
For the best experience, open this PDF portfolio in
 
Acrobat X or Adobe Reader X, or later.
 

Get Adobe Reader Now! 

http://www.adobe.com/go/reader




 Municipality of Anchorage 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


P.O. Box 196650   Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6650   Telephone: (907) 343-4316    Fax: (907) 249-7533    www.muni.org/clerklicensing 
 


Office of the Municipal Clerk 
Licensing 


 
 
August 7, 2023 
 
 
Marijuana Control Board 
c/o Ms. Joan Wilson, Director 
Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office 
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK  99501 
 
 
RE:  Local Governing Body Action on State Marijuana License –  
  Baby Bull, LLC DBA Cannabliss, #32424 
 
 
Dear Ms. Wilson: 
 
In accordance with Anchorage Municipal Code 10.80.061A., the Municipal Clerk is protesting 
the state marijuana establishment license #32424 for a marijuana retail facility, doing business 
as Cannabliss. 
 
This applicant proposes to operate a marijuana establishment within the Municipality of 
Anchorage but does not possess all approvals needed to operate within the municipality. 
Currently, the applicant does not have an approved municipal marijuana license or an 
approved municipal special land use permit for marijuana. 
 
The Municipal Clerk will provide written notification to you when all required approvals, 
including final Assembly approval, have been obtained and this protest is lifted.  
 
 
Cordially,            
         
 
 
Mandy Honest       
Business License Official          
       
cc:   Elizabeth Appleby, Current Planning 


Baby Bull, LLC 
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		Mandy Honest












 


Department of Commerce, 
Community,  


and Economic Development 
 


Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
 


550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 


Main: 907.269.0350 


MEMORANDUM 


          TO: Chair and Members of the Board  DATE: August 16, 2023 


          FROM:  Samuel Carrell, OLE 
        
 


RE: Cannabliss #32424 


This is an application for a Retail Marijuana Store in the Municipality of Anchorage, by Baby Bull, LLC 
doing business as Cannabliss. The applicant has included a diagram and plans to use a drive-
thru/exterior window pick-up. This will require delegation.   


  
Determined Complete/Notices Sent:  8/07/2023. 
 
Public Objection Period Ends: 9/6/2023. 


 
Local Government Response/Date:  MOA- Protests 8/7/2023 – pending a municipal marijuana license 
or municipal land use permit.  
 
Fire Marshal Response/Date: Deferred 
 
DEC Response/Date:  Deferred  
 
Background check status:  Complete 
 
Objection(s) Received/Date: None as of 8/14/2023. 
 
Other Public Comments Received: None as of 8/14/2023. 
 
Staff Questions/Issues for Board:  This application includes an exterior window/drive-up operating plan and 
diagram with the newly adopted regulations in 3 AAC 306.380. However, we are asking the board to require 
the applicant to submit this request via an MJ-31 Walk-Up or Drive Through Exterior Window Pick-Up… and 
waive the fee. (MJ-31 for board approval on this agenda). 
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Alaska Marijuana Control Board 


Form MJ-03: Retail Marijuana Store Operating Plan Supplemental 


[Form MJ-03] (rev )  Page 6 of 6 
License #___________________ 


(Additional Space as Needed): 


Received by AMCO 8.4.23


Drive-thru Addendum:


This facility also proposes the inclusion and use of a drive thru or walk-up window, on the
East Side of our proposed facility, as indicated on our MJ-02 Diagrams. This proposed
drive-thru will feature a fixed security window (which will not open) and a pass-thru secure
drawer, similar to one at a bank window. Upon arrival, the driver will be required to provide
drivers licenses or Valid ID for all individuals in the car, unless the individual is in a car seat or
booster seat. If any person not seated in a booster seat or a car seat is unable or unwilling to
provide valid and acceptable photo ID, the carload will be denied sales. If a minor child is not
in a car seat or a booster seat, the entire carload will be denied sales. If a minor child is in a
car seat or a booster seat, the customer will be asked to provide the age of the child and their
relationship to the child. If the child is 7 years of age or younger and the driver or another
occupant of the vehicle (who is 21 years of age or older and has a valid ID) is the parent,
grandparent, or legal guardian of the child, or if that child is their legal ward, then the sale shall
commence. All ID cards will be physically handled and physically verified by the budtender to
ensure validity. The interior and exterior of the drive-thru will have more than sufficient video
surveillance and camera placement will focus on being able to clearly identify persons and
vehicles within or surrounding the drive-thru lane.


Through internal and external targeted marketing we hope to have majority of our drive thru
customers order in advance online or by utilizing a QR code to enable them to view and
pre-order products on their smartphones, however we will service customers wishing to make
new orders verbally at the drive through point of sale. No marijuana or marijuana product, nor
any visual depiction of same will be visible to drive through customers or the general public.
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Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
550 W 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 


Anchorage, AK 99501 
marljuana.licensfng@alaska.gov 


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco 
Phone: 907.269.03S0 


Alaska Marijuana Control Board 


Form MJ-08: Local Government Notice 


Why is this form needed? 


A local government notice is required for all marijuana establishment license applications with a proposed premises that is located 
within a local government, per 3 AAC 306.02S(b)(3). As soon as practical after initiating a marijuana establishment license 
application, an applicant must give notice of the application to the public by submitting a copy of the application to each local 
government and any community council in the area of the proposed licensed premises. For an establishment located inside the 
boundaries of city that is within a borough, both the city and the borough must be notified. 


This form must be compli!ted and submitted to AMCO's Anchorage office before any new or transfer license application will be 
considered complete. 


Section 1 - Establishment Information 


Enter information for the business see kins: to be licensed, as identified on the license application. 
Licensee: BABY BULL, LLC. I License Number: I 32424


License type: Retail Marijuana Store 
Doing Business As: CANNABLISS 
Premises Address: 149 Muldoon Rd. 
City: Anchorage I State: I Alaska I ZIP: 199504 


Section 2 - Certification 


I certify that I have met the local government notice requirement set forth under 3 AAC 306.02S(b)(3) by submitting a copy of my 
application to the following local government (LG) officlal(s) and community council (if applicable): 


L ocalGovernment(s): Municipality of Anchoroage 
DateSubmitted: 1-26-2023 


Name/Title ofLG Official 1: Ryan Yelle, Planning Name/Title ofLG Official 2: Barbara Jones CMG


Community Council: North East Community Council DateSubmitted: 1 .. 26-2023 
(Municipality of Anchorage and Matanuska-Susitna Borough only) 


You must be able to certify the statement below. Read the followlng and then sign your Initials in the box to the right: � 


I hereby certify that I am the person herein named and subscribing to this application and that I have read the complete 
� application, and I know the full content thereof. I declare that all of the information contained herein, and evidence or 


other documents submitted are true and correct. I understand that any falsification or misrepresentation of any item or 
response in this application, or any attachment, or documents to support this ai:i ication, is sufficient grounds for
denying or revoking a license/permit. I further understand that it is a Class A • emeanor under Alaska Statute 
11.56.210 to falsify an application and commit the crime of unsworn falslflc 


Vito Ungaro 


Printed name of licensee Slgnat 


[Form MJ-08] (rev 3/24/2022) Page lofl 
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Department of Commerce, Community, & Economic Development


Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office
License #32424


 Initiating License Application
 2/24/2022 2:53:30 PM


Licensee #1


Type:  Entity


Alaska Entity Number:  10111971


Alaska Entity Name:  BABY BULL, LLC.


