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 Chapter 56. Board of Marine Pilots.    
 
(Words in boldface and underlined indicate language being added; words [CAPITALIZED 
AND BRACKETED] indicate language being deleted.) 
 
12 AAC 56.011 is amended to read: 

 12 AAC 56.011. Types of licenses and endorsements. (a) The following licenses and 

endorsements are issued by the board for the geographical areas listed in 12 AAC 56.021:  

  (1) deputy marine pilot license – to pilot vessels of not more than 50,000 gross 

tons in the region for which the license is issued and limited to the geographical areas in that 

region for which the deputy marine pilot holds the required license endorsements;  

  (2) marine pilot license – to pilot vessels of any gross tons in the region for which 

the license is issued and limited to piloting under conditions and in the geographical areas in that 

region for which the marine pilot holds the required license endorsements;  

  (3) not more than 95,000 [65,000] gross tons endorsement – authorizing a deputy 

marine pilot to pilot vessels of not more than 95,000 [65,000] gross tons;  

  (4) VLCC endorsement – authorizing a marine pilot to pilot very large crude 

carriers (VLCC);  

  (5) training pilot endorsement – authorizing a marine pilot to act as a training pilot 

for a pilot organization in accordance with AS 08.62.097(b);  

  (6) repealed 1/29/2009;  

  (7) not more than 110,000 [90,000] gross ton endorsement – authorizing a deputy 

marine pilot to pilot vessels of not more than 110,000 [90,000] gross tons;  

  (8) repealed 1/29/2009.  

 (b) Repealed 5/26/2007.  
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 (c) On ____/____/______ {fill in effective date of regulation} [JANUARY 29, 2009], a 

deputy marine pilot who holds a less than 65,000 [60,000] gross tons endorsement will be 

considered to hold a not more than 95,000 [65,000] gross tons endorsement and a deputy marine 

pilot who holds a less than 90,000 [80,000] gross tons endorsement will be considered to hold a 

not more than 110,000 [90,000] gross tons endorsement. The department will issue a new license 

to a deputy marine pilot that has a change in endorsement under this section reflecting the new 

endorsement.  

 (d) On ____/____/______ {fill in effective date of regulation} [JANUARY 29, 2009], 

experience toward an increased tonnage endorsement obtained by a deputy marine pilot while 

holding a less than 65,000 [60,000] gross tons endorsement will be counted as experience 

obtained while holding a not more than 95,000 [65,000] gross tons endorsement, and experience 

toward an increased tonnage endorsement obtained by a deputy marine pilot while holding a less 

than 90,000 [80,000] gross tons endorsement will be counted as experience obtained while 

holding a not more than 110,000 [90,000] gross tons endorsement.  

 (e) On April 14, 2018, a deputy marine pilot who holds a less than 50,000 gross tons 

endorsement will be considered to hold a not more than 50,000 gross tons endorsement. The 

department will issue a new license to a deputy marine pilot that has a change in endorsement 

under this section reflecting the new endorsement. (Eff. 7/26/90, Register 115; am 10/2/93, 

Register 127; am 6/16/96, Register 138; am 3/21/99, Register 149; am 10/25/2002, Register 164; 

am 5/26/2007, Register 182; am 1/29/2009, Register 189; am 4/14/2018, Register 226; am 

____/____/______, Register _____) 

Authority: AS 08.62.040  AS 08.62.097  AS 08.62.100 

  AS 08.62.093  
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12 AAC 56.018 is amended to read: 

 12 AAC 56.018. Qualifications for not more than 95,000 [65,000] gross tons 

endorsement. (a) To qualify for an endorsement to pilot vessels of not more than 95,000 

[65,000] gross tons, a deputy marine pilot must  

  (1) meet the requirements of the regional training program approved by the board 

under 12 AAC 56.035 for the pilotage region where the deputy marine pilot is licensed; and  

  (2) on at least 30 days have performed vessel movements as a deputy marine pilot 

onboard vessels requiring a state licensed marine pilot.  

