Titrations 
licensed premises by responding to the premises to investigate.  I discovered the area on the 
current approved premise diagram marked as “Onsite Consumption Monitoring Area #2” and 
“ID Check to Proposed Onsite Area” was being used by another business called The 
Cheesehead Joint.  The Cheesehead Joint was operating a to-go food service with their 
service counter being where the second onsite consumption monitoring area #2 should be 
according to the approved diagram.  
 
I noted customers, regardless of age, may pre-order food online or on the phone or walk onto 
the premises to order the food in person at the counter on the licensed premises. There were 
no signs or any controls whatsoever to prevent anyone of any age from entering what is 
designated as part of the licensed marijuana premises.  The employees of Cheesehead Joint 
were all over 21 but most of the ones I spoke to did not have marijuana handler permits.  
 







 


When I first walked onto the licensed premises through the arctic entry no one challenged me 
or checked my identification.  There was not a Good Titrations employee stationed at this 
entryway and the Cheesehead Joint employees were not checking identification of customers.   
 
I recall when I conducted the initial inspection in April 2021, there was not a restaurant/food 
service counter located at the area marked as a second ID check station on the approved 
premises diagram and no restaurant or food service counter was indicated on the diagram. 
 
The Cheesehead Joint Staff informed me they deliver food orders into the onsite consumption 
area.  They stated they only use employees who have marijuana handler permits to perform 
the deliveries.  They said they access the onsite consumption area from the door adjacent to 
the food service counter that is accessible from the lobby area where members of the public of 
all ages wait to pick up or order their food.  They stated they are allowed access to the onsite 
consumption area. 
 
The only sign on the door going from the Cheesehead Joint customer lobby area to the onsite 
consumption area reads “EMPLOYEES ONLY.”  There was a basic door knob with lock, no 
card lock/card swipe mechanism or deadbolt was installed on this door.   
 
I spoke with one of the licensees on the phone, Shawn Tacke, after contacting the on-duty 
Good Titrations managers. Tacke told me he had been treating the area The Cheesehead 
Joint was occupying as not part of the licensed premises and not allowing marijuana in that 
area.  I advised him until an MJ-14 is submitted and approved making an area no longer part 
of the licensed premises, it needs to be controlled as such.  I instructed him to submit an MJ-
14 and get approval before reducing the area of the licensed premises.  This is a key point 
which is briefed and the licensee must acknowledge on an initial inspection of any marijuana 
license. Language on a marijuana premises inspection sheet regarding a licensed premises 
alteration includes the following statement: “A licensee seeking to change or modify the 
licensed premises must submit a complete copy of Form MJ-14: Licensed Premises Change, 
along with the $250 fee, and receive the director’s written approval before altering the 
functional floor plan or reducing or expanding the area of the licensed premises. 3 AAC 
306.705.” 
 
I later checked marijuana licensing files and discovered the MJ-28b- Onsite Consumption 
Endorsement Operating plan stated “There are two points of entry (shown on diagram) both 
points of entry shall have staff monitoring the door and shall ensure a person’s ID is valid and 
the person is over the age of 21 before allowing entry into the consumption area.” 
 
Additionally, the original MJ-28b and the submitted MJ-15 proposing a change state “Good 
Titrations consumption area will be isolated from the other areas of the retail marijuana store 
in the following ways: 1. The consumption area is in a designated area on the opposite side of 
the facility and 2. The consumption area is manned by a Good Titrations' staff member and 
further secured by a secured door that is clearly labeled "Onsite Consumption Area". 
As described above the door leading from The Cheesehead Joint space to the onsite 
consumption area was not labeled described in the operating plan. 
 
Further investigation revealed The Cheesehead Joint is storing food in the area marked as 
manufacturing license, # 20832, premises.  The manufacturing license is in delegated status 
currently and not active, however there is another door leading from the delegated 







 


manufacturing licensed premises to the onsite consumption area. The licensee is keeping 
supplies for the onsite consumption café in the delegated manufacturing area.  The supplies 
appeared to be for making coffee drinks such as Torani syrups, not marijuana. There is a 
restricted access area door which is kept unlocked during business hours for designated 
Cheesehead Joint employees with MHP’s to walk to the cooler and bring food to and from The 
Cheesehead Joint and the cooler on the manufacturing premises.     
 
As my investigation continued I found an article from the Fairbanks Daily New Miner 
newspaper about The Cheesehead Joint including a photo of children on the licensed 
premises. As seen in the attached photo from the article, the brown metal door behind the 
young children goes directly into the onsite consumption area from the area The Cheesehead 
Joint sells food products from.  I was told the door is kept locked but when it is open, people 
standing at the Cheeshead Joint counter would be exposed to all sights and smells from the 
onsite consumption area. 
 