Phone Number:  907-244-1962


Email Address:  vito@gci.net


Mailing Address:  12846 Lindsey Circle
 Anchorage, AK 99516
 UNITED STATES


Entity Official #1


Type:  Entity


Alaska Entity Number:  10111971


Alaska Entity Name:  BABY BULL, LLC.


Phone Number:  907-244-1962


Email Address:  vito@gci.net


Mailing Address:  12846 Lindsey Circle
 Anchorage, AK 99516
 UNITED STATES


Entity Official #2


Type:  Individual


Name:  Vito Ungaro


Phone Number:  907-244-1962


Email Address:  vito@gci.net


Mailing Addre  12846 Lind ey Circle
 Anchorage, AK 99516
 UNITED STATES


Affiliate #1


Type:  Individual


Name:  Vito Ungaro


Phone Number:  907-244-1962


Email Address:  vito@gci.net


Mailing Addre  12846 Lind ey Circle
 Anchorage, AK 99516
 UNITED STATES


License Number:  32424


License Status:  New


License Type:  Retail Marijuana Store


Doing Bu ine  A  CANNABLISS


Business License Number:  2091408


Designated Licensee:  Vito Ungaro


Email Address:  vito@gci.net


Local Government  Anchorage (Municipality of)


Local Government 2:  


Community Council:  Northeast


Latitude, Longitude:  61.224043, -149.732926


Phy ical Addre  149 Muldoon Rd
 Anchorage, AK 99504


 UNITED STATES












LEASE AGREEMENT 


This commercial lease agreement is entered into on 2/1/2023 between Vito's Auto 


Sales, INC., referred to below as "Lessor," and Baby Bull, LLC dba Cannabliss, referred to 
as "Lessee," who has applied for a State of Alaska Marijuana Retail Store License for the 
below described premises: 


In consideration of the rent provided for, and of the covenants and agreements 
contained in this Lease, Lessor demises and leases to Lessee the premises described as the land 
and structure, located at 149 Muldoon Rd., Anchorage, AK 99504, as illustrated on 


Attachment A to have and to hold the premises for a term of 10 years, beginning at 12:00 
noon on the 1st day of May, 2023 and ending at 12:00 noon on 5/1/2033, unless this lease is 
extended or modified between the parties. Lessee shall have the right to extend this commercial 
agreement for up to an additional 5 years in one-year increments, provided written notice of 
intent to extend is given to Lessor within ninety (90) days of the expiration of the current lease 
agreement. 


The terms and conditions of this Commercial Lease are as follows: 


1. Premises. Land and structure are located at 149 Muldoon Rd., Anchorage, 
AK 99504 and illustrated in Attachment A. 


2. Rent. Lessee agrees to pay Lessor as base rent for the premises: $5,000.00 per
month for the balance of the lease term following the grace period. 


a. Rent shall be paid on the first of the month as directed by the lessor.


b. Lessee shall pay all electricity for the building that is used each month,
garbage disposal, snow removal, and heating bills for the building as well as any and all other 
utility costs. 


c. Lessee shall pay a late fee of 5% of the base rent for payment of rent past
the fifth (5th) of the month. 


d. No security/damage deposit shall be charged.


3. Use of Premises.


a. Lessee shall use the premises for the operation of a Marijuana Retail
Facility or another licensed cannabis or non-cannabis facility that is permitted under Alaska 
state law and properly licensed by the State of Alaska and local governing body. 


b. Lessee shall also be responsible for all business costs, charges and
expenses of operating, maintaining, repairing, replacing, and insuring the premises, including 


BABY BULL, LLC dba Cannabliss - Commercial Lease Agreement - Muldoon Location 
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Anchorage Daily News - 03/26/2023


April 30, 2023 12:10 pm (GMT -8:00) Powered by TECNAVIA


The Anchorage Daily 
News collaborated 
with Alaska Public 
Media on a candidate 
comparison guide for 
the 2023 municipal 
election for Anchorage Assembly and 
school board seats. The questions were 


developed with in-
put from Anchorage 
voters. We edited 
candidates’ respons-
es lightly for things 
like punctuation 
and spelling, but 
otherwise let their 


answers stand. We think it’s important 
for voters to see the full responses in 
order to make their own judgments 
on how to cast their ballots. Feedback? 
Email editor David Hulen at dhulen@
adn.com.


Seat  B


NORTH ANCHORAGE


John  Trueblood
Less regulations for building 


and not promote homelessness 
as the current Assembly has.


Nick   Danger
End panhandling and deal 


with the violent street people.


Christopher Constant
Anchorage’s population has 


been shrinking since 2015 with 
a rapidly increasing curve. 
This follows from an ongoing 
statewide recession and loss of 
jobs in high-income industries. 
Anchorage has suffered through 
an ongoing boom and bust cycle. 
Thankfully, the landing from the 
current recession was softer 
than what happened in the 1980s. 
Our city is maturing and able to 
weather erratic economic tides 
much stronger than in the past. 
The challenges we must tackle 
include increasing available 
housing and properly funding 
and supporting our schools so 
students can learn and parents 
can work. We have to triage the 
homeless crisis. And this year 
has proven we need to do a better 
job at basic services like snow 
plowing because when the plows 
aren’t running, school gets can-
celed and parents have to stay 
home instead of working. This vi-
cious cycle needs to be disrupted 
by funding essential city services 
and promoting a healthy growth 
environment. I support AEDC’s 
“Choose Anchorage” framework.


Seat C


CHUGIAK, EAGLE RIVER, JBER


Scott  Myers
Anchorage property taxes are 


extremely high. Many of our An-
chorage workers live in the Valley 
and commute to work every day 
because they cannot afford to live 
where they work. The Mat-Su has 
become a competitive neighbor 
and if we do not become fiscally 
responsible, an affordable place 
to live, with high-quality schools 
for our kids, we will continue to 
lose our workers to neighboring 


communities.


Jim Arlington
What all families are looking 


for are good schools, safe com-
munities and enriching quality 
of life activities where they can 
raise their families. If elected, I 
will advocate for municipal ser-
vices that maintain and increase 
those standards.


Seat E


WEST ANCHORAGE


Brian  Flynn
According to the AEDC, “An-


chorage saw a fifth consecutive 
year of population loss in 2021, 
including a loss of working-age 
people as fewer move in and out-
migration continues. The city’s 
population loss has significantly 
impacted the number of resi-
dents available to work, and labor 
force availability has been the 
primary constraint on growth in 
Anchorage so far this year. Hous-
ing costs and other costs of living 
continue to rise sharply, perhaps 
limiting opportunities to entice 
new residents.”