 (b) Repealed 1/29/2009. (Eff. 11/7/93, Register 128; am 6/16/96, Register 138; am 

1/23/99, Register 149; am 10/25/2002, Register 164; am 5/26/2007, Register 182; am 1/29/2009, 

Register 189; am ____/____/______, Register _____) 

Authority: AS 08.62.040  AS 08.62.093 

 

12 AAC 56.019 is amended to read: 

 12 AAC 56.019. Qualifications for not more than 110,000 [90,000] gross tons 

endorsement. (a) To qualify for an endorsement to pilot vessels of not more than 110,000 

[90,000] gross tons, a deputy marine pilot must  

  (1) meet the requirements of the regional training program approved by the board 

under 12 AAC 56.035 for the pilotage region where the deputy marine pilot is licensed;  

  (2) have held an endorsement as a deputy marine pilot for a period of at least one 

year; and  

  (3) while holding a deputy marine pilot license of not more than 95,000 [65,000] 

gross tons, have performed at least 60 days of vessel movements onboard vessels requiring a 
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state licensed marine pilot.  

 (b) Repealed ____/____/______ [ON JANUARY 29, 2009, PERIODS OF TIME 

DURING WHICH A DEPUTY MARINE PILOT HELD A LESS THAN 60,000 GROSS TONS 

ENDORSEMENT WILL BE COUNTED AS TIME WHILE HOLDING A NOT MORE THAN 

65,000 GROSS TONS ENDORSEMENT].  

 (c) Repealed 1/29/2009. (Eff. 3/21/99, Register 149; am 10/25/2002, Register 164; am 

5/26/2007, Register 182; am 1/29/2009, Register 189; am ____/____/______, Register _____) 

Authority: AS 08.62.040  AS 08.62.093 

 

12 AAC 56.026 is amended to read: 

 12 AAC 56.026. Deputy marine pilot training program. (a) To qualify as a trainee in a 

deputy marine pilot training program approved under 12 AAC 56.035, a candidate must  

  (1) meet the requirements of AS 08.62.093(a)(1) and (b);  

  (2) possess a valid United States Coast Guard license with an endorsement of first 

class pilotage without tonnage restrictions for  

   [(A) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN (B) OF THIS PARAGRAPH,] at least  

 one area within the pilotage region in which the training will occur;  

   [(B) TRAINING OCCURRING IN THE SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA  

 REGION, IN THE FOLLOWING FEDERAL PILOTAGE ROUTES AS DEFINED IN  

 THE COAST GUARD SOUTHEAST ALASKA FEDERAL PILOT REQUIREMENTS  

 UNDER 46 C.F.R. 10.705:  

    (i) REVILLAGIGEDO CHANNEL;  

    (ii) TONGASS NARROWS SOUTH;  
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    (iii) TONGASS NARROWS NORTH;  

    (iv) SNOW PASSAGE;  

    (v) SUMNER STRAIT WEST;  

    (vi) FREDERICK SOUND;  

    (vii) STEPHENS PASSAGE SOUTH;  

    (viii) STEPHENS PASSAGE NORTH;  

    (ix) GASTINEAU CHANNEL;  

    (x) ICY STRAIT EAST AND THE PORT OF HOONAH;  

    (xi) LYNN CANAL;  

    (xii) ICY STRAIT/CROSS SOUND;  

    (xii) GLACIER BAY]; and  

  (3) pass the deputy marine pilot core examination described in 12 AAC 56.070(e).  

 (b) A pilot organization shall notify the board when a candidate is accepted for training 

before that trainee may begin supervised training trips including supervised dockings, 

undockings, moorings, unmoorings, and transits of specific waterways required as part of the 

training program.  

 (c) All vessel maneuvers performed by a trainee in a training program must be supervised 

by a state licensed marine pilot who holds a valid training pilot endorsement for the region in 

which the maneuvers are performed. A trainee may not control the movements of a vessel subject 

to AS 08.62 until the trainee has met the requirements of (a) of this section. A trainee must be 

under the direct supervision of a training pilot who has full responsibility for the trainee at all 

times during vessel maneuvers.  

