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Notice of Initiation of Computer-Based Testing 
 

 
NCEES is scheduled to complete the transition of the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) and Fundamentals of 
Surveying (FS) exams to computer-based testing (CBT) on January 1, 2014. The transition to CBT involves 
significant changes to the format of the exams and the procedures for administering them. NCEES Exam 
Development Policy 9 requires that member boards be formally notified one year in advance of any change in 
exam administration procedures or format that requires dissemination to applicants. Those changes are 
outlined below. 

 
In 2010, the Council approved a motion that NCEES prepare and administer the FE and FS exams via CBT at 
the earliest feasible date. Since that action, NCEES has worked with our selected CBT vendor, Pearson VUE, to 
complete the transition of these exams from a pencil-and-paper format to a CBT delivery system. A content 
review was completed for the FE and FS exams, which resulted in new specifications for each exam. The new 
specifications are posted on the NCEES website (ncees.org/cbt). 

 

The following information concerning the conversion of the FE and FS exams is provided for your information 
and dissemination as appropriate: 

 
 The October 2013 exam administration will be the last administration of the FE and FS exams in pencil- 

and-paper format. Effective January 1, 2014, the FE and FS exams will only be offered via CBT. 
 The Principles and Practice of Engineering (PE) and Principles and Practice of Surveying (PS) exams will 

continue to be offered twice each year (April and October) in pencil-and-paper format, pending further 
action by NCEES exam committees. 

 Computer-based FE and FS exams will be administered only at approved Pearson VUE testing centers. 
 Registration for all exams will open Monday, November 4, 2013. The first available seating at a Pearson 

VUE testing center for the FE and FS exams will be Tuesday, January 2, 2014. Registration for the PE and 
PS exams in pencil-and-paper format will be for the April 2014 administration. 

 There will be four testing windows for the FE and FS exams annually. Each of these windows will last two 
months, with a month between them. Therefore, exam appointments will be available in January and 
February, with no exams offered in March; exam appointments available in April and May, with no exams 
offered in June, etc. 

 Candidates for a CBT exam may take the exam only one time per testing window and no more than three 
times in a 12-month period. 

 Effective with the opening of registration on November 4, 2013, candidates registering to take the FE or FS 
exam will be required to pay NCEES directly for all exam-related fees. This will be included as a part of the 
online registration process and will require payment with MasterCard or Visa. 



 
 
 
 

 The FE and FS exams will be six hours in length, which will include a tutorial, breaks, the exam, and a brief 
survey at the conclusion of the exam. 

 The FE and FS exams will continue to be closed book. Supplied reference material for the exams will be 
electronic and will be available on the NCEES website. 

 Examinees will be allowed to bring and use NCEES-approved calculators on CBT exams. 
 Sample exams for the computer-based FE and FS will be available for purchase after the October 2013 

exam administration. 
 In Alaska, test centers will be in Anchorage and Fairbanks. 
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