Loss of population directly 
impacts loss of taxes, which fund 
our city’s operations, projects 
and capital budget. It is up to the 
Assembly and administration 
to demonstrate good value and 
proper oversight on those funds. 
As our population declines, it is 
important to right-size govern-
ment. New owners and residents 
are drawn to lower taxes, and 
we need to find ways to decrease 
spending and lower those taxes. 
There are tough decisions ahead 
for the Assembly, and I am drawn 
to assist in this process.


Dustin Thomas House Darden
Stop poisoning the people 


through chemicals in air, water, 
food and intravenously stop 
“smart city” operations that 
currently target selected citizens 
with DEWs.


Stop “5G” towers, have all tow-
ers taken down immediately. Stop 
internet routers on unregulated 
frequencies to be installed in peo-
ple’s homes so they are not sub-
ject to militarized technology in-
side their houses thinking it’s just 
for fast internet. Get rid of the 5G 
light poles. Stop APD, AST, FBI 
and CIA from flying drones and 
airplanes over people equipped 
with direct energy weapons 
under the cover of surveillance. 
Stop AST and APD from making 
warrantless arrests, Tasing, and 
smashing windows. Stop allowing 
state troopers and Anchorage 
policy nerds from taking people 
out of their homes and forcefully 
injecting them with unknown 
substances. Investigate all 
Alaskan state judges for involve-
ment in human trafficking. Hold 
Nuremberg-style trials for all 
involved in the bioweapon injec-
tions, directed energy weapons in 
Anchorage, Alaska.


Anna Brawley
What’s good for people is 


good for business: our economy 


cannot recover when people 
struggle with finding quality 
housing, getting to and from work 
on dangerous roads, accessing 
good schools and child care for 
their kids, and worrying about 
the future. We compete with 
cities across the country, and we 
continue to be a less attractive 
prospect, not only for keeping 
people who live here, but also at-
tracting new talent and business 
investment. That means we must 
have affordable housing, a great 
public school system and reliable 
city services. We have to invest 
in ourselves to get people excited 
about living in Anchorage, so 
they can find opportunities to 
thrive in our community.


Seat G


MIDTOWN ANCHORAGE


Travis  Szanto
The Anchorage Assembly 


needs to get back to the basics, 
rebuild some of our failing in-
frastructure, educate our youth 
for the role they will play in our 
society in the future, and keep 
our streets and neighborhoods 
safe. These are all things that I 
take very seriously and will work 
hard to fix, so that our population 
begins to grow again, rather than 
its currently shrinking trajectory.


Felix  Rivera
First and foremost, we need a 


functioning city that can meet ba-
sic needs, like plowing our roads. 
Beyond that, we need to develop 
a quality of life that allows us to 
compete with other cities in the 
Lower 48. That means a thriving 
arts and culture sector, a quality 
and well-funded public education 
system, housing options that 
meet the needs of young families 
and individuals, and a world-class 
park system. We as a city can 
make wise investments in these 
areas or advocate to the state to 
meet their obligations, like with 
public education. That’s why I 
voted to put a more robust parks 
and rec bond on the ballot. Be-
cause we know that our quality of 
life depends on the investments 
we decide to make in ourselves.


Seat H


EAST ANCHORAGE


Leigh  Sloan
Making sure that we don’t 


further increase property taxes 
(and reducing them if possible) 
would go a long way to reducing 
the cost of housing, which is one 
main reason people are not stay-
ing or coming to Anchorage. Be-
coming business friendly by re-
ducing red tape and offering tax 
breaks to local small businesses 
would encourage entrepreneurs 
to add life to our economy and 
better job opportunities. Some 
of the necessary infrastructure 
development will also help to 
attract people to the area. Effec-
tively addressing our issues with 
homelessness would be good for 
tourism, business development 
and quality of life for families. 


I believe that most business 
owners truly care about solving 
this problem and can even offer 
solutions to the problems we face 
together. We also desperately 
need to increase the quality of 
our schools to encourage fam-
ilies to choose Anchorage as a 
desired location to live and raise 
their children.


Karen  Bronga
I believe Anchorage can be a 


city that young people come to 
and those who are here choose 
to stay. That means making sure 
that Anchorage has affordable 
housing for our families, robust 
career opportunities and abun-
dant recreational opportunities. 
Affordable housing doesn’t neces-
sarily mean new buildings — we 
have many aging structures that 
need weatherization and revital-
ization. I also support the work of 
organizations such as Cook Inlet 
Housing Authority, doing work 
to provide more housing options 
for our community members. 
Anchorage has amazing outdoor 
opportunities and that is a big 
part of what keeps many of us 
here. I support investment in 
recreation infrastructure such as 
the Moose Loop, the Long Trail 
and better parking infrastructure 
for Chugach State Park.


S eat I


EAST ANCHORAGE


Spencer Moore
To keep existing residents in 


our city, I would research why 
our property taxes are so high. 
A serious concern that residents 
have shared as I have knocked 
on doors is their ever-increasing 
property taxes. Many of those 
on a fixed income cannot afford 
property tax increases, espe-
cially with inflation raging and 
the prices of goods and services 
significantly higher today than 
they were just a few years ago. To 
attract new residents, we must 
have a business-friendly environ-
ment, excellent educational op-
tions for families and reasonable 
property tax rates.


George   Martinez
I believe in the “field of 


dreams” model of growth. If we 
build a connected, safe and thriv-
ing Anchorage for the people of 
Anchorage, others will come and 
stay too! We can achieve this with 
a sustained focus on 1) intergen-
erational, multi-modal, and pub-
lic transportation infrastructure 
so everyone, including our aging 
population, retirees, limited mo-
bility individuals and visitors can 
safely enjoy the city year-round; 
2) a world-class life-long learning 
infrastructure including pre-K, 
apprentice, and adult training 
programs; 3) affordable housing 
and mixed-use developments; 
4) a pro-small business, entre-
preneurial environment; 5) local 
fiscal accountability and trans-
parency; 6) national news stories 
about our innovative solutions 
and safe streets rather than 
scandals and embarrassingly 


broken policies.


Seat K


SOUTH ANCHORAGE, 
GIRDWOOD, TURNAGAIN ARM 


Rachel Ries
Focus on tackling the under-


lying problems causing residents 
to leave, such as lack of job op-
portunities, high cost of living, 
inadequate schools, unbalanced 
taxation policies, failing infra-
structure and insufficient city 
services. Proactively address 
anticipated issues to minimize 
costs to residents over time. This 
involves maximizing public tes-
timony to hear firsthand about 
experiences and needs in the 
community. Do a full third-party 
review of tax funds related to the 
tax cap. Review current policies 
to determine their effectiveness 
and any unintended consequenc-
es that may have arisen. Priori-
tize the school budget ensures a 
focus on students and teachers 
in the classroom. For infra-
structure, implement long-term 
plans to right-size city services. 
Engage major stakeholders in 
Anchorage’s success and develop 
proactive services such as a port 
authority to maximize multiple 
port opportunities.