 (d) Maneuvers must be made on vessels subject to AS 08.62 that are of the gross tonnage 
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specified in the training program or on vessels under enrollment of not less than 1,600 gross tons 

if no gross tonnage is specified in the training program.  

 (e) A trainee may conduct maneuvers only in an area for which the trainee holds an 

endorsement of first class pilotage without tonnage restrictions on the trainee's United States 

Coast Guard license. The trainee shall complete all maneuvers at the locations designated and in 

accordance with the requirements of the regional training program approved by the board under 

12 AAC 56.035 for the pilotage region in which the training is to occur, within three years after 

initial acceptance into the training program. The board will approve an extension of this time 

requirement if the trainee demonstrates to the board's satisfaction that there are insufficient ships 

or training pilots available to complete the training program within the three years.  

 (f) The trainee shall give a briefing of the planned maneuver to the training pilot before 

the maneuver. The training pilot shall provide the trainee with a written evaluation on a form 

included in the regional training program approved by the board under 12 AAC 56.035 the 

completion of the maneuver. The training pilot shall clearly state on the evaluation form whether 

the maneuver was satisfactory and whether it will count towards meeting licensing requirements.  

 (g) Each quarter, a trainee shall submit to the marine pilot coordinator a copy of each 

evaluation form received. The trainee and training pilot shall keep a copy of each evaluation in a 

training log.  

 (h) The pilot organization or its training committee, if any, shall give a written 

explanation of deficiencies to a trainee who is not progressing satisfactorily and shall include 

suggestions to remedy those deficiencies. The pilot organization shall place a copy of this 

evaluation in the trainee's file.  

 (i) The board or the marine pilot coordinator will approve a candidate to take the deputy 
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marine pilot core examination required in (a)(3) of this section if the applicant meets the 

requirements of (a)(1) and (2) of this section and the application requirements of  

12 AAC 56.025(c). The board or the marine pilot coordinator will approve a trainee to take the 

deputy marine pilot regional local knowledge examination required in (k) of this section if the 

board or the marine pilot coordinator determines that the trainee has satisfactorily completed the 

training requirements of this chapter and has complied with the application requirements of  

12 AAC 56.025(a).  

 (j) A pilot organization shall notify the board when a candidate is accepted as a pilot 

observer for the purpose of completing familiarization trips necessary to obtain the candidate's 

United States Coast Guard license endorsement of first class pilotage without tonnage restrictions 

required in (a)(2) of this section. To qualify as a pilot observer, a candidate must meet the 

requirements of (a)(1) of this section or be enrolled in a board-approved deputy marine pilot 

apprenticeship program under AS 08.62.093(b)(6).  

 (k) Following the completion of the applicable training program, a trainee must pass the 

regional local knowledge examination and the oral examination described in 12 AAC 56.070(d) 

and (f). (Eff. 10/2/93, Register 127; am 7/15/95, Register 135; am 5/29/96, Register 138; am 

8/9/97, Register 143; am 10/24/2002, Register 164; am 9/12/2006, Register 179; am 1/29/2009, 

Register 189; am ____/____/______, Register _____) 

Authority: AS 08.62.040  AS 08.62.097 

 

12 AAC 56.029 is amended to read: 

 12 AAC 56.029. General requirements for marine pilot license. To qualify for a 

marine pilot license under AS 08.62.100(a), an applicant must  
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  (1) possess a valid United States Coast Guard license with an endorsement of first 

class pilotage without tonnage restrictions for the entire region for which a marine pilot license is 

sought;  

  (2) show that the applicant has held a valid deputy marine pilot license in this 

state for a minimum of three years while remaining eligible for license renewal during this period 

of service without use of the familiarization trips under AS 08.62.120;  

  (3) repealed 10/25/2002;  

  (4) possess a valid deputy marine pilot license without geographical exclusions in 

the region for which the marine pilot license is sought;  

  (5) have completed a manned ship model course or a simulator course approved 

by the board within the three years before the date of application for a marine pilot license;  

  (6) satisfy the regional experience requirements established in 12 AAC 56.031 for 

the region for which the marine pilot license is sought;  