I checked with the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and discovered Good 
Titrations and The Cheesehead Joint had a Commissary Letter of Agreement on file, signed by 
Tacke, dated 06/09/2021.  In the comments section of the agreement it stated “All employees 
of The Cheesehead Joint are agents of Good Titrations and have MHP’s.  The services 
provided at the commissary listed on the agreement are “mop sink.” 
 
The DEC paperwork shows The Cheesehead Joint was owned by Wildcard Investments, LLC 
and the two owners/corporate officers listed are Benjamin Long and Stephen Barnhart.  A 
check of the marijuana licensing database revealed Long had a valid marijuana handler permit 
(MHP), expiring 01/06/2024.  Barnhart however only initiated his application for a MHP on 
05/03/2021 but did not complete the process to obtain a MHP and as of the writing of this 
memo still had not obtained a MHP 
 
Before I left the premises on 08/26/2021 I asked the on-duty Good Titrations manager to post 
the required sign on the door leading into The Cheesehead Joint stating no one under 21 
allowed.  Additionally, I made The Cheesehead Joint staff aware no one under 21 may be 
allowed at their food counter until such time that area is no longer part of the licensed premises 
and encouraged them to only allow curbside pickup of food until any changes to the licensed 
premises are approved. 
 
I submitted a records request to Tacke on 09/17/2021 requesting security camera footage from 
the areas in question being used by The Cheesehead Joint from 10:00 a.m. to midnight for 30 
days before the date I submitted the records request.  I did not receive a response to my 
request from Tacke until 10/20/2021. On 10/21/2021 Tacke informed me the requested video 
was available.  On 11/17/2021 Investigator Moses picked up the requested video from Tacke.  
On 11/29/2021 I met Investigator Moses in Anchorage where I received the Good Titrations 
video from him. 
 
I began my review of the 480GB of video footage in December 2021.  Although the review of 
all footage is not complete I found several occurrences of children in the area being used by 
The Cheesehead Joint, including some standing right in front of the door leading to the onsite 
consumption area, including one instance where a child was attempting to manipulate the door 
knob of the door leading into the onsite consumption area.  I saw at least one incidence of who 
appeared to be a Cheesehead Joint employee entering the onsite consumption area from The 







 


Cheesehead Joint customer counter area by simply opening the door, as the door appeared to 
be unlocked. 
 
Review of the video footage and investigation of possible violations is currently ongoing. 
 
Supporting documents and photos are attached for reference. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
The presence of an all-ages food counter immediately outside of a door leading directly into an 
onsite consumption area is concerning as it may lead to unintentional exposure of minors to 
the onsite consumption area as well as potentially exposing minors and other unsuspecting 
food customers to marijuana smoke which may have other undesired consequences.  
 
The Marijuana Control Board should have full knowledge of the actual use of the space 
immediately outside a door leading directly into an onsite consumption area and potential 
overlap of a non-marijuana businesses into planned restricted access areas of a marijuana 
product manufacturing facility in delegate status 







PHOTOS SHOWING MINORS (CHILDREN) ON LICENSED PREMISES 


 







 


 


 


 


 







 


 


 


 







PHOTOS TAKE BY INVESTIGATOR CHIESA ON 08/26/2021 AT GOOD TITRATIONS / CHEESEHEAD JOINT 


 


    


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


EXTERIOR PICS OF ARCTIC ENTRY LEADING TO 


CHEESEHEAD JOINT & ONSITE CONSUMPTION DOORWAY 


 


 


 







 


 


 


 


INTERIOR DOORWAY OF ARCTIC ENTRY 


 







CHEESEHEAD JOINT COUNTER AND MENU 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







DOOR LEADING INTO ONSITE CONSUMPTION AREA FROM THE CHEESEHEAD JOINT COUNTER AREA 
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1770 Donald Ave, Suite B 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 


(907) 474 – GOOD (4663)


CONSUMER GUIDE FOR CONSUMPTION ONSITE 
Good Titrations recommends starting out with a low dose when it comes to edibles. 


1. Low dose means between 5 to 10 mg of THC


2. Be patient and wait Two Hours before attempting to consume anymore edibles as, it may take a


while to feel the effects.