Zac  Johnson
We need to double down on 


the things that make us love 
Anchorage and want to live here, 
and address the challenges that 
are pushing people away. Our 
parks and trails, access to the 
backcountry, diverse and close 
knit communities are huge 
assets. But folks are leaving be-
cause they see more opportunity 
elsewhere, because housing and 
child care are unaffordable, our 
schools are facing really difficult 
decisions, and people don’t feel 
safe. We need to incentivize more 
housing development, and act 
to make child care more acces-
sible. Proposition 14 gives us an 
immediate opportunity to do so. 
We need excellent public schools, 
from K-12 through the university. 
I will use my platform on the As-
sembly to be a strong advocate 
for them. And I will work to make 
sure our first responders have 
the resources they need to rapid-
ly respond and keep our commu-
nities safe.


Mikel Insalaco
To attract new residents and 


keep existing ones, I would focus 
on creating and securing a strong 
sense of place for Anchorage. 
This includes investing in our 
public spaces, improving access 
to cultural and recreational 
amenities, and supporting local 
businesses. Additionally, we must 
prioritize public safety and work 
to reduce crime rates in our city. 
Addressing the lack of affordable 
housing is also crucial, as it is a 
significant barrier for many po-
tential residents. By taking these 
steps, we can make Anchorage a 
more attractive and welcoming 
place for both current and future 
residents.


ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY CANDIDATE Q&A


Anchorage’s population is shrinking. If elected, what would 
you do to attract new residents and keep existing ones?


School Seat C


Dave Donley
I agree with recent fed-


eral court decisions that 
parents have a fundamental 
right to determine what is 
in the best interest of their 
children as to education.


Irene Boll
Issues related to public 


education have become 
quite polarized in recent 
years. Parents have broad-
ly different views on what 
children should learn, but 
recent data show that a 
majority of parents nation-
wide are very satisfied with 
the quality of the education 
their children are receiv-
ing. Still, board policy says 
parents are a student’s first 
teacher, and we should re-
spect that statement.


School Seat D  


Andy   Holleman
Parents should have full 


access to curriculum and 
materials that will be used 
in instruction, and have 
a key role in their child’s 
schedule. But a few parents 
can’t be allowed to control 
what all other students are 


learning. For parents that 
truly don’t like a significant 
portion of what is being 
taught, ASD offers assis-
tance with homeschooling 
and distance education, so 
options are there.


Mark Anthony   Cox
The Anchorage School 


District is a governmental 
entity tasked with the ed-
ucation of students to the 
community’s standard. As 
Anchorage School Board 
members, we are elected 
by the community at large 
to set policy and standards 
that the Anchorage School 
District must adhere to or 
it will lose community sup-
port through participation 
and financially. Who elects 
us school board members? 
Parents. Those same 
civically engaged parents 
are the ultimate authority 
of their children and not 
the Anchorage School 
Board or District. I would 
encourage all parents to 
be more involved in the po-
litical process of voting for 
Anchorage School Board 
members who want to 
advocate for your right to 
your children’s education 
and well-being. Vote Mark 
Anthony Cox Anchorage 
School Board-Seat D.


ANCHORAGE SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE Q&A


How much say should 
parents have in 


what their children 
learn in school?
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At a legislative hearing 
that reviewed grim statis-
tics about the dangers fac-
ing Alaska Native women 
and girls, Indigenous activ-
ists presented recommen-
dations for better state re-
sponses.


Those dangers can be 
addressed through the 
state budget and through 
other practical actions, 
activists said Wednesday 
in testimony to the House 
Tribal Affairs Special Com-
mittee.


Before detailing their 
policy recommendations, 
members of the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Wom-
en and Girls and Two-Spirit 
Alaska Working Group pre-
sented the statistics about 
deaths and violence.


“We do this work for the 
thousands of Alaska Na-
tive women and girls and 
their family members who 
have gone missing or have 
been murdered,” said Em-
ily Edenshaw, president of 
the Alaska Native Heritage 
Center, one of the organiza-
tions that helped create the 
working group in 2018.


She is among the affect-
ed family members.


“One of our Yup’ik val-
ues is to show up as our 
true selves, to be our whole 
selves in every space along-
side our community, to live 
in truth. And my truth is 


that my mother was mur-
dered in 2020 and her kill-
er is still out there today, 
walking free. Unfortunately, 
her story and mine are not 
unique,” she said.


The working group, 
which was formed in 2018, is 
trying to fill in some incom-
plete statistics, but those 
gathered up to now are 
distressing, said Debra Dz-
ijúksuk O’Gara, an attorney, 
professor and tribal judge.


Among the statistics 
O’Gara presented: 80% 
of Alaska Native women 
will experience violence at 
some point in their lives, 
nearly 56% of Alaska’s sex-
ual assault victims are Na-
tive and Alaska Native peo-
ple are victims of homicide 
at twice the rate of the state 
average.


Members of the working 
group presented several 
recommendations, some 
concerning state budget-
ing for enhanced safety 
and some concerning new 
policies or approaches that 
might not cost much mon-
ey but could help commu-
nities and agencies better 
respond to problems.


Recommended budget 
items included funding 
for more people in state 
law-enforcement agencies 
devoted to working on the 
missing and murdered In-
digenous cases. The two 
investigators assigned to 
the Missing and Murdered 


LEGISLATURE


Budget items, policy changes recommended 
to help protect Indigenous women and girls


Indigenous People cas-
es are “doing some really 
great work, but we need to 
have a partner with them 
in the Department of Law 
specific to MMIP,” said 
Kendra Kloster, co-direc-
tor for law and policy at 
the Alaska Native Women’s 
Resource Center, another 
organization that is part of 
the working group. Cases 
being resolved by the in-
vestigators face a risk of 
being “stuck in a backlog of 
cases,” she said. Addition-
ally, the investigative team 
could use more members. 
She lauded the work of the 
two investigators. 


Also on the list of recom-
mended budget items was 


funding for some practical 
tools to be used at the local 
level — including grants for 
tribal governments, more 
support for the Village Pub-
lic Safety Officer program 
and funding to update an 
outdated 911 emergency 
calling system.


As for policy changes, 
recommendations include 
required training from In-
digenous-led organizations 
for public safety officials; 
better reviews of deaths, 
law enforcement investi-
gations and ensuing prose-
cutions; better interagency 
cooperation; and establish-
ment of an annual grant 
program to tribes that is 
noncompetitive.
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BABY BULL, LLC. is applying under 3
AAC 306.300 for a new Retail Marijuana


Store license, license #32424, doing


business as CANNABLISS, located


at 149 Muldoon Rd., Anchorage, AK,


99504, UNITED STATES. Interested


persons may object to the application


by submitting a written statement of


reasons for the objection to their local


government, the applicant, and the


Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office


(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the


director has determined the application


to be complete and has given written


notice to the local government. Once


an application is determined to be


complete, the objection deadline and


application information will be posted


on AMCO’s website at


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/


web/amco. Objections should


be sent to AMCO at


marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov


or to 550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1600,


Anchorage, AK 99501.


Sea Chefs Cruises
Worldwide GmBH


(Limited) AG
is making application for
a new Seasonal Common
Carrier (AS 04.11.180)
liquor license doing


business as Hanseatic
Nature, located in Alaskan
Waters. Interested persons
should submit written
comment to their local
governing body, the
applicant, and to the


Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board at 550 West 7th Ave.
Suite 1600 Anchorage


AK 99501 or
alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov.