  (7) satisfy all additional licensure requirements established by the board in this 

chapter, including a passing grade on written and oral examinations required by the board in  

12 AAC 56.070; 

  (8) be a citizen of the United States; and  

  (9) show that the applicant has held a valid deputy marine pilot endorsement to 

pilot vessels of not more than 110,000 [90,000] gross tons. (Eff. 11/1/93, Register 128; am 

5/29/96, Register 138; am 3/21/99, Register 149; am 10/24/2002, Register 164; am 10/25/2002, 

Register 164; am 9/12/2006, Register 179; am 5/26/2007, Register 182; am 1/29/2009, Register 

189; am 10/9/2016, Register 220; am ____/____/______, Register _____) 

Authority: AS 08.62.040  AS 08.62.100 
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12 AAC 56.031 is amended to read: 

 12 AAC 56.031. Regional requirements for marine pilot license. (a) Southeastern 

Alaska Region - An applicant for a marine pilot license in the Southeastern Alaska Region must 

complete the requirements of the training program for that region approved by the board under  

12 AAC 56.035, including the following requirements:  

  (1) while holding a deputy marine pilot endorsement to pilot vessels of not more 

than 110,000 [90,000] gross tons, complete at least 60 days of vessel movements on board 

vessels requiring a state licensed marine pilot, including three assessed dockings, three assessed 

undockings, and three assessed transits on vessels of 60,000 gross tons or greater; no more than 

40 percent of the dockings and undockings may be assessed by the same training pilot; an 

assessment required under this paragraph is a pass/fail evaluation, conducted by a training pilot, 

of an unassisted, supervised movement documented on a form included in the regional training 

program approved by the board under 12 AAC 56.035;  

  (2) pilot observer trips in accordance with 12 AAC 56.068.  

 (b) Southcentral Alaska Region – An applicant for a marine pilot license in the 

Southcentral Alaska Region must complete the requirements of the training program for that 

region approved by the board under 12 AAC 56.035, including the following requirements:  

  (1) while holding an endorsement to pilot vessels of not more than 110,000 

[90,000] gross tons, complete a total of 20 supervised dockings and 20 supervised undockings at 

the available operational berths at the Alyeska Terminal; the dockings and undockings at the 

Alyeska Terminal must include four dockings and four undockings at night; at least half of the 

dockings and undockings must be performed within the period beginning October 1 and ending 

April 1;  
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  (2) the applicant must have held a valid deputy marine pilot endorsement to pilot 

vessels of not more than 110,000 [90,000] gross tons for at least one year.  

 (c) Western Alaska Region – An applicant for a marine pilot license in the Western 

Alaska Region must complete the requirements of the training program for that region approved 

by the board under 12 AAC 56.035, including the following requirements:  

  (1) completion of 200 vessel movements in ports throughout the region, 100 of 

which must be either dockings or undockings;  

  (2) completion of a simulator or manned model course approved by the board; and  

  (3) the applicant must have held a valid deputy marine pilot endorsement to pilot 

vessels of not more than 110,000 [90,000] gross tons for at least one year. (Eff. 11/7/93, Register 

128; am 1/23/99, Register 149; am 5/31/2000, Register 154; am 10/24/2002, Register 164; am 

10/25/2002, Register 164; am 4/28/2005, Register 174; am 9/12/2006, Register 179; am 

5/26/2007, Register 182; am 1/29/2009, Register 189; am ____/____/______, Register _____) 

Authority: AS 08.62.040  AS 08.62.100 

 

12 AAC 56.033 is amended to read: 

 12 AAC 56.033. Deputy marine pilot apprenticeship program. (a) To be approved by 

the board, a deputy marine pilot apprenticeship program must  

  (1) promote comprehensive pilot development through a program of intensive 

observation and instruction under the supervision of state licensed marine pilots;  

  (2) be open to all individuals who meet the application approval and candidate 

selection criteria adopted in the pilot organization's articles and bylaws;  

  (3) provide for the individual training needs of the apprentice, considering the 
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apprentice's background, maritime experience, and progress in the deputy marine pilot 

apprenticeship program; and  

  (4) promote individual career development through access to maritime training, 

education, and associated employment opportunities.  

