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FINDING OF EMERGENCY 

The Alcoholic Beverage Control Board finds that an emergency exists and that the 
attached regulations are necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, 
health, safety, and general welfare. The facts constituting the emergency include the 
following: 

Effective February 24, 2015 Alaska Statute (AS) 17.38 significantly expands the 
circumstances in which a citizen may lawfully possess, transport, and transfer marijuana. 
Alaska Statute 17.38.040 expressly makes it unlawful to "consume marijuana in public." 
Alaska Statute 17 .38.900 defines "consumption" as ''the act of ingesting, inhaling, or 
otherwise introducing marijuana into the human body." But AS 17 .3 8 does not define "in 
public." 

Testimony before the legislature and local governing bodies has revealed widespread 
concern that persons charged with enforcement of Alaska's existing drug laws as well as 
the new marijuana law will lack sufficient guidance as to the meaning of "in public" to 
effectively enforce the new law, and that confusion and disorder will result, putting the 
public at risk. 
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Emergency Regulations 

Therefore, this emergency regulation is necessary, to give clear and consistent guidance 
to persons who may consume marijuana in various venues, as well as those charged with 
enforcing the new law, so that the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare may 
be protected. 

ORDER CERTIFYING ADOPTION 

I certify that the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, under the authority of AS 17.38.040 
and 17.38.090, adopted at its February 24, 2015 meeting the attached one page of 
regulation changes as emergency regulations to take effect immediately upon filing by 
the lieutenant governor, as provided in AS 44.62.180(3). 

This action is not expected to require an increased appropriation. 

DATE: February 24, 2015, 
at Juneau, Alaska. By~~ Ethan B illiI1g 

Member, Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

FILING CERTIFICATION 

I, Byron Mallott, Lieutenant Governor for the State of Alaska, certify that on 
~ i~ , 20 15, at tD: ~ .&_.m., I filed the attached regulation according to 

the provisi5ns of AS 44.62. 

Effective: fdorv<"-7 l'f , 20 15 

Register: .2 '2;, A-1Jr;{ , 20 15 
/ I 
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EMERGENCY REGULATION 

Register 21~ , t1fil- 20 15 COMMERCE, COMMUN fTY, AND EC. DEV. 

3 AAC 304.990 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

(b) In AS 17.38.040, "in public" means in a place to which the public or a substantial 

group of persons has access and includes highways, transportation faci lities, schools, places of 

amusement or business, parks, playgrounds, prisons, and hallways, lobbies, and other portions of 

apartment houses and hotels not constituting rooms or apartments designed for actual residence. 

(Eff. 4/28/84, Register 90; am 6/13/2003, Register 166; am~/ :2. 'i I 2/JI 5 , Register .2:.!3.J 

Authority: AS 04.06.090 AS 17.38.040 AS 17.38.090 

AS 04.06.100 