AMCO RCVD 8/4/2023
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Even though 2023 is 
just over three months old, 
Alaska musicians have 
already released music im-
pressive in both its quality 
and volume. The headline 
album of the year so far 
is Medium Build’s EP 
“Health.” Songs from the 
album have garnered over 
2.5 million plays on Spotify 
for Nick Carpenter and 
company. 


But there has also been 
plenty of music released by 
other Alaska artists, from 
singles and EPs to full-
length albums and videos. 
Here’s a sampling of some 
of the releases from the 
first quarter of 2023:


Paul Jacks, ‘Amphibious’
Anchorage artist Paul 


Jacks released “Amphib-
ious” last month, a nine-
song follow-up to his 2020 al-
bum “Black Jackal.” For his 
most recent release, Jacks 
worked with L.A.-based Brit 
producer Alex Newport, 
well known for his work 
with The Mars Volta and At 
the Drive-In. The album’s 
second single, “Brand New 
Shame,” is a slow, dreamy 
delight, but there’s plenty 
more on the album with a 
more pressing pace.


Glaves, ‘Emotional’
James Glaves, the An-


chorage musician/produc-
tion and engineering guru 
who releases music under 
the name Glaves, has 
dropped three singles this 
year. With bluesy riffs and 
a smoldering vocal, “Emo-
tional” hits cruising alti-
tude on the chorus in the 
middle of the track. Check 
out his other two releases 
of 2023, “I’m So Alone” and 
“Givin My Baby Up.”


Emma Hill, ‘When Will We 
Sing Again?’


A year after releasing 
the full-length album 
“Park Songs,” Emma Hill 
has a new single in 2023 
called “When Will We Sing 
Again?” Written in Decem-
ber 2020, the song reflects 
the longing for a return to 
sharing music, even if it’s 


in a return to “a dark and 
dingy bar,” as she sings in 
the final verse.


Casey Smith Project,  
‘Red Lights and Whiskey’


Fairbanks trio Casey 
Smith Project was one of 
the state’s busiest bands 
of the last year, both from a 
perspective of playing live 
and developing its sound. 
Smith’s vocal range is on 
full display on new album 
“Red Lights and Whiskey,” 
which features slow burns 
like “Cruel” and “Never 
Gonna Let It Go” while the 
rhythm section takes the 
lead in the moody “In De-
cember.”


Chad Reynvaan, 
‘Generator’


Chad Reynvaan wears 
plenty of hats in the An-
chorage music scene. The 
Jangle Bees drummer also 
hosts top bands to record 
at his Wattage Studio. But 
with a second solo album 
in three years, Reynvaan 
continues to hone reliable 
rock songs with arresting 
hooks. “Generator” delivers 
plenty of them, but “Zoe” is 
a standout.


Valley Below, ‘Time To Let 
Go’


The Fairbanks band’s 
debut album, “Time To 
Let Go,” invites some boot 
steppin’ right off the bat 
with the opening track 
“Step Right In.” The album 
alternates between honky 
tonkers, waltzes and coun-
try prototypes. “Let’s Get 
Drunk At Home,” with hot 
fiddle and guitar picking, 


argues that the conve-
nience of the kitchen floor 
sometimes outweighs the 
dance floor.


Estate Sale, ‘Room For 
Cream’


Estate Sale has been 
releasing new music at a 
breakneck pace, starting 
with a five-song EP called 
“Room For Cream” last 
month. Then on April 1, the 
Anchorage band released 
the “Sauce” EP and has a 
third EP awaiting release 
in the near future. The first 
two EPs cover plenty of 
ground, from the forthright 
ballad “After You” to the 
funky jam “Aperitif.”


Morning Patrol, ‘islands’
The Anchorage two-


piece group released its 
first music to streaming 
late last month. Musically, 
the single “islands” offers a 
guitar-driven ebb and flow 
while thematically, the song 
illustrates an unfulfilled 
search. It opens with the 
lyrics “I can’t relate or find 
my place,” later admitting 
it’s all futile “like a fish 
chasing a line.”


Bethlehem Shalom, 
‘Chains’


Bethlehem Shalom 
released “Chains” in Jan-
uary, providing a ruinous 
pop song with a steady, 
danceable pulse to kick off 
the year. The song’s vers-
es kick off with the lyrics 
“Send another bottle / Send 
it to them bottom,” as the 
Anchorage musician/de-
signer details demons that 
cause sleepless nights.


Husse, ‘tens of them’
Released in February, 


“tens of them” features 
lush acoustics and opens 
with Husse declaring 
“When I’m older I know I’ll 
be wrong / Whether it’s real 
or not I can be strong.” The 
track comes as a follow-up 
to the single “Strawberry 
Blonde,” which was re-
leased last summer by the 
Anchorage artist and has 
garnered almost 60,000 
Spotify plays.


Saint Deon, ‘Pink’
Anchorage’s Saint Deon 


released “Pink,” a four-
song EP last month that 
he says revolves “around 
my more transparent self.” 
The album’s third song, 
“Sunrise,” is a highlight. 
It works as a split track, 
opening with pensive, 
layered vocals over a bare 
instrumental track before 
flipping into a sparse, re-
peating vocal line.


SunDog, ‘Valley of the 
Moon’


Fresh off a return trip to 
Boise’s Treefort Music Fes-
tival, the rock trio contin-
ues its string of relentless 
records with “Valley of the 
Moon.” Featuring searing 
guitar, driving vocals and 
an airtight rhythm section, 
the track continues to 
showcase the Anchorage 
band’s evolution. SunDog 
has some April shows in 
Alaska before departing for 
the Pacific Northwest for a 
May tour.


Double time
• Annie Bartholomew 


has a new album set for 
release this spring. But in 
the meantime, the Juneau 
songwriter had a tune — 
the American folk classic 
“The Blackest Crow” — 
featured on the popular 
YouTube video channel 
for Western AF, a site that 
curates independent coun-
try-western music.


• It was released in 
December 2022, but An-
chorage band Lilac’s debut 
album, “Bloom,” is packed 
with 13 songs.


• Coming off a few re-
leases late in 2022, Alaska 
hip-hop artist Tayy Taran-
tino is gearing up to drop 
new singles and is planning 
to release a new EP by the 
end of the summer.


• On Friday, hip-hop duo 
Brother Buffalo released 
its video for “Still Cold 
Out.” Brothers Garrett and 
Jake Swenson of Brother 
Buffalo appear at a number 
of Alaska locales, from the 
stage to the ski slopes.


• Anchorage band Wiley 
Post recorded with James 
Glaves over the winter and 
is set to release a single 
“Devil’s Club” later this 
month.


If you know an Alaska band or artist 
that has released new music in 2023, 
send the details to cbieri@adn.com.


Album covers of music released by Alaska artists so far in 2023.
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ENTERTAINMENT


New Alaska music in 2023 from Emma Hill, Casey Smith Project, 
Paul Jacks, Saint Deon and much more


federal judge reached the 
opposite conclusion Friday 
evening, determining that 
mifepristone is safe and ef-
fective and should remain 
available in 17 states and 
D.C.