3. Don’t Drive! Eating THC will impair your driving.


4. Don’t Mix With Alcohol. Combining Edibles and Alcohol is NOT recommended.


5. Keep Away From Children. Please lock up your cannabis products.


Marijuana is legal in Alaska. Here are some things you need to know: 
If you are under 21, it is illegal to use or possess marijuana.  
Who is allowed to use marijuana?  Anyone age 21 and older can legally possess or consume 
marijuana. It is illegal to give marijuana to anyone under the age of 21, unless they have a valid 
medical marijuana card. However, even if someone is under 21 and has a valid medical 
marijuana card, Good Titrations is prohibited from selling to any person under 21. 
Marijuana can affect people differently. 
Know your limits.  Marijuana affects everyone differently based on things like on body type and 
experience with the product. 
Higher than you might think. 
Careful. It can sneak up on you.  These aren’t your grandma’s brownies – THC levels can be 
much, much higher in today’s marijuana products. And the effects of marijuana can be 
significantly delayed, particularly with edibles. 
You Can’t drive impaired, Driving high is a DUI. 
Don’t consume and drive.  Driving while impaired is illegal. It doesn’t matter what substance 
you are using. If you are not sure whether you are impaired, do not drive. 
Do not use if you are pregnant or breastfeeding. 
Marijuana poses a potential risk to the baby.  Steer clear if you are pregnant or nursing. 
Marijuana may be harmful to developing brains. Smoking marijuana or consuming edible 
cannabis products can expose your baby to potentially harmful substances. 
Stash it Safely away from kids and pets. 
Lock it up.  If you have young children or teenagers at home, store your marijuana in a child-
resistant container and make it inaccessible to them.  If children accidentally eat or drink 
marijuana, it can make them very sick. If you suspect your child has consumed marijuana call 
the poison control hotline at 1-800-222-1222. If someone has a severe reaction after consuming 
marijuana, call 911 or go to an emergency room right away. 
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Cheeses take a variety of forms at
Cheesehead Joint
Alena Naiden, anaiden@newsminer.com
Jun 30, 2021


If you want something cheesy, crunchy or sweet coming out from cannabis shop Good Titrations, the Cheesehead
Joint is right around the corner.


The idea for the new business was born out of the love for cheese the owners Ben Long and Stephen Barnhart
have. Barnhart said that to create the menu, the two of them bought $1,000 worth of cheese and messed around
with it.


Now, the new place has been open for about two weeks at 506 Merhar Ave. Fairbanks and offers a few delicious
options.


The owners Ben Long and Stephen Barnhart at the Cheesehead Joint on Monday, June 28, 2021, in Fairbanks, Ala
Alena Naiden/News-Miner







8/23/2021 Cheeses take a variety of forms at Cheesehead Joint | Food | newsminer.com


https://www.newsminer.com/features/food/cheeses-take-a-variety-of-forms-at-cheesehead-joint/article_097f7118-d95e-11eb-bd7a-bbadd626cb92.html 2/2


“We focus on four things in the Cheesehead Joint: mouth melters which are grilled cheeses, tater tots, mac ‘n’
cheese and cereal shakes,” Long explained. “We’re just mastering those four things until we’re ready to build it up
a little bit.”


One of the customer favorites is Miss Piggy Mac — creamy and melty mac ‘n’ cheese with pulled pork, green
peppers and scallions on top. The spicy and salty meat is balanced by all the cheese, and the smooth mac texture
goes perfectly with pulled pork.


Another popular item on the menu is Big Poppa, a grilled cheese sandwich with white cheddar on Sourdough
bread. Jalapeno cheese poppers on the sandwich come as a surprisingly good addition.


All Cheesehead Joint creations come with tater tots.


“Everyone has french fries,” Barnhart said. “We decided that tater tots are just a better way to go.”


For a drink or dessert, customers can choose a cereal shake with their favorite type of cereal — and fun colors
and textures. As a result, a comforting breakfast comes with ice-cream-based shake and a party-like presentation.


The location is also designed with bright psychedelic graffiti created by local artist Jose Gonzales. Down the road,
the owners plan to put up a sign to advertise the place more.


“Right now we are speakeasy-ing it, just trying to make sure that (a) food comes out perfect and (b) everybody’s
happy,” Long said.


The menu stays the work in progress and if something doesn’t sell, the owners will replace it with another option.
But so far, it’s been a success.


“We’re staying steady,” Long said. “People like it, and that’s just the point.”


Contact staff writer Alena Naiden at 459-7587. Follow her at twitter.com/FDNMlocal.



http://twitter.com/FDNMlocal



		Memo

		photos showing minors

		phots by Inv chiesa

		20827 MJ-02 Premises Diagrm

		20827 MJ-28b. OCE Operating Plan Supplemental

		The Cheesehead Joint Application - DEC

		The Cheesehead Joint Commissary Letter-DEC

		The Cheesehead Joint Plan Review Application -DEC

		Cheesehead Joint Article- June 30-Daily News Miner