 (b) The board will issue a deputy marine pilot license to an apprentice who  

  (1) meets the requirements of AS 08.62.093(a)(1);  

  (2) has completed a minimum of four years of training experience as an 

apprentice in a deputy marine pilot apprenticeship program approved under this section in the 

pilotage region for which the deputy marine pilot license is sought;  

  (3) meets the application requirements in 12 AAC 56.025;  

  (4) has passed the written and oral examinations required under 12 AAC 56.070; 

and  

  (5) repealed 1/29/2009;  

  (6) has completed the training requirements specified in a regional training 

program approved by the board under 12 AAC 56.035. 

 (c) An applicant accepted in an apprenticeship program established under this chapter 

may not begin the supervised vessel movements required under 12 AAC 56.028 before the 

apprentice  

  (1) repealed ____/____/______ [HAS COMPLETED 12 MONTHS OF 

APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING];  

  (2) has passed the deputy marine pilot core examination required by the board 

under 12 AAC 56.070;  

  (3) holds at least a United States Coast Guard license as master of steam or motor 
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vessels of not more than 1,600 gross tons; and  

  (4) holds a valid United States Coast Guard license with an endorsement of first 

class pilotage without tonnage restrictions for the areas in which the vessel movements will 

occur.  

 (d) The board will not approve an apprenticeship program unless a pilot organization 

agrees to notify the board when an individual is accepted into a deputy marine pilot 

apprenticeship program. An individual accepted into that program may not begin supervised 

observer, familiarization, or training trips, including supervised dockings, undockings, moorings, 

unmoorings, and transits of specific waterways required as part of the deputy marine pilot 

apprenticeship program, until the notice has been provided in accordance with this section.  

 (e) The board will not approve an apprenticeship program unless the pilot organization or 

its training committee, if any, agrees to give a written explanation of deficiencies to an apprentice 

who is not progressing satisfactorily, including suggestions to remedy the apprentice's 

deficiencies, and to place a copy of the evaluation in the apprentice's training file and provide a 

copy to the marine pilot coordinator.  

 (f) Enrollment in an apprenticeship program does not prevent the apprentice from 

applying for licensure as a deputy marine pilot under AS 08.62.093(b)(1) - (b)(5) and applicable 

regulations. (Eff. 6/16/96, Register 138; am 1/29/2009, Register 189; am ____/____/______, 

Register _____) 

Authority: AS 08.62.040  AS 08.62.097  AS 08.62.175 

  AS 08.62.093  
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12 AAC 56.990 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

 12 AAC 56.990. Definitions.  

. . .  

 (f) As used in AS 08.62.093(b)(6) and 12 AAC 56.033(b)(2), "experience" regarding 

the time spent in a deputy marine pilot apprenticeship program means the practical service 

in the position or duty specified. In accordance with the standards of 46 C.F.R. 10.107 

which recognizes additional service by means of a time credit, an apprentice who completes 

an excess of 25 percent or more of all the supervised dockings and undockings required by 

12 AAC 56.028, will be considered to have completed one year’s experience. (Eff. 6/11/71, 

Register 38; am 6/19/74, Register 50; am 5/12/78, Register 66; am 7/24/83, Register 87; am 

12/26/86, Register 100; am 8/29/87, Register 103; am 7/26/90, Register 115; am 5/13/92, 

Register 122; am 4/7/93, Register 126; am 10/2/93, Register 127; am 7/15/95, Register 135; am 

6/16/96, Register 138; am 6/17/96, Register 138; am 1/23/99, Register 149; am 3/21/99, Register 

149; am 5/31/2000, Register 154; am 3/15/2002, Register 161; am 10/24/2002, Register 164; am 

5/26/2007, Register 182; am 1/29/2009, Register 189; am 11/4/2009, Register 192; am 

10/28/2010, Register 196; am 10/9/2016, Register 220; am 2/22/2017, Register 221; am 

____/____/______, Register _____) 

Authority: AS 08.62.040  AS 08.62.160 

 