That has left abortion 
providers like Grant’s net-
work scrambling on mul-
tiple fronts: To assure pa-
tients and staff that nothing 
is changing for at least the 
next seven days and to at-
tempt to determine what 
the conflicting rulings may 
mean for the future.


“We felt prepared to re-
ceive a ruling that was dif-
ficult and potentially chal-
lenging to understand,” 
Grant, the chief operations 
officer of Carafem, a group 
of abortion clinics and tele-
health services, said. “Right 
now, [staff] were relieved 
to hear that they can go to 
work tomorrow and pro-
vide care just as they have 
the rest of this week, just as 
they will do the rest of next 
week.”


But what abortion ser-
vices look like beyond next 
week could vary from clin-
ic to clinic if Kacsmaryk’s 
ruling isn’t put on pause 
pending the outcome of the 
case, as Attorney General 
Merrick Garland will ask 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the 5th Circuit to do. Some 
clinics are vowing to contin-
ue prescribing mifepristone 
even if Kacsmaryk’s ruling 
remains in place, saying 
they won’t stop until the 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion directs them to. Mean-
while, others said they may 
switch to a different medi-
cation abortion protocol or 
focus instead on surgical 
abortions.


“The bottom line is that 
Judge Kacsmaryk does not 
give our physicians orders,” 
said Tammi Kromenaker, 
the director of Red River 
Women’s Clinic in Minneso-
ta, where physicians do not 
expect to change protocols 
until getting FDA guidance.


The potentially compli-
cated landscape comes just 
over nine months after the 
Supreme Court overturned 


the constitutional right to 
an abortion, fundamentally 
shifting where abortions are 
legal in the United States. 
Even before the June deci-
sion, medication abortion 
accounted for more than 
50% of legal abortions in the 
country.


In a standard two-step 
medication abortion, a pa-
tient first takes one mifepri-
stone pill, which terminates 
the pregnancy. About 24 
hours later, the patient typi-
cally takes a four-pill dose of 
misoprostol —  a drug intro-
duced in 1973 to treat stom-
ach ulcers —  to soften the 
cervix and prompt contrac-
tions that expel the embryo 
or fetus.


“The big picture, FDA’s 
in a huge mess,” said Greer 
Donley, an associate profes-
sor of law at the University 
of Pittsburgh School of Law. 
“At this point, the FDA is go-
ing to have to try to figure 
out what to do with these 
two different orders.”


For months, some abor-
tion providers have been 
bracing —  and preparing 
—  to potentially adjust 
the standard protocol for 
medication abortion. That 
includes switching to a 
misoprostol-only regimen 
if Kacsmaryk’s ruling takes 
effect. The method is used 
widely around the world to 
perform medication abor-
tions and is considered 
slightly less effective than 
the two-step regimen and 
can cause more cramping 
and bleeding.


Since 2020, Carafem has 
been offering misopros-
tol-only as one option for 
ending pregnancies and 
has recently had providers 
across the nation reach out 
to ask questions about the 
process and experience 
for patients. The network 
of clinics will be seeking an 
opinion from its attorneys 
on what to do after the next 
seven days. The National 
Abortion Federation’s clini-
cal guidelines include a line 
allowing for other regimens 
to be used if mifepristone 
isn’t legally available, such 
as prescribing only the drug 
misoprostol, and is planning 
to host a call this week for 
its 450 members to discuss 
the ruling and its implica-
tions.


“We know rulings like 
this can be jarring and up-
setting even if we expect 
them,” said Melissa Fowler, 
NAF’s chief program offi-
cer. “But it’s not something 
that will deter us or our 
members.”


For  some c l in ics , 
Kacsmaryk’s ruling could 
mean stopping prescribing 
medication abortion alto-
gether and instead relying 
on surgical abortions for the 
time being.


Choices, an abortion 
clinic in southern Illinois, 
will immediately switch 
to providing only surgical 
abortions if the Texas ruling 
stands, said chief executive 
Jennifer Pepper. While she 
is hoping to offer misopros-
tol-only abortions to pa-
tients eventually, she said, 
that new protocol will take 
months to implement.


“The miso-only protocol 
is new to us,” Pepper said. 
“We want to make sure ev-
eryone feels they can best 
support patients to do that.”


Because misoprostol 
can cause more bleeding 
and cramping, Pepper said, 
“patients may need addi-
tional support to know those 
symptoms are normal so 
they don’t seek emergency 
care unnecessarily, espe-
cially in a hostile state.”


She said she fears pa-
tients could be criminal-
ized if they present at an 
emergency room in a state 
where abortion is outlawed 
or highly restricted after 
undergoing a medication 
abortion. Choices plans 
to increase staffing after 
hours, so patients can call 
the clinic with questions 
while they are experiencing 
a misoprostol-only abortion 
at home.


The quick assurances 
that some form of abortion 
will continue if the ruling 
goes into effect came as an-
tiabortion groups cheered 
the opinion. Kacsmaryk 
—  a devout Christian 
with a history of antiabor-
tion views —  released his 
67-page opinion on Good 
Friday and sided with con-
servative groups seeking to 
reverse the FDA’s approval 
of mifepristone as safe and 
effective. Kacsmaryk wrote 
that “FDA acquiesced on its 
legitimate safety concerns” 


and had faced “significant 
political pressure” to in-
crease “‘access’ to chemical 
abortion.”


“The ruling reaffirms 
that pregnancy is not an 
illness and abortion is not 
health care,” Katie Glenn, 
the state policy director at 
Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life 
America, a prominent an-
tiabortion group, said in a 
statement.


But in a twist, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Thomas Rice 
in Spokane ruled on Friday 
night to order the FDA to 
preserve the “status quo” 
and retain access to the 
medication in the 17 states, 
along with D.C., that are 
behind a separate lawsuit 
arguing the FDA had im-
posed too many restrictions 
on mifepristone. Major 
medical providers —  such 
as the American Medical 
Association and the Ameri-
can College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists —  say 
there is “robust evidence” 
gathered over two decades 
showing the drug is safe 
and effective.


Friday’s dueling deci-
sions set off a tangle of legal 
questions, and put the FDA 
into an unprecedented legal 
bind, legal scholars said. 
And it appears inevitable 
that the issue will move to 
the conservative Supreme 
Court, and the contradicto-
ry opinions could expedite 
the process.


In a statement Friday 
evening, the agency said it 
“stands behind its determi-
nation that mifepristone is 


safe and effective under its 
approved conditions of use 
for medical termination of 
early pregnancy, and be-
lieves patients should have 
access to FDA-approved 
medications that FDA has 
determined to be safe and 
effective for their intended 
uses.”


The rulings left activists 
scratching their heads and 
abortion providers turning 
to their legal teams. Groups 
like the American Civil Lib-
erties Union are gearing 
up to work with abortion 
clinics “to make sure peo-
ple understand as much 
as they possibly can in this 
unprecedented situation,” 
said Lorie Chaiten, a senior 
staff attorney at ACLU.


“Given how unprece-
dented these conflicting 
rulings are, I really don’t 
know what we’re doing 
in the moment because I 
have no idea actually what 
kind of landscape we’re 
dealing with,” said Kirsten 
Moore, director of Expand-
ing Medication Abortion 
Access Project. If only 
Kacsmaryk’s ruling had 
come down and the drug 
was pulled from the market, 
Moore’s advocacy group 
was planning to quickly de-
termine how mifepristone 
could get re-approved as 
soon as possible and what 
data needed to be generat-
ed to do so.


Amy Hagstrom Mill-
er, chief executive at the 
abortion clinic network 
Whole Woman’s Health, 
has stated for weeks that 


if Kacsmaryk did attempt 
to revoke FDA approval of 
mifepristone, her clinics 
would continue to prescribe 
the drug until they receive 
a directive from the agency 
telling them to change their 
protocols.


“This is an FDA under 
Becerra, under Biden,” 
said Hagstrom Miller in an 
interview Friday night, re-
ferring to the Health and 
Human Services Secre-
tary Xavier Becerra and 
the president, both part of 
a Democratic administra-
tion.


On Friday evening, Sar-
ah Wallett was driving to 
a family Easter gathering 
when a colleague texted 
that the Texas ruling was 
out. The chief medical op-
erating officer of Planned 
Parenthood of Michigan 
had spent her day doing 
what she normally does: 
Providing both medica-
tion and surgical abortion. 
She’ll be back at work next 
week providing abortions 
the same way, at least for 
now. Michigan is one of the 
17 states the Washington 
judge ruled should main-
tain access to the pill.


“We’ll continue to see 
how this case plays out,” 
Wallett said. “But the thing 
I know for sure is I’m going 
to show up again on Mon-
day for my patients and 
keep providing care, no 
matter what.”
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Sea Chefs Cruises
Worldwide GmBH


(Limited) AG
is making application for
a new Seasonal Common
Carrier (AS 04.11.180)
liquor license doing


business as Hanseatic
Nature, located in Alaskan
Waters. Interested persons
should submit written
comment to their local
governing body, the
applicant, and to the


Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board at 550 West 7th Ave.
Suite 1600 Anchorage


AK 99501 or
alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov.


BABY BULL, LLC. is applying under 3
AAC 306.300 for a new Retail Marijuana


Store license, license #32424, doing


business as CANNABLISS, located


at 149 Muldoon Rd., Anchorage, AK,


99504, UNITED STATES. Interested


persons may object to the application


by submitting a written statement of


reasons for the objection to their local


government, the applicant, and the


Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office


(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the


director has determined the application


to be complete and has given written


notice to the local government. Once


an application is determined to be


complete, the objection deadline and


application information will be posted


on AMCO’s website at


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/


web/amco. Objections should


be sent to AMCO at


marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov


or to 550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1600,


Anchorage, AK 99501.


JMP, LLC, doing business as MoMo’s
Bakery, located at 2917 Spenard Road,
Ste. 102, Anchorage, AK 99503 is applying
under 3 AAC 306.045 for transfer of
a Marijuana Product Manufacturing
Facility (3 AAC 306.500(a)(1)), license
#10903 to Legacy Adventures, LLC,
doing business as MoMo’s Bakery.


Interested persons may object to the
application by submitting a written
statement of reasons for the objection to
their local government, the applicant, and
the Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office
(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the
director has determined the application to
be complete and has givenwritten notice to
the local government. Once an application
is determined to be complete, the objection
deadline and a copy of the application will
be posted on AMCO’s website at https://
www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco.
Objections should be sent to AMCO at
marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov or to 550
W7thAve,Suite1600,Anchorage,AK99501.
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The Anchorage Daily 
News collaborated 
with Alaska Public 
Media on a candidate 
comparison guide for 
the 2023 municipal 
election for Anchorage Assembly and 
school board seats. The questions were 
developed with input from Anchorage 
voters. We edited candidates’ responses 
lightly for things like punctuation 
and spelling, but otherwise let their 
answers stand. We think it’s important 
for voters to see the full responses in 
order to make their own judgments 
on how to cast their ballots. Feedback? 
Email editor David Hulen at dhulen@
adn.com.


Seat  B


NORTH ANCHORAGE


John  Trueblood
Was born here, it’s my home.


Nick   Danger
Love this city.


Christopher Constant
I live in Anchorage because 


the fi rst time I set foot here, I 
knew I was home. I fi rst lived in 
Eagle River and then East An-
chorage, but quickly found my 
way to South Addition, Fairview, 
and Government Hill. I can’t 
imagine calling another place 
home. The northern lights show 
we experienced in late February 
demonstrated a quality in our 
community that makes living 
here a foregone conclusion to me. 
Despite the political differences 
and the intense disagreements 
that characterize our civic debate 
these days, when that astounding 
aurora showed up, across every 
part of this municipality, street 
corner to street corner, people 
came outside to celebrate the 
beauty of our shared home joy-
fully and vigorously. There were 
no partisan divides, but rather 
unity. It is sometimes said, when 
your car breaks down in winter in 
Alaska, nobody stops to ask if you 
are a Democrat or a Republican. 
They just help you out. I love that 
aspect of our community and I 
am here to sustain it.


Seat C
CHUGIAK, EAGLE RIVER, JBER


Scott  Myers
When I moved to Alaska in 


2010, I immediately fell in love 
with Chugiak-Eagle River. This 
community is an incredible place 
to live, work and play. Our home-
town feel and conservative values 
makes us the envy of Anchorage. 
I will always do what it takes to 
defend our way of life and ensure 
Chugiak-Eagle River maintains 
our local control.


Jim Arlington
My employer transferred me 


here 40 years ago and though 
I was offered several opportu-
nities to relocate to other cities 
with other employers, no other 
city provided the quality of life 
and community diversity I enjoy 
here. I also enjoy living next to 
my three grandchildren who live 
here.


Seat E
WEST ANCHORAGE


Brian  Flynn
Anchorage has been my home 


for over 21 years. I, like other res-
idents, came here and instantly 
fell in love with the beauty, people 
and culture. I continue to live 
here because no matter where I 
travel outside of Alaska, I always 
enjoy coming home. I want to 
contribute to an Anchorage that 
retains our residents, encourag-
es new residents to move here 
and is attractive to commercial 
growth. Our community deserves 
safe neighborhoods, strong 
schools and a sense of optimism, 
like I saw when I fi rst moved 
here.


Dustin Thomas House Darden
To help.


Anna Brawley
When I moved to Anchorage 


12 years ago, I fell in love with the 
city and the many opportunities 
it offers. Anchorage is in one of 
the most beautiful places in the 
world, and I love getting out to 
ski, walk and ride my bike. I’ve 
made so many wonderful friends 
of all ages in this city, and had 
the opportunity to build a career 
doing meaningful work that’s had 
a positive impact on residents 
and businesses across the state. 
I believe in Anchorage, and see 


so much potential in this diverse 
community: we are the state’s 
economic and service hub, and a 
place where we can continue to 
build great things. I’m passionate 
about this city, and I’m dedicated 
to getting it back on the right 
track.


Seat G
MIDTOWN ANCHORAGE


Travis  Szanto
My wife and I had an opportu-


nity to come to Anchorage, and 
fell in love with the beauty of the 
city we now call home. Our neigh-
bors have become family, and 
we feel blessed to have a great 
community around us. As your 
Assembly member for District 4, 
I will work hard to build our com-
munity to be one where all people 
feel respected, and honored to 
call Anchorage home.


Felix  Rivera
I’m going to interpret this 


question as “Why do you love 
Anchorage?” That, for me, is sim-
ple: people and place. It was this 
community, which welcomed me 
with open arms, that led me to 
make the decision to stay in An-
chorage after I graduated from 
Alaska Pacifi c University in 2011. 
There were numerous opportuni-
ties for me to get involved in my 
community and give back. People 
didn’t care about my family name 
or the fact that I didn’t grow up 
in Alaska. The only thing that 
mattered was that you showed up 
and you wanted to be a part of the 
solution. And of course, the place 
we live in continues to amaze me 
year after year and affi rms my 
decision to call this place home.


Seat H
EAST ANCHORAGE


Leigh  Sloan
Anchorage is unique in that it 


is the largest city in Alaska, but it 
has an almost small-town quality 
to it. There are people here from 
around the world, but they are 
welcoming and inclusive of al-
most anyone, regardless of one’s 
background. In Anchorage you 
can meet people from all over the 
world and we share our experi-
ences together, whether you are 
just passing through because of 


business or military, or whether 
you are a lifelong Alaskan. While 
you are here, you can be family. 
I love that my kids get to experi-
ence so much cultural and even 
ideological diversity which will 
prepare them for a diverse world. 
I want to help make the Assembly 
refl ect the real goodwill that I 
see among my fellow Anchorage 
residents.


Karen  Bronga
Anchorage has been my home 


since I was 2 years old — I left for 
college and a brief stint in Valdez, 
and I couldn’t stay away from 
Anchorage for long. We have 
unbeatable trails and mountains, 
unique cultural opportunities and 
a strong sense of community. It’s 
amazing to see how our neigh-
borhoods have evolved with hard 
work and community investment.


S eat I
EAST ANCHORAGE


Spencer Moore
I live in Anchorage because 


we have family and great friends 
in this city, and it’s a great hub for 
enjoying the state of Alaska.


George   Martinez
I live in Anchorage to give my 


children a chance for a better 
life than I had growing up. I have 
been fortunate to travel exten-
sively across the United States 
and internationally, and out of all 
the places I’ve been, Anchorage 
is my city of hope and possibility. 
Built on faith, hard work and a 
welcoming spirit so no matter 
who you are or where you come 
from, families and individuals 
from every background have 
come to build a better life for 
themselves, and East Anchorage 
is where many of us, including 
my family, have chosen to call 
home. With our rich diversity of 
people and businesses, parks, 
trails, schools and beautiful 
neighborhoods, East Anchorage 
is a unique and vital part of our 
great northern city.


Seat K 
SOUTH ANCHORAGE,


GIRDWOOD, TURNAGAIN ARM 


Rachel Ries
Anchorage is not just a city to 


me, it is my chosen home. When I 
fi rst arrived, many years before I 
retired and moved here, this city 
was so vibrant and alive, full of 
people from every corner of the 
world. The city was friendly and 
lovely beyond compare. From 
the moose in my front yard, to 
watching my children be able to 
play outside in the front yard, to 
the rich diversity of available ex-
periences and natural beauty all 
year. Anchorage is the only place 
I have ever lived in all my travels 
where I don’t wish I was some-
where else.


Zac  Johnson
Anchorage is my home by 


birth and by choice. I live minutes 
away from a 500,000-acre state 
park, world-class cross-coun-
try ski trails, the ocean, the 
mountains and some amazing 
restaurants and breweries. Folks 
in Anchorage are people who 
care more about character than 
superfi cial traits. People who 
embrace our shared identity as 
Alaskans. People who will stop to 
help a fellow motorist in trouble. 
People who are more resilient 
and freethinking than anyone I’ve 
encountered elsewhere in the 
world. I feel grateful to live here, 
to be one of them, and I am com-
mitted to making this a city we 
can all feel proud of.


Mikel Insalaco
I live in Anchorage because 


it’s my hometown and I couldn’t 
imagine living anywhere else. 
Despite trying to leave a couple 
of times for work and school, I 
always found myself back here. 
This city has it all — breathtaking 
natural beauty, endless oppor-
tunities for outdoor recreation, 
easy access to nature, and a 
great range of amenities. Having 
traveled extensively across the 
continental U.S., I can confi dently 
say that there’s no other place 
like Anchorage. Sure, the winters 
can be a bit chilly and the cost 
of living can be high, but it’s all 
worth it to be able to call this in-
credible city my home.


ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY CANDIDATE Q&A


Why do you live in Anchorage?


2023


ALASKA


The Far North Fashion Show drew a crowd 
to the Anchorage Museum atrium on Thurs-
day night. The fashion show, in its fourth year, 
featured the work of Indigenous designers and 
Indigenous models for looks ranging from tra-
ditional to modern to experimental.


The Anchorage Museum partnered with the 
Arctic Encounter Symposium, going on this 
week at the Dena’ina Center, for the event.


Designers Corrine Danner, Alannah Jones, 
Diana Martin, Clara Qaulluq McConnell, 


Jackie Qataliña Schaeffer and Merna Lomack 
Wharton exhibited their creations.


“This year, it’s a little bit bigger of a crowd, 
but it’s always exciting,” said McConnell, who 
said she combines contemporary designs with 
traditional Inupiaq elements using materials 
such as fox, suede, beadwork and fi sh leather.


Tanam An’ii Collective, an Anchorage-based 
dance group with Unangax roots, danced at 
the conclusion of the runway show.


— Marc Lester, Anchorage Daily News


Indigenous inspirations rock the 
runway at Far North Fashion Show


Photos by MARC LESTER / ADN


A model wears Mary Ann Lomack’s design at the Far North Fashion Show at the Anchorage Museum on Thursday. 


A model shows designs by Alannah Jones at the Far North Fashion 
Show at the Anchorage Museum on Thursday.
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JMP, LLC, doing business as MoMo’s
Bakery, located at 2917 Spenard Road,
Ste. 102, Anchorage, AK 99503 is applying
under 3 AAC 306.045 for transfer of
a Marijuana Product Manufacturing
Facility (3 AAC 306.500(a)(1)), license
#10903 to Legacy Adventures, LLC,
doing business as MoMo’s Bakery.


Interested persons may object to the
application by submitting a written
statement of reasons for the objection to
their local government, the applicant, and
the Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office
(AMCO) not later than 30 days after the
director has determined the application to
be complete and has givenwritten notice to
the local government. Once an application
is determined to be complete, the objection
deadline and a copy of the application will
be posted on AMCO’s website at https://
www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco.
Objections should be sent to AMCO at
marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov or to 550
W7thAve,Suite1600,Anchorage,AK99501.
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AK 99501 or
alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov.
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Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office
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Anchorage, AK 99501.
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